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DEDICATIOK vit 

lity, as I know it would be o^ 
fenfive to your delicacy. 

Instead then of a£ling fo 
ignobly a part ; I take with 
plealure, this opportunity df 
declaring, that 

I am^ Madam^ 

With the mofi perfeB efieem^ 

Your mofl odedient Servant j^ 

The; AuTHORi 



^'^ 



PREFACE. xi 

the hafptnefs or mijery attend^ 
ant on any particular conduB:^ 
they may themfelves he the het^ 
ter capable of regulating their 
own : Whereas to paint imagi- 
nary fcenes^ JiBitious adventures 
and wonderful incidents yfuch as 
never exi fled hut in their authors 
hrain^ can have no good tenden-^ 
cjy ; fnce^ at the hejl^ they can 
-only fur prize and amufe^ hut not. 
inJlruQ or entertain. 

THE hijiories of the great 
likewife^ . even though given 'to 
us hy a mdjierty hand^ ; are nop 
half fo likely t^ attta^ the dt-^ 
tention^ and to influence the 
conduSt of an ordinary reader^ 
as thofe of people i)f his own 
rank : Nor indeed is it to he 
wondered at; for it is almoft 

ifnpojfihle 
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impojjible that he Jbould Jyinpa- 
thize in the dijirefs^ or rejoice 
at the happinefs of thofe^ whom 
providence has placed fo much 
above him. 

HE has only to add^ in favour 
ef his little hijlories (if he may 
fo call them) that they are all 
originals^ and many of them taken 
from real life. He has not bor- 
rowed the plan of one of them 
from any author. He has not 
mentioned a fingle anecdote., hut 
what he has either himfelf been 
witnefs tOy or has been credibly 
informed of In Jbort^ he has 
brought fuch perfons only on the 
Stage of his Theatre as may 
pleafe or inftruB ; and^ confci- 
ous of this y he fubmits his work 
to the candour of his readers. 

Freeh 



Frederick and Harriet: 

OR, 
The DISCREET PARENT. 



Qby nrver let the noble mind defpair^ 

For confiant Hearts are LoveV peculiar care. 



MR. Garland was a gentleman of good fenfe 
and fortune in the weft of England. , He 
was belov'd by all who were fo happy as to be ac- 
quainted with him, but was particularly intimate 
with Mr. Harvey, who was a near neighbour and a 
valuable friend. At the death of that gentleman 
Mr. Garland, at his particular requeft, took his 
daughter under his prote6Uon» and brought her up 
with the tendernefs of a parent. 

Harriet was in the tenth yea*!- of her age when 
her father died. She was inconfolable for his lofs ^ 
but at lengthy by the tendernefs and affe^ion of her 
guardian, time wore away the. extremity of her 
grief. . . 

Mr. Garland difcover'd in Harriet a fine promif- 
ing genius, and therefore took abundant care of her 
education. 8he was beautiful to admiration, and 
had a fweetnefs of temper, even in her childhood, 
that procured her univerfal efteem. 

When Harriet was fourteen, (he was a fiiihing 

beauty. She *was poflefs*d of every excellent ac- 

compliihment both of perfon and mind. Thefe 

gain'd her many admirers among the neighbouring 

B gentry. 
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gentry, and fome of ra/ik-and fortune-nnicfc Aiperior 

to her own. 

Mr. Garland had three fons. Fredejick was the 
eldeft ; and was happy in a generous temper, an4 
graceful deportment. He faw, with great perplexi- 
ty, the croud of admirers that prefented themfelves 
to Harriet. He was fenfible he had always th^ 
higheft efteera for her ; .but, w^e;n others .were a- 
bout to deprive htm of that dear objedi, the fpark 
which lay conceaPd in ^his jjofom burft iato^.a flan)^ 
and he found he Iov*d'her, even to diftradlion. 

He us'd every means in his power to render hira- 
felf agreeable to her, and gave her evesy demonftra- 
tion of the violence of^his pafllon, 4>ut coukl never 
receive an adequate return : and though fhe fecretly 
Iov*d him above all mankind, yet, conicious that her 
fortune was inferior to Frederick's, and fearing to 
offend Mr. Garland, her dear father^s friend, Ihe r«- 
folv'd never to difcover'her paflipn for him, unleis 
fome unforefeen accidenffh'ould bring it to light. 

Frederick, in theextremitj of his paflien, aban- 
don'd himfelf to defpaip. 'Nb Ipnger were the dic- 
tates of his reafon Sufficient to euard- him againft the 
power of love. 'He fought folitude, and indulged 
himfelf in a melancholy, ; which, in a fmall time, 
brought his life into eminent danger. 

Harriet fecretly kept a watchful eye over him. 
She faw, with great anxiety, the fatal period to 
which the viql^nce of his paffion was hurrying him ; 
yet, fo ftrong were her fentiments of honour and 
gratitude to her guardian, though flie liv*d in tl|e 
perfon of lier dear Frederick, flie chofe rather to 
offer a facrifice of both their lives to obedience, than 
iudulge a palfion which ihe fear'd would be contrary 
to his will. 

Among the phyficians which attended Frederick,; 
one haAhe penetration to difcover, that the pfSfi-^ 
fence of Harriet produc'd very extrdordinary (jeftJj^ 
toms in his patient. He told Mr. Garland, that he 
believ'd love was the caufe of his fon's diforder, and 

advii'd 
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aflvIsM him to examine him very particularly con- 
cerning it. 

Upon this fuppofition, Mr. Garland went imme- 
diately to his fon*s chamber J and conjured him, if 
he had any value for his own life, any love for his 
friends, and as he regarded the commands of his 
father, to tell the caufe that had brought him to 
that melancholy condition. 

Frederick, who had the higheft reverence for 
his father, immediately declared, that the caufe of 
his diforder, was the love he had for the beautiful 
Harriet; though nothing lefs than his authority 
could have drawn the unportant fecret from him. 

Mr. Grarland, ever thd worthy man and indulgent 
parent, bid hirn be comforted ; and affur'd him, that 
the love he had for Harriet was no way difagree- 
able to him. With this' aflurance he left him, in 
order to conflder what was to be done in this im- 
portant affair. He was extremely anxious for the 
life of his fon, yet he determined not to lay any 
commands on Harriet, contrary to her inclinations. 
He had great reafon to think, that though Harriet's 
fortune was much inferior to his fon's ; yet, as (he 
had admirers whofe e dates were far fu peri or to Fre- 
derick's, the glittering allurements of riches might 
enfnare her affedtions, and fhe might approve of the 
lover, for the fake of his wealth. 

He therefore refolv'd, if poffible, to find out whe- 
ther Harriet had an extraordinary regard for any 
particular perfon j and if he found fhe had, he de- 
termin'd his fon, dear as he was to him, ihould fall 
a facrifice to his love, rather than he would be 
guilty of a difh'onourable action. He therefore im- 
mediately went to Harriet's chamber, where he found 
her, attended only by her maid ; and he obferv*d that 
an air of melancholy appeared in her countenance. 
• No fooner did the lovely Harriet fee her guardian 
enter her chamber, than fhe arofe from her feat 
and received him with all the marks of duty and re- 
lpe£l. ^ He fat down by her ; and, when the maid 
Bad withdrawn, he addrefs'd hirafelf to her in the 
B ^ following 
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following words : " You know, Harrietj when your 
" good father was on his death-hed = he fent for 
" me. He committed all that he had, and you in 
** particular, . to my care. Hitherta I have endfea- 
" vour'd, to the utmoflfof my power, to fulfil the 
** requeft of my dying friend : but there is ftill One 
" obligation, and that too of the higheft importance, 

** incumbent on me And that is. To fee you 

** honourably difpos'd of in marriage, to one that 
•' may be deferving of you ; if there is a man on 
" earth that can deferve fo much beauty and merit. 

This fpeech of Mr. Garland's, crimfqn'^d the 
cheeks of Harriet with a modeft blufli. She ren- 
dered him all poffible acknowledgments for his care ; 
and affur'd him, that ihe would yield an entire obc- . 
dience to his commands; that fhe cohfider'd him 
as her parent, and honoured him as fuch j and that 
fhe had rather die, than give him the leaft uneafineis. 

Mr. Garland then earneftly entreated her, in-r 
genioufly to declare if (he had yet plac'd her affecti- 
ons on any particular perfbn ; jLt the fame time a{^ 
furing her, that he had fuch an entire confidence in- 
her difcretion, that his approbation ihould confirm 
her choice. 

Finding this kind afTurance had put the beauti- 
ful Harriet in a tender confufion. Mr. Garland 
footh'd her with the real afFedtion of a father. He 
bid her look up with chearfulnefs i and be ^Sufdf 
where-ever her choice had fell, that both his appro- 
bation and love fliould accompany it. He then 
nam'd fome of her admirers, who had been moft 
frequent in their vifits ; and ask'd, if any of them 
had obtained her love } 

Harriet, chear'd by the inexpreffible tendernefs 
of her guardian, aifur'd him, with a charming franfc- 
nefs, they had not. He then proceeded to name (e- 
veral others ; to which (he anfwer^d in the negative. 

* Is there,' continued Mr. Garland, * any in my fa- 

* mily fo happy, as to have obtained your love ?'-—- 
Harriet remained filent ; and, upon his naming Fre- 

derick. 
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derick, he obferv'd a vifible alteration m her coun- 
tenance. 

Mr. Garland feeing her diforder, concluded Fre- 
derick was the real object of her affedlion, and there- 
fore thus addrefs'd himfelf to her -** beaU- 

" teous Harriet, if you think Frederick worthy 6f 
" your love, be aflur'd of my free confent : but if 
" any other is fo happy as to have made the moft 
" generous heart on earth his friend, be under no 
** apprehenfions on my account ; for whoever you 
** honour with your love, fhall certainly be entitled 
" to my efteem " 

It is not poflible for words to exprefs the fudden 
tranfports of Harriet's foul. The extremity of joy 
over-whelm'd her, and fhe was ready to fink beneath 
the weight : however, recovering herfelf, (he (aid; 
" Much honoured Sir, I acknowledge that both 
" what I am, and what I have, are owing to your 
** care and. tendernefs, and that all the happinefs 
** I now enjoy^ and all I am likeljr to poffefs, pro- 
<* ceeds from you. As it will be inipoHible f6r me 
** to return you .(uch thanks, as are adequate to 
" the fenfations I at prefent feel ; pleafe to accept 
** of my filence-; and to form to your own imagina- 
" tion what tribute a grateful heart would pay, 
** which has received fo many, and fuch unmerited 
" favours." ' 

Mr. Garland after ufing-many tender expreffions 
of the regard he had for her, and receiving all the 
marks of veneration and refpedb that obliged merit 
could give, .took his leave of Harriet ; telling her, 
that he would ga and comfort Frederick, who lov'd 
her to diftra£Uon ; and that his love of her was the 
chief caufe of his prefent illnefs : " Bi^t, added he, 
" fince you have kindly condefcended to favour his 
** paffion, there is little doubt but the glad tydings 
" will foon reftore him to health; and fhope to (ee 
** in my Harriet, and her Frederick, the happieft 
** couple upon earth.'* 

No fooner had Mr. Garland left Harriet's cham- 
ber, than he hailed to Frederick, in order to ac- 
B 3 quaint 
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quaint him, provided he found it proper, with thit 
regard Harriet had for him. He round his favour 
greatly abated, v^rhich he attributed to the difclofing 
of his paffion for Harriet : he therefore commuu- 
cated to him the fuccefs his love was like to meet 
With, and the obliging and charming manner with 
which Harriet received him. Frederick rendered his 
father the moil dutiful acknowledgements for his 
tendemefs ; and aiTur'd him, that nothing could ^ive 
him fo much fatisfa^on, as the certainty of Harriet's 
efteem. 

A FEW days being fpent in kind enquiries after 
each other's health, Frederick, with the permifllon of 
his father and his phyiicians, had an interview with 
his beloved Harriet : but as it is impoflible for me 
to defcribe this tender fcene, the reader will excufe 
me when I tell him, that Frederick and Harriet 
were the happieft of the human race. 

When Frederick's health was perfectly re-eftab- 
liflied, a day was appointed for folemnizing the nup- 
tials of this worthy pair. They were married before 
a numerous affembly, and liv'd long and happily to- 
gether ; poffeffing, in each other, every happinefs 
Uiis world could give. 
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OR, 
The FAVOURITE DAUGHTER. 



"And feel 



Hotvjbarper than aferpeni*s Twith it is 
To have a ibanklefs Cbild. 

King Lear. 



MIRANDA was the eldeft daughter of a 
^gendemaa in the north, \yho we will call 
Marworth, and who was fond of her to the extre- 
mity of folly. His Wife lov'd her to the fame de- 
gree ; and, between the foolilh fbndnefs of them 
both, they ruin'd a child that might have been a real 
ornament in life. She was extremely beautiful, and 
had a ready wit; but was haughty, even to info- 
lence 5 and vain, to an excefs. 

Amelia her younger and only fifter (for her pa- 
rents had no more children) was juft the reverfe. 
She was meek, prudent and fehfible: not fo com- 
pleat a beauty as her fifter, but pleafing in perfon, 
and agreeable in converfation. Thb.dear girl, tho' 
poifefs'd of virtues that mi^ht adorn the highei fta- 
tion, and good fenfe fufHcient to fupportits dignity,- 
was defpis*d, hated and abus'd ; while her fifter was 
caiefs'd, lov'd and cherifli'd. > Nothing that the one 
wanted,, though ever fo reafonable, but was den/d> 
nor any thing, let it be ever (o extravagant the 
other wifh'd for, but was immediately purchased. 

The fenfible Amelia faw with concern, her .pa- 
rents erowin^ hatred. She ftrpve to chang^^'^eir 
cruel difpofition» by a teader affidvit^, and a chear- 

ful 
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f\il fubmifnon to their rigorous commands ; but nd 
tenderneis from her could melt them intopity, no 
obfequioufnefs entitle her to their regard. 

Mr. Manlj, a gentleman in the neighbourhood, 
faw, pity'd, and lov'd the defpis'd Amelia. He of- 
fered to marry her without any fortune, and to fet- 
tle a very confiderable Jointer oa her. ; This her pa- 
rents refus'd, blamed him for his folly, as they term'd 
it, and offered to give him half what they were 
worth on the day of marriage with Miranda ; and, 
when they d/d^ to leave him the remainder. 

He^ very genteely refiis'd their offer; and the 
confequence of his refufal was, the turning Amelia 
out of doors. 

The poor, diftrefsful Amelia knew not where to 
go. She had nothing but the cloaths on her back, 
and a trifle in her pocket, when Ihe was drove from 
home : without habitation to ihelter her, or friends, 
to. comfort her. She might have went to Mr. 
Manl/s, and. been fure of a welcome; but ihe had 
a mind too generous to involve another in h^r mtf- 
fortunes. 

With heavy heart and watry eyes (he went— 
fhe knew not whither. As ihe wander'd, in this 
forlorn condition, fhe blefs'd her cruel parents ; and 

implor'd, for herfelf, a fuperipr protection. 

She had it- The humane lady R , who was 

coming, in hei coach and fix to London, faw her 
youili, A^'f innocence, her. diflrefs— pity*d and 
lovM her; ere fhe knew her worth. 

In. the care of this excellent iady we will leave 

her, and return to her parents They were glad 

they bad got rid of one they hated, and one that, 
they imagm'd, was an obilacle to the happinefs of 
their favourite daughter. Nothing but joy reijgh'd 

.^n^ the family but their mirth was but of mort 

dUf^tioh. 

\}Ati. Manly was fent for. He was told that 
Altielia had elop'd, they knew not why or whether ; 
K&d how happy he ought to think himfelf, thaV he- 
was not married to fo difobedient a wretchr He 

wa& 
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was then ofFer'd Miranda again, who they knew 
would make an excellent wife, and to name his own 
conditions: but Mr. Manly defir'd, they would think 
no more about it ; for his refolution was, to marry 
where he tov'd, and to love his choice. 

Piqued, to the higheft degree, at Mr. Manly^s 
anfwer, they told him, that they were forry for his 
want of decernmcnt ; that they de(ir*d no farther 
of his acquaintance with him ; and that the fooner 
he was out of the houfe, the more at eafe they 
ihould be in it. 

No fooner was Mr. Manly gone, but they vented 
the moft malicious invedives againft his perfon aiid 
character ; nor did thev confine them within the 
circle of their own family, but rais'd fcandalous fto* 
lies, and told them to aU their acquaintance. 

Mr. Manly defpis'd the low malice of Mr. Mar- 
worth, and his wife and daughter. He confider'd, 
that their behaviour on other occafions, had ren- 
dered thena fcandalous; and that the beft part of 
the neighbouring gentry had declin'd paying them 
vifits, oi' receiving any from them> This was one 
teafon which maoe Mr. Manly forbear calling them 
to account for their bafe afperiions : but there was 
another, abundantly more prevalent ; and that was, 
his love for the worthy Amelia. 

Miranda's pride and iiifolence encreaiing with 
her years, flie became at length almoft univerfally 
hated. She was offePd in marriage to two or three 
gentlemen in the neighbourhood, but met with a-re- 
tu(al ; at laft a match was patch'd up by her friends, 
and flie w^s married to James Squander, efq ; one 
who was both fool and fot. 

Nothing could be more miferable than the lives 
they led. Every day produced frefh quarrels, in 
which both parties were equally to blame; for the im- 
perioufnefs of the wife was as intolerable as the fot- 
tifhnefs of the hufband. 

A Few years brought them firft to beggary, and 
then produced a feperation. Mrs. Squander was 

tajipo 
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taken home by her parents, and th« cxcefles-of ber 

hufband foon after brought him to the grave.- 

Her parents now, when it was too late, faw tKe 
folly, of their condud. They refle^ed on their cru- 
el treatment to the dutiful Amelia, and look'd on 
the difbbedience of Miranda as a juft punitfiment. 
They began, by gentle admonitions, to difluade her 
from her vices, which fhe returned with infolence 
and fcorn ; and after trying various methods to bring 
her to a decency of behaviour, without effedl, they 
conlin'd her to her chamber. 

She contimi'd not many day« in this ftate of con- 
finement,, ere fhe made her efcape, and took with 
her feveral things of value.. This was rumour'd 
about the country, and at length' came to the ears 

of lady R , who had a feat about ten miles from 

Mr. Marworth's ; and who was defirous. of being, 
inform'd of the truth, and to know whether their 
hatred to Amelia flill fubMed/ 

Th I s worthy lady paid a vifit to Amelia's pa*-' 
rents whom fke . found under great afflidtion. After 
continuing fome time, and being con&imed in the 
truth of Miranda's elopement, her ladyfhip enquired, 
if they knew what was become of their daughter 
Amelia ? And,, whether difbbedience in her, or pre- 
judice in them, was the caufe of the fevere treat- 
ment ihe had met with ?-^ 

Upon lady R 's asking th^fe queftions they 

both burft. into, tears.. They acknowledged their 
whole behaviour to. her had not only been unjufl, 
but cruel : and added,, that nothing, in their cir- 
cumftances, could afford them greater joy, than to 
be afTured flie was in a flate of health and tranqui- 
lity ; and to. have it in their power to treat hier 
vnth true, parental tendernefs. 

Her ladyfhip then informed them, that Amelia 
was at , that time under her jJrotedtion ; and related 
the manner of her meeting her, when they had turn- 
ed her out of doors. She likewife afTured them> 
that Amelia's behavionr had been truly aimable, 
ever fince fhe had refided at her houfe; that- fhe was 

beloved 
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beloved by all that converfed with her j and that 
ihe ftill retained the higheft fenfe of duty for her pa- 
rents, and a (ifterly affeftion for Miranda. 

Mr. Marworth and his ^fe received this intelli- 
gence with, great joy ; and, at thdr own requeft, ac- 
compan/d her ladyfhip tocher honffe, in order to re- 
ceive the dear girl into favour. 

Amelia, conltious of the many obligations ihe 

was under to the worthy lady R , watched every 

opportunity of Shewing her jefpe£t ; and therefore 
hearing the coach come into the court-yard, ran to 
pay her dutyto her Jadyfhip: but when ihe faw her 
parents were in the coach with her kmd proteftrefs, 
fhe fell motionlefs to the earth. 

This accident greatly alarmed every one prefent. 
Every means were.ufed for her recovery; and at 
length, to their great joy, the dear creature open'd 
h©r eyes, and her fenfes return'd 

The amiable Amelia had no fooner the power 
of reflecting in whofe prefence ' (he was, than fhe 
fell on her knees and implored forgivenefs, in a 
manner and attitude jnexpreflibly trharming. Her 

parents caught her in their arms embraced her — 

and the day was fpent in unutterable joy. 

Mr. Marworth and his wife and daughter con- 
tinued a week at lady R— — *s and it was with 
the utmofl: reluctance that (he confented to part with 
Amelia. She made her fome valuable prefents at 
parting, and infifted on her coming often to fee her. 

No fooner were they returned home than Mr. 
Manly, and many of the neighbouring gentry, came 
to congratulate with them on their happy reconcili- 
ation ; and Amelia, who had acquired many excel- 
lent acccmpliflimen I sunder lady R— — — ,'behav- 
ed with fuch eafe, elegance and refpedt, that Ihe met 
with univerfal efteem. 

Mr. Manly now made his addrefles to Amelia, 
with her parents confent : but flie infifted, before fhe 
would give him any hopes of fucceeding: that he 
fhould alfo obtain the confent of her dear lady R. — 
This he eafily obtained, being a gentleman of ho- 
nour 
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our and fortune. At length this amiable conple 
were married before a numerous aifemblj, and lady 
R honoured them with her prefence. 

Wb will now leave this happy couple for a while, 
and return to Miranda.-*—— — As foon as Ihe had 
€fcaped from her father^ fee made the beft of her 

way to B , a market town about fix railes from 

home, and went in the ftage-coach for London, in 
which place fee arrived three days after. 

Miranda took lodgings in a gay part of the 
town, and made a fplendid appearance j having, 
before fee eloped, taken diamond ear-rings, buckles, 
rings, &c. which belonged to her parents, and a- 
mounted to a very confiderable value. She was (b 
unfortunate as to fall into company with one who 

caird himfclf captain G j a man of good ad- 

drefs, tolerably handfome,. very infinuating, and ex- 
tremely deceitful. 

Th I s man foon became her particular favourite. 
They lived a life of pleafure, as they term'd it, 'till 
all her moveables were gone, and then he left her 
to lament her folly. 

Miranda mas at length reduc'd to the utmoft 
diftrefs. Her acquaintance forfook her, and fome 
tradefmen, to whom fee was indebted, began to be 
very clamorous about their money. In feort not 
having wherewith to fatisfy their demands, fee was 
arreted and carried to jail. 

In this diftrefsful condition fee knew not where to 
apply. She had no friends, but her parents, and 
them fee had grievoufly offended. In feort, fee con- 
tinued in prifon 'till fee was almoft flarved, ere fee 
let them know the mifery fee was reduced to. At 
length fee wrote a long penitential letter, defcribing 
her calamitous fituation, and imploring her parents 
to remove her out of it. 

Th I s was very melancholy news to Mr. Mar- 
worth and his wife. They now faw evidently fee 
was ruined* and blamed their own condudt as the 
caufe of it. They feewed her letter to Mr. Manly, 
who entreated them not to mention it to Amelia, as 

this 
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tbis frefh' inftance of her filler's ill condudl would 
very greatly diftrefs her : and added, that he would 
wntc to a friend of his, to procure her enlargement ; 
and to relieve her from time to time, as (he might 
have occafion. 

Mr. Manl/s friend immediately comply'd with 
his requeft. He paid all her debts, gave her a Turn 
of money for her prelent fubflftence, and promifed 
to refborc her to her parents favour, provided he 
found her behaviour deferv'd : but alas I fhe was 
too prone to vice, to regard the tendered admoniti- 
ons ; and, rather than conform to any degree of 
decency of behaviour, threw berfelf upon the towiL 

Mr. Manly kept the latter part of this intelligence 
from her parents, who were drooping apace into the 
grave. Amelia faw, with inexpreflibe concern, their 
declining condition i and ftrove, by every endearing 
means in her power, to comfort them, tho' flie was 
ignorant of the real caufe of their forrow. 

Mr. Marworth and his wife died within a month 
of each other. They blefs'd Amelia and Mr. Manly 
with their lad breath, aud left them every thing 
thej died pofleifed of Amelia was inconfolable for 
their lofs ; and, but for the indulgence of the ten- 
dered hufband upon earth, had pined herfelf into a 
melancholy, that might have been attended with 
fatal confequences. 

Time, the tendernefs of her huiband, and the ^ 
calls of a young family (for flie had at this time 
two children) diffipated her grief Mr. Manly now 
thought himfelf the happiefl man upon earth, and a 
univerfal joy fpread itfelf through the whole family. 

Mr. Manly had a relation in America, who wasi 
immen(ely rich. He died about two years af-, 
ter Mr. Marworth, and left Mr. Manly the bulk of 
his fortune. The gentleman who fent ovjer the ac- 
count of Mr. Morfon's death, hinted, at the (ami^ 
time, that his prefence was abfolutely neceflary, for 
that the deceafed had left his affairs in a good deal 
of diforder. 

C Upon 
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Upon this advice, Mr. Manly and his faniflj 
went on board a veflel bound for America. They 
arrived (afe at Charles-Town, in South Carolina* 
about two months after their embarkation, without 
any thing extraordinary happening : and, upon ex- 
amination, Mr. Morfon's affairs were found fo inui* 
cate, as to require Mr. Manly's continuance in that 
country for a confiderable time. 

When the accounts came to be fettled, Mr. Manly 
found his relation had left him to the amount of 
fourteen thoui^nd pounds. As he had been feveral 
months at Charles-town, and found his dear Amelia 
enjoyed her health better in that country than ia 
England, be determined to fettle there, provided it 
was agreeable to her. He prppos'd it to her, whp 
always thought herfelf happy in obliging, received 
the propofal according to his wiftes. 

Mr. and Mrs. Manly us'd frequently to ride into 
the country, for the benefit of the air ; and one day 
as they were riding by the fide of a plantation, a 
poor, miferable, fpeftrejike wjretch,|>tefented itfelf 
before them, and implored an alms. 

Nothing could be more defpicabte than thefi>- 
gure before them, and yet her ^diefs was uncom- 
mon and.interefting ; and therefore Mr. Manly ask- 
ed her, what countrywoman <he was ? And, what 
could induce her to that degree ofmifery? She re- 
plied, fhe was an Engliih woman, and her diftrel^ 
was entirely owing to Tier own foHy. 

While fhe .was {peaking, Mrs. Manrly looked at 
her with great attention ; at length gave a fhriek. 
and cry'd out, " 'tis my Sister !" She had cer- 
tainly kW fro;n her horfe had not Mr. Manly, who 
dbfervcd her countenance change, caught her in his 
arms. Proper means ^eing usM flie foon recoyer'd, 
and Mr. Manly tenderly enquired into the reafon of 
her fright and exdamation. Upon which flie repli- 
ed, " That diftreffed creature is no other than my 
^ fifter Miranda." 

Mi^. Manly enquired into her name and family^ 
and* found it was certainly Miranda. He ordered 

proper 
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^tcfper care toT>e taken of her, and went to her maf- 
ter, who was a planter, and purchased her free- 
dom, withoxit letting him know to whom (he be- 
longed. 

Care had been taken by Mr. and Mrs. Manly to 
keep this affair a profound fecret, for* they happen'd 
to ride out that day without any attendants. They 
rtiadc it night before they brought her home, and 
then came a back-way through their garden. Mi- 
randa was left in a fummer-houfe 'till Mrs Manly 
brought her apparel and other neceflaries ; and eve- 
ry circumfhince, that might tend to her difgrace, 
carefully concealed. 

When every thing was' ready fot her reception, 
fhe was brought into her chamber, as a dear rela- 
tion who had been fuddeniy taken ill. The ami- 
able Mrs. Manly attended her in perfon j anr^, 
when they were by themfelves, ufed every endear- 
ing means to chear her. She aflured her of her fift- 
erU( affedb'on, and that ihe ihould want nothing 
that was in her power to make her happy ; aad that 
Kr. Manly had authoriz'd her to promifev^fej-his 
jiame, that he would love her as his own fifier, pt 0- 
vided (he endeavoured to deferve it. 

It is not poflible to exprefs the agonies of this 
poor wretch, on' beirt| treated in this humane man?-' 
ner. She threw herielf at her fitter's feet, and im- 
plored her forgivenefs, with many tears. Told her, 
that (he was the moft infamous creature breathing, 
that (he was tranfpof ted to that country for theft i 

that (he had brokie the hearts of ner parents ! 

(for (he had heard they were dead) and that 

flic had been guilty of almoft every thing that was 
bafe and vile! 

Mrs. Manly de(ired her to be comforted; told her, 
ail her failings (hould be forever blotted out of their 
memories, and that they (hould ftill efteem her za 
tho* (he had never offended. Thefe gjenerous en- 
dearments greatly alleviated her forr6w ^ and (he 
a(rured her fifter, that nothing but^ her inexpre(rible 
ttndernefs, could have faved her from deftrudtion 5 
C z and 
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a|id that flie would endeavour for the future, to tlie 
utmoft of her power, to follow he/ example ; for 
flic had found, by woeful experi^ce, that the cpnfs-* 
quence of Sin was Misery. 

Mrs. Squander behaved with great decency for the 
future, notwithftanding her ill Sate of health, her 
vices having brought on her a complication of di(^ 
tempers. Every means were ufed for her recovery, 
but in vain j for after lingering about ^x montw, 
during which time Mrs. Manly chiefly attended her, 
Qie died in her fitters arms. 

Hence let parents learn, to diftribute an equal 
portion of love among their children to re- 
ward or puniih, Only, according to their defarts 

to promote focial love amongft them to incul- 
cate principles^ of virtue, and to root out all appeai- 
ance of vice. Then, and then only, may they hope 
to fee their children an honour to human nature: — 
or, fliould ail their admirable leflbns be thrown away 
upon them (which very rardy happens) yet they 
have this comfortable reflexion, ** That they are 
J--e^/cious to themfelves they have done thMr. 
** duty." 

Mr. and Mrs. Manly lived long and happy. They 
were beloved by the whole country ; and, in return, 
loved the whole world. They were blefs'd with 
four children, of whom two (a fon and a daughter) 
furvived: the one, inherited all the (hining accora- 
plifliments of the worthy father ; the other, pofFefled 
jill the fofter virtues of the amiable mother. 
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O R, 
TheSINCERE FRIEND. 



Wlo knows the Joys of Tntn^^i^ ? 

7b€ truft^ Security f and mutual fendernefs ? 
The double Joys » ivhere each is clad for both ? 
Friendfhip ! our only IFealtb, our lofi Retreat and 

Strength, 
Securt againjl ill Fortune and ibe World, 

ROWE. 

TH E force of friendfhip was nevermore ftrong- 
\y exemplified in modern days, than in the 
hiftory of Horatio and Philander. Whether it equals 
that of Pylades and Oreftes, in days of yore, when 
iiiftances of this kind were more frequent, I pretend 
not to fay. At prefent the world feems not to be fb 
ifteril in the produdtion of (incere friends, that a juft 
delineation of a gentleman, now living; who may, 
with the greateft propriety, lay claim to this aimable 
diara£ter, will undoubtedly be well received. The 
following pi^re then of a true friend, as it is taken 
ftom nature, and ha» none of thofe heightnings and 
colourings that we fee in pieces of antiquity, it is 
hoped will pleafe on that very account ; and, if the 
mof^ pleafing and (hiking features in it, ihould be 
fd far admired, as to induce an imitation ; this ^ir- 
rour, which is held up tothe publick view, will fully 
aniwerourmoftfanguine hopes and honeft intentions. 

Horatio and Fliilander, two gentlemen of large 
fortunes, were formerly fchool-fellows ; and con- 
tracted, even in their juvenile days, fo firm an inti- 
inacy and friendfltip with each other, as misfortune 
itfelf could not break, nor time deftroy 

Horatio* in his feventeenth year, ^as fent to 

Oxford to compleat his education^ where 4ie made a 

*G^ 3 progrefs 
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fM-ogrefs equal to his Attempts |. and (o prudeatljr 
did he demean himfelf, that he gained univeHGd 
efteem. 

After he had (laid there sl few years^ news ar- 
Tived of his father's death. He haftened therefore 
home, and took pofFeffion-of the ample fortune tHa( 
had i>een left him. 

Some Ihort time after this, he married a lady of 
great fortune and beauty, but which were infinitely 
excelled by the many mental accompliihments ihe 
poiTefFed. With her he. lived, and indeed, now 
lives, in the happieft manner human nature^ can 
poflibly know. 

Philander, about the fame time as Horatio left 
fchool, was, by his guardian, fent to London, and 
placed in a merchant's compting-houfe, in order for 
h^s being articled to that profeflion, if he approved 
of it ; which being greatly /to his liking, he was. ac- 
cordingly articled, and durihs the whole time of his 
clerklhip, he behaved himfelfibxdifcreetly, that his 
abilities, his integrity, and good condu^, rendered 
him the delight of every one. 

When the lime; he was articled forj was expired, 
he hired a very handfbme houfe, and carried on bu- 
ll nefs for himfelf; and, fo fuccefaful was he in his 
affairs, that m- feven years time he found he had 
cleared (ix thoufand two hundred pounds, which 
being added to the fortune he had begun the world 
with, which was eight thoufand pounds, made him 
very ea(y in his circumftaaces. 

Philander now finding himfelf in a very flour- 
iihing ftate, with a great number of friends, his bu- 
finefs increafing; and in fhort, every undertaking 
profperous, was refolved to venture upon matri- 
mony, and pitched upon a young lady adorned with 
every perfection. Leonora, for that was her name, 
was well pleafed with the addreffesof fo polite and 
wealthy a man, and he was no lefs- charmed with 
her. When there is a mutual love fubfifting ber 
tween the fexes, and no impediment by friends, it is 
not long before Hymen is called in to tye the lu- 
^ ,. diffolvUc 
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diiToluble knot. As; this proved to be the cafe with 
our lovers, it is no wonder that they ihbuld invoke 
Bis afliftance : In fhort, they were foon married, and 
no couple could poflibly be happier, in that happieft 
ftate, than Philander and his Leonora. 

A FEW years after their marriage, they (aw them- 
felves ftill happier than at its coniummation. They 
faw themfelves blefled with thofe cements of connu- 
bial felicity, two charming boys and . a lovely girl. 
His affairs too went on ftill better. Nothing but 
an ynintemipted feries of good fortune happened 
to him. Everything looked with a imilihg afped.. 
But, in this happy (ituation. Philander did not for- 
get thofe indifpeniibl^ obligations, which are requir- 
ed from the fons of happiness. He remembred the 
poor ; he gave cloathing to the needy, food to the 
hungery, and drink to the thirfty. Whenever, ef- 
pecially, he faw a wretch* thrown down from the 
lummit of profpertty, he kindly took him by the 
hand, afUfted him with money, and made him hapny. 
With thefe virtues, and thefe focial feelings, which 
kindly melt in foft corapaifion at others woes, PhiL- 
ander was univerfally beloved. Who then could 
be more happy ? Can human nature know a greater 
joy^ than in hleifing the worthy indigent with fh'e 

food things of life, which blind and. partial fortune 
as either never given ; or, having given, taken 
away?— —In fltort, Philander was the happieft 
of men. 

But (hort the duration of this happihefs": for, as 
we often fee black clouds will obfcure the brighteft 
day ; fo, in life, the clouds of misfortune will fre- 
quently break in and darken all our joys. So fared 
it with the good Philander. News arrived that a 
fhip, wherein he had goods to the value of four 
thoufand pounds, was cad away. This was a bit- 
ter ftroke } but (hortly after, a much worfe arrived. 
A veffeU wherein he had almoft the whole cargo, 
bound to- England from Turkey, and laden with 
goods of immenfe value, by a terrible hurricane 
vras driven onScilly rocks^ and diere funk> ^ith 

every 
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every man on board hec« they not fiaving dme t9^ 
take to their boat. 

This was a prodigious lofs, and Philander could 
fiardly bear it ; however, he muftered up his fpirits 
as well as he could, and hoped for better times. But ' 
from thefe two melancholy events, his afikirs becam^ - 
ftill more unfortunate.^ Scarce a month paft, but 
fome lofs had happened to bins; His outward and . 
home^trade now both failed : and, to complete his 
undoing, two merchants, whom he had given credit 
for goods to the amount of near feven thoufand 
pounds, became bankrupts. In ihort. Philander and « 
Leonara, were now as mifecable, as they had be- - 
fore been happy. His creditors finding he had (uf- 
fered fuch great lofTes, became importunate. Der 
mands are made by every one ; which, unable to * 
anfwer, his ^oods are taken, into execution. 

Leonora ts fo much aife^ed with grief, that - 
fickne^ (eizes on her, and ihe is even at death's 
Sioor. Philander>. who is the^only happinefs and - 
comfort Use can b6aft, is> hurried away to prifon, and'« 
now ibe becomes quite defperate.^^ CoaBned on die ' 
b6d ojf fickhefs, her children * ftarving, her huiband 
imprifoned, what can ihe do} Alas ! (he gives vent 
to»ner for rows by tears, even 'till they flow like an > 
innundation. 

No friend is" found to afTift this diffirefled family. . 
The tender Leonora, and her innocent young ones» . 
are now immuc'd in a garret, which (he hires at fo ^ 
much pet week.. AH thofe who, when Philander 
was in profperity partook of his bounty, were ho- 
noured with his regard, and made the greateft pro- 
teflatioas of friencuhip, now ftand aloof, and nei- 
ther affift him, his unfortunate , wife, or his little 
dive-bfanchesi 

Eighteen tedious months, rolled away in this 
unhappy manner, and faw Philander as miferable, 
and as unlikely to procure his difcharge, as at 
his firft entrance. There is no occafion for my de* 
fcriUng the miferies he underwent, in the prifon ; 
few people are ignorant of them experimentally, or 

^7 
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hy deferfjptfon. They will therefore cxcufe my liil- 
. dertaking fo unpleafing a theme. 

Leonora follicited her friends for herhufband's 
difcharge, and for her children's fubiiftance ; the 
former of which was denied, but they allowed hir 
fpme (mall pittance for herfeif and family, otit of, 
which, (he frequently viii'tihg her hufband, afliftcd 
hun as much as fhe could. 

Now grief and defpair had taken fo full poffeflion 
of the once happy Philander, that, wearied out with 
agonizing life, he hadalmoll relblved to take it a- 
way ; but, reflefting, that as he was a chriftian in 
principle, he ought to be fo in pradtice j and there- 
fbre, he baniflied the odtous fuggeftion : wifely con-- 
eluding, that the man who removes himfelf from 
the ftation in which his maker has placed him, is as 
much more infamous and criminal than the centinel ■ 
who removes from the poft order'd him by his officer, 
as the infinite fuperiority of the Great Supreme, 
IS above that abjedt nothiiignefs which flefli can be 
heir to. 

Actuated witK this juft opinion, he refolved 
to (iibmit to his hard fate, and wait in expe£tation of 
fbme fortunate event, that fhould unloofe his bonds, 
and reflore him to the arms of his dear Leonora, and 
his beloved children. He would often walk round 
the prifon, view the bufy world ; and, by obferving 
the eagernefs of mankind in their feveral purfiiits, 
had almoft brought hunfelf to think, that they were 
prifbners as well as hhnfelf, tho' their prifonr was 
lomething larger. He would likewife confider him- 
felf as totally detached from the world, and there* 
fore not liable to the many errors and misfortunes 
*that daily happen to thofe in it ; bur thefe and many 
other refleflions his bufy thought would at times 
fuggeft to him, were but momentary, and afforded 
him but little comfort. He pined and languiihed 
for liberty inceffantly, and the imall hopes he could 
with any reafon entertain of this happy change, not 
only threw him into a flate of defpair, but feized on 
kis body in fuch a^^ violent 'maonery that^ unable to 

CO£C: 
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cope with the hardihips impofed on it, it every d|^ 
became more feeble, and at length feemed near its 
dtiblntion. 

One day, among the rejR:, as Philander was waft- 
ing round the prifon and meditating on various Tub- 
jedby a gentleman called him by his name; and, 
throwing his arma round his neck, embraced him 
with the greateft fervor. He could not immedi- 
ately recai to his mind who the gentleman was, 'till' 
the weR known name of Horatio was pronounced. 
*^ Good God I IS it poffible!" exclaims theaftonilhed 
Philander. ^ Does Horatio, whom I have not feen^ 
** thefe many years, ftill remember his old fchool-fel- 

** low, and condefcend to vifit him, tho* in prifon !" 

** Yes," fays Horatio (for it was indeed that gene- 
rous friend) " my dear Philander 5 for, having been - 
^* informed of your misfortunes, and that they were 
** not owing to any fault of your own, I came to 
*' town as raft as I could, and muft do myfelf the 
** plealure of releafing from confinement, one, for 
** whom I had former^, and muft ftill retain, the 
** moft fincere regard." I fhall not pretend to de- 
ifribe the, pjeafuxe which this fpeech gave our cap- 
tive ; let it fuffice, that Horatio paid the debts ' 
which he." owed, and theJalLfees, uponiwhkh he- 
was releafed; 

It would be as fruitlefs, as impoflible, to attempt 
to fhew the tranfports of Philander*s heart, at this 
lUKommon inft^ce of generoiity and friendfhip. 
None but thofe whole heacts are (ufceptible of the 
fofreft paflions, can/poffiWy conceive them. His de- 
Irverance from prifon, and the happinefs he enjoy- 
ed with his wife, his children, and friend, waa (b 
lively and complete, that his health was quickly re- . 
ftored. His dear Leonora too was io over-loaded 
with excefs of gratitude, when told of Horatio's ' 
goodness, that words are too weak to-ihew her 
acknowledgements : and it is hard to fa|^, which of 
the three were moft happy. For tho' Philander and 
Leonora were immediately cefcued from the jaws 
of poverty and defpair, at a time when they had 

no 
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fiio maimer of hopes of it, i^nd were conftquently 
tbleiTed to an extreme decree : yet, I think, the plea- 
(iire refnlting from confaous goodnefi, and the re- 
iledtion of aft'ng up to the principles of reafbn and 
religion, mnft have made Horatio morefb. How- 
ever this be, the family, juft before a prey to in- 
.digence and ibrrow, were now as happy as thdr 
Ji^rts could wifli. 

Horatio, not content with barely delivering his 
iriend from prifon, lent him two thou(and pounds 
to begin the world again, ** as it is termed:" whidi 
he improving to great advantage, in a few years re- 
paid ^i? fciiesd, and offered him £fteen hundred 
pounds, which be had paid to l^s creditors when in 
priibn, jwhidx that Sincere Frieno by no impor- 
;tunities could be prevailed on to accept. 

His two fons were qow articled to him ; and be- 
having extremely well,' at the end of their time, he 
/took them into p^rtnerfliip^ and five years after, on 
fettline his affairs, he found himfelf worth the net 
film of iixteen thoufand four hundred and thirty 
pounds, with which he is retired to the country 5 
where he lives in a peaceful happy manner, the 
friend to the poor and needy, the patron of the vir- 
tuous, the delight of his neighbours, and the Jover 
of mankind. His daughter, the Ipyely Clariffa, ia 
jnarried to a gentleman in Wiltlhire, whofe many ex- 
cellent pefFeSions juftly intitle him to the regard 
and veneration of every one. Thfey live in the great- 
eft harmony; and, after I have declared, that they 
are, in the true fen^ of the word, Christians, 
that they a£t conformable to the precepts of our fa- 
cred religion, and ftill walk in one continued path 
of virtue ; I need not fay, that they are as happy as 
mortality can poflibly be, 

Ph I L A N D B r's two fotts are accomplifh'd gentle- 
men, and now live in London. They carry on the 
fame bufinefs their father did, but with much better 
fuccefs. They frequently vifit their lovely fifter in 
Wiltfliire, and her worthy hulband ; who, in return, c 
do the fame, whenever they come to town : in ' 

fliort, 
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fkoTtf there is a happy union throughout the whole 
fiunily. 

From this true ftory we may reafonably and juft*- 
ly conclude, that there is an all-wife and all-feeing 
providence, who will never forfake the virtuous i 
tor tho' they may, for a while, be opprefled, and lie 
under the clouds of adverfity ; yet, fooner or later, 
the fun of Profperity will break through and diiperfe 
them, and diffiife his new-born light vrith more than 
common luftre. And although, in this life virtue is 
not always rev^rded, yet we may ceft afTured, from 
the unerring voice of fcripture, and enlightened 
rcafon, that there will be a fta(^ x>f moft juft retri- 
bution : a coniideration that ought to give comfort 
to the diflrefs'd virtuous, and urike terror in the 
triumphant guilty. 

For bUKng al*ways tuait on <uirtuous deeds j 
jind tho' a iate, a Jure re^ward fucceeds. 
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O R, 
The TENDER MOTHER. 



TJo' plunged in Illsy and exertt^i in care^ 

Yet ne<ver let the noble- mind defpair. 

IVhen prefs^d by D anger s^ and befet *vuith Foes^ 

fThe Gods their timely Succour interpofe^ : 

And *when our Virtue finks y o^ertuhelm^dwtb Griefs 

By unforefeen Expedients bring relief. 

Philips's Diftrefs'd Mother. 



TH E following true ftory, exhibiting fome 
amiable inftances of Maternal Tender- 
ness, as it is a Family Piece, and to u(e the 
great lord Bacon's expreffion, " comes home to eve- 
ry one's buiinefs ;" cannot, I think, be Unacceptable, 
or unentertaining. 

Cordelia, a lady in the weft of England, was» 
at the age of about forty-one, left a Widow, with 
two young fons and a daughter. Her huiband was 
ft merchant of great eminence and large fortune ; 
and, what is infinitely preferable, he was a good 
companion, a trlie friend, a good hufband, an affec- 
tionate father ; and, in a word, an honeft man. Be- 
ing remarkably diftinguilhed in thefe feveral amiable 
chat^dters, it is no wonder, that, as he was generally 
beloved while living, he fhould . be univerfally la- 
mented when dead : and if his death afforded mat- 
ter cf ^rief to his friends and acquaintance, judge ye 
how lenfibly it muft have been felt by his wife Cor-, 
deiia! whofe lofs v;as the greater, as in hm ihe 
was depriv'd of her bcft friend, and her trueft fup- 
port i and was bereaved of all thofe te»d^ endeac- 
D meats 
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ments and fecial hours, that thej u(ed to par^afce 
with each other, and fpend together. Her grief too 
feized on her with redoubled force, on account of 
her children 5 whofe tender years preventing them 
from feeling their lofs, that portion of woe, which, 
being divided, would have fat lighter ton each, nqw 
fell all on her. 

But as (he was a woman of great good fenfe, and 
the daughter of a clergyman of great learning anti 
judgment, fo did (he a6t in the moft prudent manner 
poliible. Inflead . of indulging herfelf in fruitless 
tears and lamentations Vbut too often the pradtice of 
the fex) (he put her afmirs in the befi iltuation (he 
could ; fettled fome things, which the fudden death 
of her huflband had inevitably left in confufion ; 
and, in (hort, managed all her concerns with as 
niuch judgment and prudence, as the moft judicious 
and prudent of the.oth^i fex cpuld polfibly dp. 

After thefe neceiTary works, her chief care was 
to breed up her children with as much tendernefi 
and good management as (he could, and as their 
juvenile years required j and, as foou as they ar- 
rived at a proper age, they were fent to fchool, 
where they learnt what their different provinces re- 
quired. 

Cordelia, at about the age of forty-three, had 
feveral fuitors that offered themfelves ; and, among 
the reft, a gentleman that was (o prodigioufly love- 
ftruck, that I (hould be guilty of an unpardonable 
omilHon, not to mention fome few particulars con- 
cerning him. 

Th I s gendem^n tjien, that expreffed his affedion 
for t;he fai^ Cordelia with greater ardour and vehe- 
mence than hjs pther rivals, was about five feet hijgh, 
of a ruddy compledlion, and a belly like that ufually 
riven to the little boy that ftrrdes a calk and tri- 
umphs at the fight of clufters of grapes by him, 
which we ufually fee on a vintner's fign poft. He 
came regul?irly every day to fee the widow j and, by- 
way of preface to his vifit, .would falute her, accord- 
:ng to his country's cuftom, with a hearty fmacfe. 
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He was a widower, and had four children, and there- 
fore we muft fuppofe he was not entirely ignorant 
of the affairs of women. But noiwitliftanding this 
gentleman's violent affedlion, and he being in very 
good circumftances, as her marrying again might be 
difadvantageous to her children, fie loon diimifled 
him ; who, being of a very amorous difpofition, 
xtiarried a lady of better fortune, and uniacumbred 
with a family, about a fortnight after. 

Cordelia, indeed, was one' who wanted nd 
lover. She had been married to the beft man in the 
world fome years, had lived with him in the greateft 
harmony, and, at his death, vns left with three chil- 
dren, the pledges of their love } and on them he# 
love, affedlion and tendernefs were fo ftrongly fixed, 
that fhe could by no rn^ans withdraw any part of it, 
to place on any other object. 

After her children' had leamt" as much at'tK^e 
reading-fchool as it could teach, the boys were fent 
to a grammar-fchool, where nothing remarkable hap- 
pened ; except that the eldeft improved himfelf in 
his ftudies, as much as the youAgeft neglected them. 

The Daughter, in the mean time, continued at 
home with Cordelia, who^ in flruded her in domeftick 
affairs , and made her, in a very little time, a com- 
plete houfe-wife : a very neceffary, though negiedt- 
cd part of famale education ! 

When (he was about thirteen, her eldeft brother, 
who wrote a fine hand and underftood accounts per- 
fedtly well, undertook to inftrud her in thofe bran- 
ches of literature; in which Ihe &dn made a pro-' 
grefs, that redounded as much to his honour, as it 
was a fingular proof of her abilities. 

Cordelia, whofe affedlion for her children in- 
duced her to give them the beft education, could- 
not, without the moft pleafmg fenfations behold her 
daughter and eldeft fon improve themfelves in their 
feveral ftudies j but, at the famfe time, ftie could not 
be infenfible of the flow progrefs of her other fon. 

Her eldeft fon being now almoft fifteen, flie w^s' 
undcttrmined to what profellion (he fhould bring him 
D 2 up 
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up. One while fee thought the gown was fltteft'- 
for him, another while phyfick, and; then the law. 
At laft law prevailed, and the young gei^tleman, 
was fent to London ta fludy it, and be called ta> 
the bar, that being what himfelf moft approved 
of. After he had been there $• few months, he had a 
great longing to re-vifit his daflick friends ; which, . 
indulging, he^was fo paffionately fond of them, that 
Homer, Virgil, and Horace, were more frequently 
in his company, than Jacob, D'Aiivers, or Salkeld. 
Having likewife been, when at fchool, an admicer 
of the mufe«, and invoked their Affiftance in a few 
pieces, he became now abfolutely enamoured o£ 
ihem ; and one of thofe, as Pope fays, 

*• W&o^ ftudy Shake/J>ear at the Inns of Court'' 

And, in tonfequence of this inclination, would fre* 
quentJy be penning a Stanza, or inditing a Madrigal^ 
indead of perufing Coke on Littleton, or iludying 
the Inftitutes. This bad tafle, as it was called, could 
pot be corredled by the repeated exhortations of h» . 
mother, or the tautologous difcourfes of his uncle, 
with whom he lived, and who was an eminent 
council, but continually increafed ; 'till at lengthy 
not having the fear of criticifm before his eyes, but 
moved and inftigated by the fpirlt of poetry, he 
v/rote a complete poem, which by chance coming to 
Cordelia's hands, (he concluded him ruined : and not 
long after, feeing he had publilhed a book, though 
it was approved of by all the world ; yet, as it waa 
foreign to his proper ftudy, fee pronounced him, ab- 
folutely undone. 

I HAVE mentioned this foible of Cordelia's as a 
feade, the better to fet off he/ eminent virtues. My 
Tender Mother is not iiftended as a Perfect 
character ; for, as I have drawn it from nature and 
real life, it is impoffible it feouid be fo. 

The Daughter a young lad)c^of about fixteea 
years of age, now dying, gave CorHeJia great con- 
cern : 
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cern : nor is it to be wondered at, for (he had loft a 
daughter the world itfelf could fcarcely parallel. 

Soon after this lofs, (he put her youngeft Ton 
clerk to a very eminent merchant in London ; who, 
being of a very carelefs difpofttion, and feldom mind- 
ing his affairs, his clerks contracted fuch an invince- 
able hatred to work, that his bufinefs daily dccreafed. 
Regardlefs however of this, he purfued his fchcme 
of fife, 'till drunkennefs and debauchery brought on 
a fever, which terminated in his death. 

This was inthelaftyear of the youth's clerk- 
ihip ; who, inftead of reforming by his matter's 
vices, abandon'd himfelf to all manner of wickednefs. 
The admonition of his mother, and the friendly ex- 
poftulations of- his brother were of no efFett (for 
his brother, the poet, exclufive of his having writ- 
ten a Book, was in other refpedls a gentleman of 
great integrity, and greatly refpeCted by all that knew* 
him) he -Sill went on in his wicked courfes ; 'till 
at length, his conftitution almoft broken, his poc- 
kets empty, and over head and ears in debt, he was 
thrown in jail by one of his creditors: 

Cordelia, hearing this melancholy news, knew 
not how to a6l. To pay his debts, before he had 
dranka little of the cup of adverfity, would be im- 
proper. To fuffer a fon, whom fliedearly loved, to be 
expofed to the loathfomeneis of a prifon, and even tp 
want the common neceflaries of life, would be as 
much fo. After, coniidering a good while, (he came 
to a refoluiion of allowing him fufEcient to live de- 
cently; and hoped that, by his feeing the horrors 
and the miferies attendant on extravagance, he 
would, for the future, amend his courfe of life. 

H I s brother, who was now called to the bar, an4 
pradifed with great credit and fuccefs, frequently 
came to pay him the money his mother allowed him, 
and entreated him to leave; off his extravagant 
courfes. In (hort, on every vifit, he would give nim 
the bed advice that the befl man could give : but 
the youth ftill continued debauched,, though in pri- 
fon ; and though his allowance would not permit 
D 3 him 
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him to a£l as he could wifh, yet he made the word 
ufe of it he could, for the day after he had receiv'd 
it, his pockets were generally empty. 

At length, tired and almoft poilon'd with the 
prifon, and panting for liberty, he afFeded great (br- 
row and humiliation ; wrote a penitent letter to his 
xrother, filled with proteftations of his future good 
conduft, and expreffing the greateft deteftatioA at 
his paft. This letter gave the tender mother the .- 

treated: joy. She even wept at the reading it ; and 
er imagination bringing to her view, the torture 
her dear fon muft be in, and the niifery he muft fuf- 
fer, (he fet out for London the very next day, re- . 
iblving to anfwer his letter in perfon.^ After a 
pleafant journey, fhe arrived fafe ; and, calling a 
hackney-coach, drove to the place of his confine- 
ment, willing to releafe him as foon as poflible. 

On her arriving there, fhe found her ion was not 
in fo loathfome a place as fhe imagined, nor did fhe 
find that he was fo low in fpirits as his letter hinted ; 
for, to confefs the real truth,: hiq had beep drinking 
^ith fome of his boon companions, 'till he was quite - 
intoxicated. He was therefore, on Cordelia'^s ap- 
proach, lying on the bed; but her well-known 
voice faluting his ear, he ftarted from his pillow, 
and faluted her. She could not avoid feeing the 
condition he was in, but prudently faid nothing of 
it at that time ; well knowing> that to quarrel with > 
a drunkard,- is like fighting with the wind; or, as 
oneof the antients expreffes lU** injuring the abfent." 

But the youth's fenfes, quickly returning,-.he dif^ 
courfed more rationally with her : and fhe acquaint- . 
ing him, that fhe would free him from his confine- 
ment».if he would reform his courfe of life ; he was 
fo much in raptures, thtrt he made the moft folemn 
protefhfctiona of it; which gare her no little pleafure. 

Tn-E next day, fhe inforiiied herfeif particularly 
of his affairs, difcharged all • his debtsi and releaftd 
him from his confinement: and, as if" that was too 
little, fhe gave him three thoufand ponndSj to put. 
hinxfelf in bufinefs, which he foon jJei formed. 

CpRDEMA,. 
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€>bRDELiA, now feeing him fettled to his Satis- 

flidtioh, and her other fort in a very fiourifhing way> 

returned home in that contented, happy ftate^ which 

none but the virtuous can poffibly know. 

But ihe had not long continued in this blifsfuL 
ftate, before a letter came to her from her eldefl 
fbn 5 acquainting her, that his brother had fpent alt 
his fortune,, difpos'dof his goods, run in debt, and 
was gone, abroad Thiis hews greatly afBifted Cor- 
delia's heart ; and fhe was fo immoderately grieved, 
that it injured her health; however calling her rea- 
fbn to her aid; and reflecting that (he was happy in her 

■nifer 



eldeft fon, and that all happinefs and mifery was 
only comparative ; flie could not biit think, on an 
impartial furvey.and edjmate df human life, ihe had 
a. greater, por^on of happinefs than-cameto hef 
Ihare. This judictous manner of reflecting, abated 
her forrow ; and flie hoped that her fbn, who was 
yet but very young, might ere long behold his er- 
rors, and deteft his abandon'd life : but as ihe was 
a woman of the Jlriflefl: honefty, fbe gave orders to 
her eldeft fon to difcharge hi» brother's debts, which ; 
was imniediately performed. , 

She now was more eafy in her mind, and time at 
length wore away the extremity of her griefi yet 
could (he not entfrely forget her fon, but lamented 
his mifconduft ; and though it may be laughed at by 
a Fashionable reader, yet I am not afhamed to 
declare, that fhe continually addrefled herfelf to the,. 
Great Supreme to lead him in the paths of vir- 
tue, and refcue him from the jaws pf vice and mif- 
ery, into which he had .fallen. - 

About five years after this,' during which time 
(he had not heard from her fon, but concluded him 
dead, a ftranger came to her houfe, and defired to 
fpefik with her ; and, being admitted, proved, to be 
her long-loft, wild, ungracious child. " I know 
not,*' fays the youth, " with what face tO- appear 
••before thebeft of mothers, after having injured . 
•* her in the moft Cruel manner j and for that ten^ 
•* dc^-nefs and goodnefs (he has continually ihewn to 

•* mc> 
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** me, behaved with the utmoft difobedience. But, 
*' oh!'' continued he falling on his knees, " ikj- 
" you do not hate me, and f ask no more. Pardon 
" to fuch difobedience as mine, would be almofl 
** folly. I do not ask it r.j'et deareft mother! if I 
** may yet venture to call you fo ! I will ftrive, by . 
". my future condu£k, to merit it, though I dare not ^ 
" hope it." Tears, flowing down his cheeks, pre-: 
vented his faying more. 

Cordelia, whofe pearly drops offorrow flow- 
ing from her eyes, confeflTed the mother, did not he- 
(itate at what flie fliould do j but, raifing him, em- 
braced him with the greateft afi^edlion, and pardon- 
ed his paft follies. He was fo overwhelmed with joy 
at her maternal tendernefs, that words could not 
(peak his gratitude ; but at length recovering from . 
the pleafing trance, into which her goodnefs had • 
thrown hini, he promifed entire obedience to her • 
for the future, and vowed an eternal adieu to all his 
vices. Cordelia was now happy : (he doubted not 
her fon's (iricerity, and was infinitely rqoiced at fo. . 
fbrtunate an event. 

After he had lived with her fome time, and flic . 
faw he. was really reformed, flie fet him up again in 
hiS bufinefs ; and his brother, finding he now behav-> 
ed himfelf with difcretion and judgement, greatly ^ 
promoted hisTntereft. 

Cordelia was now as happy as flie could defire j . 
and her fon foon after marrying a lady of great pru- 
dence and virtue, though but an indifferent fortune, . 
this tender parent gave him five thoufand pounds . 
more, as a proof of her approbation of his condu^. . 
Nor was (he unmindful of her eldeft fon^ who, 
though he had acquired a handfome fortune by his ^ 
pradtice, yet frequently partook of his mother's 
bo\inty. 

After having lived fome years in as happy a man-. 
ner as this probationary ftate can afford, (he was fum- 
moned to that UnTrfed flate, where virtues, like 
her's, are properly rewarded ; leaving the ^ronc©ft i 
intentive to good, adtibns^ an .Example for all ner . 
&x to follow. THE 
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MR* Sfedfaft^ a gentleman of large fortune 
and ftridt honour, though of a very rigid 
temper te his children and dependant, )ifh.z blefled 
with one fon and a Daughter. The fon "^as a young 
gentleman, of great perfonal accomplifcments, and 
ft fweet turn of mtnd. The Daughter whofe name 
was Charlotte, was nothing inferior, in every ami- 
able quality that can adorn the mitid, or captivate 
the heart. She had a moft exaft proportion of body, 
Und a charming fymmetry of Features. Her fore- 
head was high-ft — -her eyes black — —her hair^ of 
the fame hue, hung in trcfles curling in her neck-« 
her (kin was fair as alaba{(er, or Pariah marble ; and^ 
in ihort, there was a certain Je-ne-fcay-quoy in her 
whole form, that fubdued the foul of the fpe&ator, 
before he could guard againft its force. Thefe at- 
tractive graces were only faint emblems of the rtiore 
engaging charms of her mind, and ttiade her loVed 
as loon as feen. 

It is no wonder that a brother and fifteti fuch as 
1 have defcribed, fliould be tenderly fond, of each 
other J and create a pleafure in the breaft of their 
parents, (uch as thofe who do not bear that faCred, 
clofcly-knit tye, muft be ftrangers to. 

Mr. Stedfaft was a widower of about fifty-feven 
jtsirs of age, when his fon was about three-and- 

twenty, , 
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twenty, and his daughter ninteen. He now came to 
a refolution to fend nis fon abroad, to fee the differ- 
ent manners and cufloms of the different nations, to 
open and enlarge his mind beyond the narrow limits 
of partial prqudice; which Ehglifhmeff, in parti- 
cular, conceive fn favour of their own country. This 
was certainly a judicious flep, and executed at a pro- 
per feafon, when the young gentleman's mind began 
to expand itfelf, and was capable of deducing from 
his travels, that knowledge which he thirfted after. 

A PROPER tutor was pitched upon by the oM 
gentleman, to attend his fon in the tour he pro- 
pofed taking, and they accordingly fet out together ^j 
to the great grief of mifs Charlotte, whofe tender 
affedtion for her brother rendered her almoft incon- • 
folable. . ... V 

While the young gentleman is purfuing his 
travels, let us obfervcthe tranfadtions at Mr. Sted- - 
faft's houfe. 

Love, whofe empire is unlimited, and power un-* 
difputed, now fixed his throne, and reigned triumph- 
ant in the heart of Mr. StedfafL A young widow, 
named Aurelia, of about two-and-twenty years of 
age, happening. to. pay him. a viiit, the firft flie had 
made fince the death of her hulband, which was full 
fix weeks ago; Cupid faw, with grief, the uninter-* 
nipted tranquility in Mr. Stedfaft's bofom. He even 
imagined, the old gentleman had fet him at defiance, 
had foifaken his allegiance, and rebelled againft his; 
throne.. 

During the vifit thcni and while the fair Aure-* 
iia was fipping her tea, the light- winged god perch- 
ed on her breaft, took one m- the marpeil arrows* 
from the fair one's quiver, applied it to his bow, 
drew it upto-the higheft pitch, and let it Hy. The 
arrow flew, fwift as the forked .lightning from. the 
hands of thundering Jove, transfixed the old man's 
heart, and wet its feather in his bloxxi The old 
gentleman acquainted the faif one with the wound 
he had received, and declared it could not be cur'd 

by none but her, To b^ ^&.ciwicifeas pofliblc»- 

thia' 
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this gallant declaration was well received, and a very 
few days had elapfed ere the knot, more firm than 
^e Gordian one of old, was tied. 

From this aera we may date Mr. Stedfafl's more 
than common cruelty to his children ; and, what is 
fomething remarkable, it did not proceed from any 
diflike Aurelia, now Mrs. Stedfafl, had to them, nor 
from their own bad condudt, but metely from a fpirit 
of cruelty inherent' in the old man's dilpofition. Be- 
fore his marriage he had been inflexibly fevere, and 
atifterely rigid to them; but, as they were. endued 
with a thoufand good qualities, more engaging than 
generally are found in children, they behaved to him 
with all the filid obedience and affedlion, that a truly 
amiable paternal character could poffibly merit from 
the beft of children. 

Mr. Stedfaft, about a year after his fon's d-cpar- 
ture, judged it proper for him to return home ; and, 
for that purpofe, wrote to him at Padua, a noble 
Venetian city. ^ The young gentleman, on the re- 
ceipt of this letter, was very forry to be called a- 
way (b dbon ; jand in a letter he wrote forthwith, 
defSred his father to let him ftay a little logger, as 
he was then engaged in the ftudy of phyfick, to 
which he had taken a great inclination. But in- 
flexible in his refblulion, the old gentleman would 
not confent to it j wherefore, on the receipt of his 
fon's letter, he difpatched another, requiring him to 
. cpme home immediately, on pain of his difpleafure. 

The young gentleman knowing expoftulationa 
would be in vain, prepared for his journey; and 
his preceptor accidently meeting a young gentleman 
that had formerly been his pupil, and underftand- 
ing he was to fet out for England the week follow- 
ing, they agreed to go together. 

Nothing material happened in their voyage to 
London, fave that this young gentleman and young 
Stedfaft conceived fo good an opinion of each other, 
that there arofe, in a fliort time, a very clofe inti- 
macy and friendfliip between them. 

This 
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Th I s young gentleman whofe name was Williaft- 
fon> was the only ion of a baronet of that name ; and» 
though he waspoffefs'd of excellent abilities, yet the 
excels of ROod-nature and candor he abounded with> 
was far mperior to them. Th i s it is that en- 
gages the hearts of mankind, but That only meets 
their wonder. 

On their landing at Dover, they tt)olc a couple of 
'poft-chaifes for London ; the two friends in one, 
and Mr Stedfafl's preceptor in the other. Aboult 
eight o'clocjk at night, after a hard days journey, . 
they arrived at their Other's houfes. 

Mr, Stedfaft was furprized to find his fon had 
made (uch hafte ; and his fon was no lels furprized 
to find a mother, (Ince his departure ; at which, we 
may befure, he was not a little chagrined. 

Mr. WilliamfoH came the next day to vifit out 
young gentleman ; and though he had travelled 
over a great part of the globe, . and had feen a great 
nuTuber of the faireft oftbe fair, yet was his heart 
flilj his ovfn, and unmoved by the different beauties . 
he had feen. But now he found it was fufcepti- 
ble of that mighty, yet tender paffion. He fa*r 
Charlotte !-r — He&wa fair. 

" AdtirrCdnuith atlAhat nature could hejiptv ^ 

But could not fee her with impunity. His heart 
fell a vi^im to her power, and his eyes declared him 
a- captive to her charms. But, if he was ravifhed 
a^ the numberlefs beauties (he difclofed, like the 
biufhing rofe to his eager view, how was he enrap- 
tured at thehoney-dtopping words which flowed from 
her mouth, and the fweet principles of virtue, which 
triumphed in her heart ! His vifit, intended to his 
friend, was now protraded in fayour of the lovely 
Charlotte ; but, as the beft friends muft part, he un- 
willingly fubmitted to the hard injun6lion. 

A Pass I ON founded on a juft foundation, th« 
foundation of virtue and of honour, will ever fb far 
inlinuate its delicious poifon into the bofom of its 

flave^ 
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flave, a» to make him attempt to gain, by every me- 
thod coniiftent with itfelf, the much-loved objeft of' 
it. This maxim, the condudt of the amOroui 
youth foon exemplified ; for he declared his love to 
Charlotte in fuch terms, as demonftrated it proceed- 
ed from the nobleft views : and though I dare not 
aflert, with the whole fraternity oT love-writers, 
that he was abfolutely Difinterefted in his love, (as, 
ifi fa^t, it is a contradiction in terms) yet he was 
quite fo, vnth refpe6t to any Mercenary View. His 
Paflion was repaid by his miftrefs with eqlial paflion j 
and Mr. Williamfon, being blefled with a tender and 
indulgent father, acquainted him with it, and foH- 
cited his confent; who not only frankly gave it, but 
undertook to gain Mr. Stedfaft's, with whom he wat 
well acquainted. 

The young gentleman was In raptures at his fa- 
ther's goodnefs, and doubted not Mr. Stedfaft's con- 
fent, as his fortune was much fuperior to what Mt. 
Stedfaft could give his daughter, he therefore thanked 
his father for this further inftance of his paternal af- 
fedtion, and declared he Would always a^ in fuch 9. 
manner, as fliould evince that he ever retained a due 
conception of it. 

With this prudent fpeech the baronet was well 
fatislied ; and could not, without great fatisfa£cion» 
reflet on the excellent choice his Ion had made, for 
he had frequently obferved the difcretion and wif- 
dom with which this young lady had always con- 
ducted herfelf. He therefore waited on Mr. Sted- 
faft, and over a Bottle undertook the office of love's 
advocate. The particular arguments he made ufe. 
of, to convince Mr. Stedfaft of the propriety of the 
match, I have never been able to learn ; but the re- 
fult of a very long conference was, that his endea- 
vours and arguments were unfuccefsful. Mr. Stedfaft 
would promile his daughter no fortune 'till his deaths 
though he was worth above fifty thoufand pounds ; 
and the prudent baronet did not choofe his forr 
(hould be guilty of fuch a piece of Qnixotifm as he 
termed it, to marry on fo precarious a fouadation. 
E Im 
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In juftice to Mrs. Stedfaft, I itauft obferve, tbae 
though (he was only (ix-and-twentj, and might pof* 
Tibly have had fome children by the old genueman i 
yet, as (he had conceived a great affe^on for Mi(s 
^Charlotte, (he endeavQured, a3 much as (he could* 
to perfuade her hn(baad to give a portion of tea 
thoufand.povindsi bemgthe fum the baronet demands 
cd- but this he pofitively refiifed. 

Ma- WilHamfon, on his father's infonning himpf 
his ill fuccefs in his negociation, was greatty difap- 
pointed. He had been buoyed up with hopes, and 
had very little doubt of fo unfortunate a ihoke as 
this was to him : Not that it was on account of Mr. 
Stedfafl's refufing to give his daughter any fortune, 
.but his father's refufing his confent without it. 

But, arming himfelf with a becoming re(blut]on» 
he waited on Mr. Stedfaft ; told him^ he de(ired na 
fum of money with his daughter, nor did he de(ire 
any at his death i that Mifs Charlotte was herfelf a 
portion ; and that, if l^e .would give him her, it 
was all he defired ; but without her fiis life n^uft t^ 
burthenfome, and not worth poifeirmg. 

One wGtuld naturally imagijjie that (o didnterefted, 
fo generous an offer, cfclivered in the moft xefpedU 
ful manner, muft have been c?^hed at with eager- 
nefs by the old gentleman ; but he ^bfolutely rer 
fufed it, and forbid him ever more to fee J\is daugh- 
ter. The youth was thunderilruck at fo unparallel- 
ed a piece of cruelty, and remonflrated, with fome 
warmth agai^nft it > when he was deHred to quit thip 
houfe, and never approach it again. 

The young gentleman, whofe whole foul was 
love, was now ih abfolute difpajr ; nor was the fair 
Charlotte lefs (o. I^ndeed her cafe was worfe than 
her lover's, for (he had fo fixed her heart on the ac- 
>:bmpli(hed young gentleman, and vwis fo mottified 
'ft?Whe killing found of her father's refiifal, that, 
•« grief, like a v^ojm in the bud, preyed on her da- 
** roafk cheek ;" and (he becsunc daily fo nu^ch ^- 
cered, that the rofes and lillies, which once with 

* ' fweet 



fie CJllfEL FATHER. 39 
<wcct contention and generous emulation ftrove for 
{^reference in her beautiful cheeks, noW faded, and 
were no more feen. 

The defpairing Williamfon, now cxpefUng n4 
happinefs in this life without his Charlotte, and hnd- 
ing his health daily decreafmg, rfcfolved upon fteal- 
ing his mtftrefs, and marrying her in fpite of fickle 
fortune, or a Cniel Father. He communicated his 
defign to his miftrefs, by means of her brother, 
who promifcd to s^lfift him in rt. The fcheme 
was laid, every thing prepfeired, and the lover 
rejoicing at his promifed fiiccefs; but, as all hu- 
man anairs are uncertain, and even works of 
years deftroyed in a (ingle hour, fo Mr, Stedfaft, 
nappening accidently to go down ftaifs, (aw his 
fon, his daughter, and Mr. Williamfon, hand in 

hand, opening the ftrcet door He ftarted I 

afnd demand^ the occafion of their being there ? 
But, receiving no anfwer, and feeing confuiion fit 
on everv Face, he rudely pulled his daughter to him, 
forced ner up ftairs^, and locked her in the room. 

The tender maid was fo' furprfeed, (hocked, irri- 
tiLted,and difappointed, that conflicting pa(rions feiz- 
cd on her with luch mighty force, that her brain be- 
came the feat of confufion and diforder ; and her 
delicate frame, unable to re(ift the force of thofe 
ftrong (hocks which agitated it, funk under them, and 
(he fell fpeechlefs and fainting on the bed. In this 
condition, and not a foul to a(}ift her, (he continued 
a great while ; and at length recovering herfelf, was 
fo weakened, that (he had not (trength to call for 
a(fi(hince. Oh ! haplefs, ill-fated maid ! how were 
thy thoughts now fixed on thy faithful lover, and 
aro^onate brother ; tho' thy tongue, alas ! could 
not pronounce their loved names ! but thefe thoughts 
were but momentary, for life now forfaking her 
beauteous form, (he lay a breathlefs corfe J 

In the morning Mr. Stedfafl: opening the door to 
releafe his daughter from her confinement, was flruck 
with horror at what he (aw. The life he had gi- 
ven, he had by his barbarous behaviour, taken away. 
E 2 An 
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An adtion at which humanity ftarts, and virtue ftuci-' 
ders I This was the light his rapid imag^ation view* 
ed it in. He faw a child, a tender, and obediexit 
\:hild dead before him. A fpedtacle at which relent-- 
ing cruelty hung his head J 

Young Mr Stedfaft, going up ftaii^ to call his- 
Tather to breakfaft, faw him in hb late fifter'8.|rodm ; 
and entering in, feeine liis dear Charlotte-iiead, was 
£o rivetted with aftoniihment, and after ftandingfome 
minutes like a flatue, and gloving, a great ihriek he 
fell proilrate on the floor ; and pitching his head 
on the knob of a chair, receiving fo great a contu- 
£on, that after languifliing fome hours he expired. 

Now itwas^that Mr. Stedfaft perceived the folly, 
;iind the crime he had been guilty of, in adting the 
tyrant, inilead of the father; but it was too late, 
^nd the flings and whips^ of a violated confcience 
iHll fcourging him, he became at lafl quite diilrafted* 
and in a fit of extreme madnefs, fhot himfelf through 
the head. 

Mr. Willlamfon now reflecting on the misfortunes 
of his much loved Charlotte and generous friend, 
ijould not be comforted by all the foothing arts and 
tender behaviour of his father; but grief flill prey- 
ing on his fpirits with redoubled force, he fhortly af- 
ter departed this life, to. the ine^tpreffible grief of 
his fond father, and the univerfal forrow of all 
his friends. 
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OR, 
The GENEROUS LOVER. 



Lonte gives Efteem, and then be gives Defeit f 
He either finds Equality, or makes it ; 
Like Deatbf be knows no DiffWence in degrees^ 
But plains and levels alL 

Dryden- 



MR. Hulatt, a gentleman of great fortune, had 
formerly Ihown with diftinguilhed luftre at the 
bar. By his integrity and excellence in his profelHon, 
he had gained no nnall (hare of wealth ; which, be- 
ing added to ^a very fine eftate, his father had left 
him at his death, made him immenfely rich. He 
had only one fbn, named Clerimont ; a young gen- 
tleman adorned with every perfedlion tliat honours 
htman nature. He had an excellent tafte for mu- 
iitk, painting, and the Belles Lettres. He danced 

admirably ^had great (kffl in fencing un- 

derftood perfectly the diflferent cuftoms and manners 

of difierent nations ^was well verfed in human 

nature ^wat humane, brave, and generous— In 

Aort, he was poflefs'd of as many excellencies, and 
as free from foibles, as a youth of his age could pof* 
fibly be, for he was not quite one-and-twenty. 

With thefe amiable, fhining qualifications, it is 
no wonder he fliould be the deKght of his father, 
and the favourite of his neighbours. The old g^n- 
tleman was perfe^Iy wrapped up in his fon, an<^ 
'could not look QAhun» without dbe mod: fenfibU 
pleafure. 

'^ One morning as he was in his room, he called 

"Ckrimont to him ; and, furveyinghim vnth a truly 

£ 3 p^tetnal 



41 C L ER I M O N T: or, 

paternal afFedlion, fpoke to him as. follows ; " flSH> 
** you cannot be unconfcious of the tender affec- 
•* tion I have ever borne you. I am every day 
** naore and more delighted with your growing 
** virtues, nor can I reproach you with a fingle a« 
** you have ever done to dilpleafe me. But now 
** Clerimont," continued he, " it is time for you to. 
*' alter your condition; I mean, of entering intQ 
*• the matrimonial-ftate. You are now of a proper 
•* age; and, by a£ting as prudently in fuch a new 
** fcene of life, as you have hitherto done ia, 
** others, I Ihall with pleafu^e fee my n^me perpe- 
•* tuated, and my child happy; 

Clerimont anfwered his father in the moft du- 
tiful and refpedtful manner he could. He told him, 
that he had fuch a true afFedion and efteem for him 
as a man, independent of his duty to him as a fa* 
thcr, thjit he would obey him, whenever a fit oppor- 
tunity prefented itfelf; but hitherto he had never 
thought feriouOy of fo weighty an, affair. With this 
prudent anfwer Mr. Hulatt was virell fati^ed, and 
then difmiffed him. 

Soon after this, when Clerimont* came of age, 
the old gentleman gave a ball to all the neighbouring 
gentry. His houfe was glorioufly illuminated with • 
wax-light. The bells rang foijoy, and nought but 
jmifth and jollity were, feen.. 

To this ball, among. odiers,r came a. gentleman, 
"whom I fhall call Urban* He had, in his youth, 
^een a v^ry accomplifh'd gentleman, and bred up . 
5njhe expedlation.jof a large. fortune ; but it unfor- 
jtunately happening that his parents had fufl^in'd 
creat lofles, he was at length oblig'd to retire in 
the country upon the fmall pittance which was 
Jeft, being fcarce fixty pounds a ye^r. 

With this howeyex, being an. excellent oecono- . 
mift, he lived very genteel, and was refpedted by 
every body ; but, as he was confined to a very narroyr 
(bene of life, he lived more like a philqfopner, thaa 
a man converfant with the affairs of the world. ^^ 

nev^rth^Iefe, 



The Generous Lover. 4$: 

neverthelefi his obfcurity could not conceal his . 
merit. 

Mr. Urban had a fifter in London ^ a widow, 
of a large fortune ; v^ho, being childlefs, had 
taken Cleora, his daughter, and bred her upas 
her own. The old gentleman had been accuftomed 
to go there every tlMid year to fee her ^ btit as he 
had lately refolved againft it, yet vaftly defirous of 
feeing Cleora, he wrote for her to come in the coun- 
try, to ftay a few months with him. 

To the bait Cleora now came with hier father. 
At her entrence all the company feemed aftonifhed, 
but none more* than Clerimont. He was as one 
thunder-flruck. His eyes was never off her ; nor in^ 
deed is it to be wondered at: for this, reader, is 
but a very faint defcription - of her charms. Her 

hair was of a chefnut brown her complexion farr 

—in her countenance a fcniibility appeared, ai- 
roofl incredible; and a- fweetnefs, whienever fhe 
fmird, which beggar'd all imitation or deicription 
^— her eyes were black and fparkling her fore- 
head high— her eye-brows arched, or rather full ■ 

than other wife her nofe a little inclining to ribe 

Romany which gave her a look full of dignity^— •— ^ 
mouth on which every grace feemed to have fat — " 

her teeth white and even lips not inferior to the 

coral in colour, or down in foftnefs her neck 

white and bcautifiil-— ^her breafts inexpreflibly «t- 
viihing— — — her fhape delicately fine and beautiful- 
ly pleafing — ^-and over her whole form appeared 
irrefiflable charms, which entirely fubdued thfe heart 
of the fpe6tator, and gave him an invincible plea* 
fure. 

With thefe perfonal graces, thefe attraftive ac- 
icomplilhments, we may reafonably conclude that 
had they refiaiiied their admitati6n, they mufb hiive 
been mere brutes ; infenfible of thepowers of beauty, 
and unconfdous of the charms of the fair fex. Biit 
there, is no defcribing the pleafure that Clerimont 
teok at . looldng at her. He gazed and gazed, 'till 
his heart followed his eyes, and coolil not ^ieyaUed. 

' ""' At 
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At lengthy fearing the company would take notice oi 
him, he went to Mr. Urban, and thanked him for 
the honour of his company and the ^ young lachr's ; 
** who," continued he, ** had I the happinels of' 
*^ knowing, I fliould endeavour to thank as I ought.'* 

Ma. Urban told him, (ha. was his -daughter ;who» 
being always bred in London under an afie^onate 
aunt, and he being vaftly defirous of (eeing her, yet 
unwilling to go tnere any more/ he had order'd her 
to come m the country. Clerimoni th^ entered in-, 
to conver&tion with him>^ on various (iibje ^ ■' 
but his eyes and tkbughts were never off Cleora. 

The ball being now very near beginning, Cleri- 
mont begged the honour of dancing with Cleora,. 
which Mr. Urban permitted; Th* young^ady tliere- 
fore was delivered into his hands ; and Mr. Hulatt 
now coming up to her father, after mutual falutati- 
oa, the old gentlemen entered into dofe difcourfe to- 
gether, but on what fulje^ I have never been able 
to learn with any certainty ; yet, from the known 
difpoiition of old people, apprehend it mi^ht be in- 
veighing againft the vices of the age, praifing ttmea. : 
of yore, and difcourfm^ on politicks. 

Clerimont, now happy in his; partner, was falefled . 
to his hearth deiire. How^arneMy did his eyes gaze 
Oft the fair Cleora ! How did they ihoot forth the 
emanations of his foul I How did his tongue laviih: 
encomiums on her beauty^, and grow wanton on her 
perfe^ons ! but Cleora, to whom fuch actions and 
difcourie were familiar,^ took but little notice of 
them : Not but we muft fuppofe, fuch a young gen- 
tleman as Clerimont talked in a different ftile nom 
the commonrplace chit!*chat of our modern youths; 
bur J[!}leora, whofe prudence and good fenfe had de- 
termined h6f to pay no regard to any one but who 
was approved of by her father, was fteeled againft 
any thin^ that Ihould be faid to her. Tho' Ae did 
nee implicitly believe ail young Clerimont faidto hec, 
ibe could not be blind to his engaging manner <xf - 
difcourfe ; and was as raviflied by hisjB^l in^laiidng, 
as.bc.couUbcbyia*a: 
■ ,. How 
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How (hort did that long evening feem to our 
tover f The rapid hours flew away like flaihes of 
lightning. He could eternally have talked tO) and 
gazed on, the fair Cleora. 

The ball was now finifHed, to his great regret. 
Mr. Urban and his daughter fooh after take their 
leave. With eager eyes the love-ftruck Clerimont 
follows his miftref»— — hfs heart is ftill with her ; 
but, alas ! he dares not follow her. 

The company now being all withdrawn, Clerf- 
mont bidding his father good night, retires to hiS' 
chamber, but not to fleep. Even all the live-long 
night he thinks on Cleora, and love denies him 
reft. While the dull, foiemn fons of ftupidity, free 
from the power of mighty love, co nfigns them- 
(elves to the god of deep, and enjoy an undifhirbed 
repofe, this accompliflied youth thinKs on his charm- 
tng partner. He revives in his mind all her charms, 
and the difcreet anfwers Ihe made to his difcourfe. 
Thefe rtvet him ftill clofer to her, and he is deter- 
mined to purfue her -, for though external beauties 
may for a while fire his breaft, yet the mental ao- 
compli/hments with which Cleora is endued, entire- 
ly ravifh his (bul. 

The night though he had been thinking of her, 
had never leem'd fo long. How often did he wifti 
Phaeton would take the reins of day from the beauti- 
ful Aurora, and drive her fiery horfes with more than 
common fpeed, but in vain. At lenth the morn ap- 
peared ; when, rifin? from his bed, his heart hux^ 
ricd him towards Nlr. Utban's houfe, without his 
once determining where to go. 

Being now near it, he paufed of a fudden— 
" What am I doing?" fays the youth. <« Am I 
** a^iiig prudently, to fly to one at this early time of 
*«• mom, whom I fcarcely know, and who may pro- 
•* bably be pre-engaged to fome more happy man ? 
** certainly, no." 

After reafoning the affair Pro and Con fome 
kours, at laft love conquered, and he was at Mr. 
Urban's door> jpil as bis daughter and himfel£were 
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at breakfaft. Th^.old gentlemam ask'd Clerlscii'' 
if he had brcakfafted ? who anfwerfaig in the nega- 
tive, he fat down with them ; and entering into a 
deep conveHation with each other, he conceived a 
sreater opinion of Mr. Urban than ever he had be- 
S>fe, the-mfbn of which, I prefume appears pretty 
obvioas. 

They had not talked a great while together, be- 
fore Mr. Urban withdrew, to fpeak to a Gentleman 
on particular bufinefs, which gave Clerimont an op- 
portunity of declaring his paifion ; which he did m 
fuch a manner, that Cleora, bluihing was about ta 
make a favourable anfwer, iiad not her father at that 
inftant returned : for Clerimont did not follow the 
example, of the modern heroes of romance ; who, 
when left alone with their miftreffes, are fo awed by 
the excefs of their paiEon, that their tongues cannot 
declare the fentiments of their hearts. Far from it ; 
he poured out his love for her in fuch pailionate, fuch 
eloquent expreifions, as that tender pa0ion can alone 
infpire its votaries with. Clerimont though he had 
the higheft refpe£t for Mr. Urban, yet at that time 
would have thought his abfence much more agreeable 
than his company, 

The gentleman and lady now refumed their dfi^ 
courfe, and Clerimont had no other opportunity of 
(hewing his love to Cleora, but by his eyes. After 
having ftaid there 'till almoft dinner-^time, he return- 
ed home, though he was muchprelfed by Mr. Urban 
to dil^e with him. 

Av^TBR aci ffew days had paffed, in which time 
Clerimont revolved in his breaA the unfiirmountable 
obflacles which ftood in his way, in Im intended an4 
much-defired union with Cleora ; no longer able to 
be deprived of her fight, and willing at once to de- 
clare the af dent and fixed aifedibn ne had for her, 
he wrote her the following letter. 

'' Dear Madam, 
«« Q I N C E I had the pleafure of feeing yon, I 
*^ O J**vc never ceafed reflcfting on the many 

perfe6tiong 
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** oetfeffions 70U fo enanently ppfle^. Your Iov&« 
** I7 image is continually before my eyes ; and the 
** iafmite fuperiority you n^aintain over the reft of 
^ your fex, has fo triumphed over my heart, that I 
^ could not avoid making you this fincere dedarati* 
^* on of it. The excefs of aifedtion, 'which the firft 
** moment I faw yon I could not help bearing you» 
** was {iirely impoffible to be concealed ; for mough 
^* my, tongue was filent on the pleafing theme, yet 
*^ my eves, the faithful interprettrs of the heart* 
^ muft nave informed you no lefS;powerfully what I 
** felt The faint expreiiion I gave you of my fen* 
*^ fations the day after, was fo inadequate, that, par> 
** don me, madaiQ, if I could qpt refift this occauon, 
'^ of telline yo« ,how much I love, ^ut here indeed 
^ I am at the greatefi I0& My pen is infufHdent to 
** dedare the exceft of my pafiion : for, alas ! my 
^' deareft Cleora, no words can paint, no language 
^' fupport, no tongue can (hadow how much I love 
^* you. Toi-HMKrowl muft do ray fclf the pleafure 
*' of feeing you ; in expe^^ion of which happy 
4* time, I remain, 

^* MyDearCLEoaA's 

.«* JEver faithful Lover 

A* C L E R I M O N T." 

This letter he fentby his fervant ; who, on his 
^Teturn told his mafter, he had delivered it into 
Cleora's hands ; who returned no oeh.er anfwer, than 
ier compliments. 

In the afternoon of the next day, he waited on 
her, but unfortunately for him, Mr. Urban was at 
home. He was therefore obliged to taJk on indiffer- 
ent fubjedts i and, after ftaying a few hours, with* 
drew. 

Three or four times more did Clerimont wait 
on his Cleora, before he had an opportunity of meet- 
ing with her alone, but at laft kind fortune favoured 
him. Mr. Urban was gone to a neighbouring gen- 
tleman, who wanted to confult him in an affair of 
the laft importance, and was not expeded 'till the 

evening 
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evening. Thisy-fo fbrtunate opportunity^ Clerimont 
embra^. He threw himfelf at Cleora^s feet ; and» 
by his every word and gefhire, (6 powerfully evinc- 
ed his love, and (hewed his fincenty, that the fair 
one could not but believe him ; yet concealing her 
real fentimentfi, as far as ihe could, (he told him, 
that (he could gtveno dired anfwer to him-^that their 
fathers (hould be coaiiilted, in an affair of fuch im- 
portance i and without their con(ent» which (he 
much doubted, Mr. Huktt being a gentleman of 
fo munenfe a fortune, (he could not on any account 
difpofe of herfelfy or indeed give any kind of an« 
fwer. 

To this prudent (peech, Clenmont anfwePd that 
his love for her was to pure and refined, that could 
(tie but know his (incerity, (he could not be (b ie- 

vere to him that love was free, and difdain'd to 

he limitted within the narrow ties of cuftom— that 
parents could not difpofe t)f, or alienate, their child*^ 

ren's hearts and that, was he but afTured he was 

not indiflFerent to her, he (hould be happy. 

With thefe, and many other arguments, Cleri** 
mont fo far foften'd his fair Cleora, that at laft with 
a (igh infinitely fofter than an Arabian breeze, (he 
confe(red a mutual love. The youth was fo tran- 
fported with the generous declaration, that, in the 
height of his extacy, he propofed a marriage in fe- 
cret ; but this the prudent maid would not confent 
to. She told him, that whenever his father heard 
of it, as he certainly would in time, he would be (b 
irritated, that the confequence would undoubtedly 

be fatal that he might depend on her love ; and, 

whenever a fit opportunity prefented itfelf, (he wouki 
be wholly his ; but (he was determined never to en- 
gage in fo weighty an affair, without her father's 
knowledge : And as Clerimont's duty to his father, 
was as juftly due as her's to Mr. Urban, if he would 
refiedt ever fo little, he could not think of fuch an 
aflfair without his confent. 

Clerimont, tranfported with her prudence and 
her lover tenderly embrac'd her. He told her, that 

her 
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hcT fentiments were abfolutely right; and that he 
would follicit his father's confent, without which he 
niuft be eternally unhappy. In this manner did thefe 
lovers employ their time 'till Mr. Urban's arrival^ 
Ihortly after which Cleriraont withdrew. 

Clerimont's mind was continually on the rack. 
He knew that he could not be happy without Cieora* 
yet was greatly afraid his father would not confent 
to a union fo di/proportionate in point of fortune* 
' For fome months did the youth figh in fecret for his 
fair, and all the pleafure he enjoy'd was now and 
thenftealing a vifit to her. At length, no longer 
able to endure the pain he fufFered, he refolved to 
ipeak to his father, and know his doom at once ; to 
he fuperlatively happy, or completely wretched. Go- 
ing therefore to the old gentleman for that purpofc^ 
as foon as he was in his prefence; his heart failed 
him. Thrice he endeavour'd to recall his fcatter'd 
thoughts, but in vain : he therefore difcourfed witk 
his rather on various topics, not daring to fpeak ok 
fo nice a fubje£t. 

Day after day pafled away, without his being able 
to deflre his father's confent, fo much afraid was he 
of meeting a r^pulfe. In the mean time, the greateft 
misfortune in the world happened to Mt. Urban. A 
banker, in whofe hands almoft his whole fortune 
lay, was ?one oflF, and no tidings could be heard of 
'him. This greatly diftrefs'd him, and he was forc'd 
to call all his reafon to his aid, in order to fupport fa 
terrible a (Iroke : but no fooner did Clerimont heai: 
of this unhappy affair, than he fent the following 
letter to him, with a two- hundred pounds bank^ 
note inclofed. 

" Sir, 
" T H A V E heard of your lofs, and heartily fym* 
** X pathize with you in it, your acceptance of tha 
** inclofed trifle, will afford me a much greater plea- 
** (iire than it can poffibly give to you. 

** Incocnitus." 

F This 
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* This benevolence threw Mr. Urban into a jnoft 
agreeable furprize. ,He could not conceive frooa 
whom it came, flLnd.had a gi'cat deiire to know, that 
he might render thofe thanks to the worthy don^r 
that he merited ; but all his conjectures were^in vain. 
Some fhort time after Cleora, feeing the letter, 
thought by the charader it was Clenmont's ; but 
the hand being difguifed, (he could not be certain. 
What an eflfe^al method had this worthy young 
gentleman, taken to prevent a difcovery ! how great- 
ly does fuch a method enhance the obligation ] and^ 
alas ! how few, l^ow very few Clerimonts are the^ 
in the world ! 

A GREAT many months had now, vrith tarc^ 
pace, rolled away, fince Clerimont. had firft refolved 
to a(k his father's confent ; and fo eaten, up was hfi 
with love's, powerful grief, that his. body, unable tQ 
combat with the many (hocks and fatigues of his 
mind, was feiz'd with a fever. ^Finding his healtji 
daily decreafing, he came to jbl refolution of alking 
his father's permifllon to marry Cleo(a> let the coiir 
fequence be what it would. 

One day therefore after dinner when.Mr. Hulatt 
was in a rnore than ufual gOQd humour,' Clerimont 
difcover'd his -love for-Cleora. He .told his father 
he could not, nor <)id not defire to live without her, 
and begg'd him tp conient to their marriage. The 
old gentleman had harctly^patlence to hear hrs fbn ; 
andftarting from his chair, in^ furious mood, up- 
braided him for his mean way orthinking, as he call- 
ed it ; and threaten'd to difmherit him, if he ever 
mention'd it any more. 

After this, Clerimont dar'd not fpeak to hrs 
father on the fubjedt ; but in the mean time, faw 
frequently the lovely Cleora by ftealth, whom he 
wanted to prevail on to join in Hymen's bands pri- 
vately : but this fhe abfolutely refus'd, without the 
confent of their parents. 

Now day and night, times and feafons, and every 
thing, in fliort, became difagreeable to Clerimont. 
The foimer amiable and engaging youth, was novr 
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fir*' melancholy, that he became a fecohd Timon'; 
wt did not this in the leaft alter the mind of Mr. 
Hulatt. He was not to be- alter'd by the mifery of 
a child, or be induced to' fubmit to the voice of rea* 
(on and nature. 

But Clerimont, to whom now everything and 
every body, except his Cleora, were become indiffer- 
ent, again aiked his father in the mbfl fubmifiive, 
the moft tennder terml . With his eyes fuffufed with 
tears, his h^rt almoft broke, and his whole Hate of 
rtan near fliattered, he begged and entreated him, 
to give him Cleora. ** For vnthput her," contihuM 
he, ** I feel I cannot long furvive." 

To this humble entr;-<ity, he receiv'd the fame 
anfwer as before, but in more violent terms ; fox he 
fwore, that the next day he would make his will, and 
as'his eftate was not entailed, he would give every 
thing away from ' him. Clerimont receiving this 
Mrfh anfwer, iii the bitternefs of his heart cried out, 
" fathers have flinty hearts I no tears can move 
" them I with thefe words he retired to his room, 
threw himfelf on his bed, and gave himfelf up t9 
gdefanddefpair. 

y^KJt next- morning; unable- tO" keep: away from 
his dear Cleora, he paid her a vifit ; and while hs 
was informing her of v^hat had happen'd, his fer*- 
' vant came to him in a violent hurry, and informed 
him. his father was fuddenly taken with an apoplec- 
tkk fit ; and was fo ill, that he could live but a 
very fhort time. On this information he haftened 
liome as fbon as pofUble : for tho' hi& father had 
bfeen very auftcre and rigorous to him lately, yet 
the generous Clerinoont no fooner was acquainted 
with his father's danger, than he flew home like 
lightnmg. He found him in the parlour, on a couch ; 
fo exceflive ill, that the phyfician who had arrived 
there before Clerimont, pronounced he could live 
but a veiy few hours. 

Mji. Hulatt feeing his fon in the room, fpoke to 

him tenderly^ and gave him good council, for the 

tegiiUtion of his mture condudt : '< but," fays he, 

F z ** I charge 
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*« I charge you" ^here he was taken of a fuddcll 

fo ill, he could fpeak no more. Lifting him up, aa 
well as they could, after fome ftruggfes, the poor^ 
gentleman j now on the brink of eternity concluded ; : 

** jny dear child my Clerimont — —as you value 

*' mybleffing and every thing that is dear to * 

«< you 1 charge you — never— —»-oh ] I am faints 

•• — never to marry ^h!"-- — Here the fleeting ' 

foul now quitted the corporeal clay, and wing'd itS 
flight, ** to that undifcover'd country, from v^hoft 
** bourn no traveller returns. 

Clerinont, notwithftanding h?s father's harfh-s- 
nefs, was much grieved at his death. He hoped 
jhe would foon have con fen ted to the joining thofe 
hands, whofe hearts were, long* before united J 
but death, that threw its black veil over him, pre* . 
vented Clerirtont's hope, and left it altogether doubt** 
ful. 

The funeral of Mr. Hulatt being over, and Cleri* 
mont haying, for decency's fake, (laid a proper time, 
lie went taMr. Urban, an^- revealed to him his love 
for his charming daughter. Mr. Urbaji was amazed .. 
— — ** Sure, Sir," fays he, " you are not in ear- 

** neft I a man of your immenfe fortune in love 

** withCleora ! ■ c an you, whom thoufands would 
** think themfelves happy with, place your affe6tioa 
** on a poor girl. 

Clbora now coming in, prevented aaanfwer ; 
and Clerimont throWiKg his arms round her neck^ 
was fo tranfported, fo loft in extacy, that he cbuM 
onjy pronounce—" my dear, dear Cleora ! now 
•* we will never part mow." Mr Urban was afton-> 
ifhed. He ftpod like the ftatue of furprize ; but 
ClerimoJit, that faithful, that Generous Lover, 
now coming to himfelfj informed My. Urban o^ 
their mutual love. 

Mr. Urban could not ceafe his furprize, while 
the lovely Cleora was fo tranfported with the con- 
tinuance of his affection, who was fo dear to her^ 
that fhe refigned herfelf up to the mpft perfca joy. • 



I! 
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A VE&Y few daj after dbb fgt Ckmasat ^ ps^ 
feflioii of the moft lovd^ of Ikt Ick: js^ dodc: fEu^ 
fill lovers (wko had mlS at d (6 wumf mts£r is»r 
iadbin by thenaiiatiiBl cnid^ of a 6dbcr, mtajfe 
heart was whi^ ^ oa madcsr aad ridiesy widb^ 
out once riiinking lore me duef iamdieat of ens' 
jagal happineis) now fiad dictr owftiacf asBpf/ »^ 
warded, by the Uftiog pleafiues of virtsovs aad 
mutual lo?e; and Wf dulj exptneaoe in eadk 
others amis thofej<9t» which' sose bat thole whg 
bve like them, can feel or conceire. 
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OR, 
The FATAL. RESOLUTION. 



j4nJ then in ^ery bitternefs of Soul. 
IVitb deadly Imprecation^ on herfelfy 
Sbt ^o'vtfdje^erely ne^er to fee me morCf 
And had me fy that Inji^nt^ 

R6WEi 



A PERSON ever fo little converfan tin the af- - 
Jl\ fws of life, muftirequently haVe obferved the - 
prafnce of making refolutions of all kinds, to have 
much obtained in the vrorld ; and if -they have fe- 
rioully attended to the coniequences attendant on * 
them, generally fpeakin?, they will find them to have z 
been very fatal. Indeed this fooliihcuftom has gain- - 
ed fuch a firm footing, and has raifed itfelf.to fuch t 
a prodigious heighth, that it will be no ea(V matter, 
for thofe that are addidted to it, to break tnemfelves 
of it : but as example is always more powerful than 
precept, I think one cannot better expofe the folly . 
and the abfurdity of this Weaknefs, than in relating 
the following ftory ; taken from real life^ andfbund<> . 
cd on undoubted matters of fa£t 

L-«TiTiA was the only daughter of 4i very wor- 
thy gentleman, who dying when ihe was very young, 
her mother bred her up with the greateft tender^ 
nefs and care imaginable ; and as ihe (aw the feeds -i . 
of virtue and of wifdom fpringing in her youthfbl i 
vxin^3 flie improved aod ncuriih^d tbem by^r cym '.- . 
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endeavours and thofe of the beft inftni^ont that 
could poiTibly be procured ; fo that when ihe had 
arrived at the age of feventeen, there vrzs no young 
lady in the country (hone with fo great luftre as 
Ih^did. 

To thefe eztrabrdinlry Qualifications, (he joined 
a winning, irre(iftab*e modefty ^ which made her 
loved and refpe6ted, by thofe whd tould not but be 
confcious of her foperior perfe^btas : and though 
the pointed darts of envy Ae generally thrown a- 
gaintt exalted merk, yet fd iweet ^was Laetitia's dif- 
pofition, ib affable her behaviour, and fo perfedtly 
amiable her whole deportment, that even ner own 
fex, fo far from confidering her as the obje£l of their 
fcandal and hate, either imitated her excellent con- 
dudt, or were aihamed> or afraid t)f railing againd 
fo much purity. » 

To thefe internal graced. Which conquer the fouW 
of the judicious, £be pofleiled external charifis whicH 
captivated the hearts of all.^ She was the admira- 
tion of all the men that faw"her : 'nor' is it tobi 
wondered at, for ihe had a regular fymetry of fea- 
tures, a commanding form, and an air not excelled 
by^he Syprian: queen herfelf. ' 

While thefe drew tfie attention" of evelry onei 
and made her the defire of all thofe who duly vaiu<^ 
the fair fex as they do pi^res; for their Beauty, 
her mental charms intirely rivetted the erfteem of cve- 
sy man of judgment and fenfe. 

Among thdfe, the 'acconiplifh'dMr.'Aimwell ap-' 
peared withno Httle Eclat. ' He was a gentleman of 
great abilities, of an excellent difpofifion, gracefut 
caniage ; and, in- ihort, excelled in' ever/ good qua- 
lity which characterizes the F^ne Gentleman, as 
Laetitia did in thofe which difttnguifh the FiNif 
Lmy. 

Had ihe been inieniible'to the manifeft fuperiorit/ 
he had over thofe who called themfelves his rivals,' 
the charader I have drawn her might be looked o£ 
M fi^itious I but fo fzT fromleflemng his perfeCUonaf 
wHI&iii her mind, Jhe could nou but ^iiiider him air 
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airab&lutely perfed charader, fo great a fwiy had 
he over her. 

But if L^dtia's whole fool was wrapped iipin 
Aimwell, he was no lefs enraptured of her ; and ne^- 
ver were diere feen two lovers more fond of> and 
pleafed with each other» than thefe were.. 

But as there can be «o reaihtppiiieis fuMfting" 
between the (exes, where Hymen does not prefide» 
(b they longed and iighed for thii happy minute that 
was to make them one ' The friends of bothy feeiag -. 
their impatience to be united in the facred bandi^ . 
met together ; and» after having fettled fome ntttC- 
fary preliminaries, fixed on a day to join their faalid8» 
to the great joy of our lovers. 

They were now both happy inr the thoughts ef 
ftortly pofrefling eadi other; and, as th^ were hardly : 
ever inleperable, the other admirers of Laetitia, fee* 
ing the improbability of their fucceeding in their a- 
mours, ceafed their adorfltion, and 'could not, with-* 
out great uneafinefs, behold the. happy AimweU in < 
the. poifeHion of the fair one's heart ; and confifi* 
quently, the caufe of all their fufferings anddi&p7>- 
pointments. 

In the town where the leavers lived, there hap^ 
pened to be a company of (boiling player's ; and 
one day, at tea, Ainjnvell (ignified to his Laetitia, that 
he had promifed hb coufin Lucinda to be there» and 
begeed of her to accompany himr but to whatevtt 
caule it was owing, I km>w not, fke refiifed. Aim-> 
well did not much prefs her ; whether he imagined 
iht might have fome other, engagement off her handr> 
or that (he might be actuated by whim or caprice* 
which too many of the fex are (bmetimes fubjcJEE to^ 
I can't fay; but, taking his leave very reip^6tfiiHy; 
of her, h^ withdrew. 

The next day, as foon as he waited on his 1IH&' 
trefs,he was furprized he was made to wait a lone - 
thne before (he appeared ; and, whoi he was Uefliu> 
with her light, ibe appeared fo cold and refemid o^ 
him, that he could not forbear taking notioedfit tQK 
Ut. '< Oh ! SiV tm the fair one, «« Mn Ai»v«lk- 
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**^is'fo accomplilh'd a gentleman, that though he 
*^ can prefer the company of a coufin, to one to 
**^ whom he is folemnly engaged, yet fhe muft take 
**- no notice of it, but iubmit patiently." 

Mr. Aimwell was aftbflifhed, as he might well 
be, at fuch a fpeech, from fuch a woman as Lxtitia» 
and replied to her in a tender and refpeflTul manner : 
but (he, who had been told b^ fome cenfbrious, bufy 
bddy, that Ucinda was in love with him, and belov- 
ed by him ; and that thefr^ fondnefs for each other 
was vifible to every one, anfwer'd him in a harfh, 
peremptory manner, that his addrefles and fine 
Speeches were properer elfefwhere j •* and thcre- 
" fore," continued fhe, " as I have difcover'd Mr. 
" Amiwell is fo fine a gentleman and a uiliverfal lo*- 
•* Ver, not to be confined to One" female, I defire 
♦• never to fee hini again.'* 

Mr. Aimwell Was aftonifh'd.' Words like the£e 
had ever been Grangers to his ears. Nothing but 
IdVe, and joy, and harmony, and fweetnefs, had ever 
flowed from his fair one's tongue, 'till now; and, 
to^be charged with a bafenefs to which he was a per- 
feA firanger, had fuch an effedt on him, that for a 
long time he could not give utterance to his con- 
ceptions. At length he expoftulated with her in 
the tendered, kindefl manner ; told her of the injuf- 
tice of h6r fufpicions, the wrong Ihe did him in lup- 
pofing him guilty of fuch villainy, and reprefented 
lis innocence in the livelieft manner he could. 

This ihe looked on as only an evafion ; and be- 
gan not only to look on him, as really guilty of 
what fhe charged him with, but to confider him as 
a hypocrite, than which there could not be a more 
odious character. In fine, after diicourfing the af- 
fair over and over, Lactitia, in the very bitternefs of 
her foul, made a refblution that the marriage intend^ 
cd between them fhould never be celebrated, and 
that fhe would never fee him more. Speaking thefcf 
words in the moft violent paflion, fhe flung out of 
the room, and left facr Jover in a fhite^of confiifiote 
god-furprize. 

0» ^ 
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On his arrival at home, he thought of thtaSair 
in a more cairn and composed flate ^mind than lie 
could before, but was ihll at a Idfs ta account for 
ber conduct; but after receding on 'the method he 
ihould purlire to convince her of hier niiftake, he 
Wrote a letter, couched in the fondeil exprelfions bis 
love could didate, and, in the mofl: plthetick man- 
ner, begged her to ■■ giver him a hearmg, and be 
doubted not then of convincing her of the fallacy of 
ber fufpidons. This letter he fent to' her immedi^ 
ately, btft it wis returned unopened. > 

Su c H cruel behaviour to' io tender a ftep himfelf ' 
had taken, after her unjuft and caufelefs tr^atmenly; 
touched his pride; and, thouffh hf*bttd the moft 
perfea and pureft paflion for her, yet could be not ' 
be induced again to attempt to foften ber breaft, and • 
convince her of her tfnreafonable condud,' iitice be 
thought it would be acting in the moft abjedt man« 
ner ; and might in her prefent way of thinking, be 
looked on as a kind of confeflion, and paHiation of 
bis guilt, rather than a proof of his innocenccf: 

The neighbouring gentry were furprized to find 
a rupture between the lovers; and the rivals of 
Aimwell,' whip had before wicbdrawh*th%if trfetenfi*- 
ons, now again made their addrefles. They were 
indeed as much (urprized as any one could be, that 
a marriage, which was to have been performed in a 
boilt a week's time, was not only laid afide ; but that 
Laetitia had vowed never to marry with Aimwell, or 
even to fee him more. 

Among the retl of the competitors for the lady's 
love, was Mr Ramble, a young gentleman of for- 
tune, of a liberal education, but of a very libertine 
difpofition. He had a perfon formed for fubduing 
the hearts of the fair ; and, purfuing his addrefs in a 
maflerly manaer, and witb more &ill and vigour 
than his rivals could pretend to, in a Ihort time gain* 
ed the lady's confent; who being actuated by re-; 
venge and love, thought (he could not better punifii 
Aimwell's treacheryi than by marrying Mr, Runble ; 

andy 
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-..-and, m^ Aj^vU ^ very few weeks had ^ pafTed, ere 
the fat^l knot was tied^ 

No fooner had;1he taken this ra(h, uaadvifed fte^ 

^than {he faw her ' error, but it was too late. She 

found too in her hufbaf^d a gay, inconfiderate man, 

. whofe levity of <:cj[ndu6l gave her inconceivable for- 

row ; and the re^edtion on what $1 treasure ihe Md 

loft in her oncedeareft Aimwell, of whofe innocence 

:ihe wasnow. p^fe^y afiiir'd, contributed not a litde 

..to add to it. ,The copHaft her bufy ttind would 

,not exhibit, l;>etween the irreproachable life of the 

^neand the difl^Iutei»diaviour^f the other, gave her 

fuch infinite vexation of fpirit, that her reason could 

fcarce fupport it. 

In the mean tiipe Mr. Aimwell had devoted him- 
'ielf entirely to melancholy. Nothine could now 
^give him pleafure, or chafe away thole gloomy jma- 
;ges, which his imagination would be continually 
Aringing before his eyes: and the marriage of hii 
once dearefi Leetitia wifh the gay libertine Mr. Ram- 
.ble, gave him fuch excefs of forrow, as language is 
too weak to defcribe, 

A GREAT n)any months h^d rolled away, Cncc 
vhe had (een Detitia ; for he had imifiured himfelf 
fo dofely within his own houfe, that he fcarccly ever 
jippeared, abroad : but now (bme bufinefs calling him 
tto London, he fet out for that metropolis. 

One day a gentleman had cjeiired him to accom'- 
fpany him to.I^Lmftead ; which he, willing to oblige 
;nis friend, as welf as recreate himfelf and difpel the 
gloom which had hung on him ever iince his mis- 
fortune, of Jofing his dear perfidious, confented to ;; 
and, after they had drank a glafs or two of wine, 
and were walking in the gentleman's garden whom 
his friend vifited, as they were ^rriing fhort on the 
corner of one of the fhady walks, he met his once 
JoVcti Letitia. He ftarted, looked j«ile, was much 
diibrdei'd, and was oblig'd to lean on his friend,' to 
fupport himfelf; but the fair one, as foon as fhe had 
'feen him, being of a more delicate frame, and un- 
able t9 fttfUin (he furprize it cail her into, fell in a 

fwoou 
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fwoon ; out of which, .wlusn (he cecovet'd ihe^foUnd 
herfelf in his arms : for foon as he had, (een the ef<« 
fedt his prefence had on her, he ran to her, catch'd 
her in his anns ; and,, by liis care, had foon brought 
her to her fenfes. 

She was now confounded, «and could fcarcely look 
on a man ihe had fo fenfibly wronged ; but, di&n- 
Agfing herfelf from him, and her friend fupporting 
her, ihe gave him iuch looks as ihot through his very 
foul. Indeed her labouring heart had been fo vio- 
lently agitated by different paffions, and was ftili (b 
overwhelmed, that ihe could, not give vent to thofe 
fenfations ihe idt. Aim well indeed, notwithiland^ 
ing the prefence of his friend, and the young lady 
that accompanied Lsetitia, could not help complain- 
ing of his hard fate in loiing her;, m iuch moving 
expreifions,.and enforced with fuch expreiHve looks* 
that threw, the fair one almoft in as bad a condition 
as ihe had juil been recovered from. 

The friends of Aimwell and Lsetitia, gueiling 
that being left alone might be the beil way for them 
to unload their over-burthened minds, like complai- 
iant, good-natur'd pepple that knew the world, very 
-prudently retired, and -left them together. 

Now it was that Mr. Aimwell fo pathetically ex^ 
preifed his conception of his lofing fuch a treafurc, 
ib perfeftly vindicated his own conduct, and fo fully 
defcribed his love for her, which notwithib.nding her 
marriage he could not help bearing her, that reduc- 
ed the fair one, to a very melancholy condition. She 
was fo aftonilh'd to find Aimwell's love was ftill fix- 
ed on her, though ihe had behaved fo bafely to 
him, that her unhappinefs in being married to fb 
bad a huiband, and her lofing one who would have 
made each minute of her life completely happy, 
ruihing into her mind, ihe could not bear the kil- 
ling thoughts ; but, fetching a deep figh from the 
bottom of her heart, ihe fell into a iwoon, out of 
which he had no fmall difficulty, with the ailiftance 
of the two friends who now joined themj to re- 
cover her. Finding herfelf very weak and ill, ihe 

took 
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took her leave of him, after enquiring wh^re (he 
might hear of him ; and, entring her chariot, re- 
turned home with her friend. 

Mr. Aimwell, after (he was gone, was fo low-fpi- 
rited, and fo much affected with what he had feen, 
that he defired his friend to proceed home immedi- 
ately ; who, having a great value for him, and being 
himfelf fomething moved with the fcenes he had been 
witnefs to, though he was a ftranger to the reafons 
of them, very willingly complied. 

The unhappv iJetitia, on her arriving at her 
lodgings, found her hu(band in a Tete a Tete con- 
veriation, with a miftrefs he had formerly kept. . This 
fpedtacle, which fenfibly hurt her Pride, contributed 
not a little to add to the pain and forrow (he already 
had felt ; but taking no notice to him of it, and on- 
ly complaining of an indifpodtion that had feized her 
at Hamftead, (he retired to bed, there to refiedl on 
the melancholy occurrences of the day. 

Her mind was now on the rack, and the thoughts 
of being joined to fuch a wretch as her hu(band was, 
and being deprived of the thoufand amiable Quali- 
ties which diltinguifhed the accomplifhed Aimwell, 
fave her fuch exce(five vexation and uneafinefs, that 
er brain unable to bear the rapid whirl of imagination, 
became the feat of diforder ; and her fair frame, in- 
capable of combating the odious fuggeftions of her 
mind, was foon attacked with a high fever. In this 
ftate Mr. Ramble found her about four in the morn- 
ing, on his coming to bed ; but looking on it as 
perhaps only the effects of a cold, took no great 
notice of it. 

The next day (he found herfelf much worfj ; and, 
her fever ftill encreaiing, the phydcian who was 
was fent for, pronounced her in a very dangerous 
way : but ordering her fomething to take, and that 
nobody (hould difturb her, he left her to the tortur- 
ing refle6tions of her di(iradted foul ; which conti- 
nually hara(red her fpirits, and preyed on her very 
vitals fo furioufly, that in a (hort time after her lite 
wiis defpaired of. 

G No w 
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Now it was, the folly and the crime fhe had been 
guilty of, in her condud towards Mr. Aimwell, ftnick 
her. Before, ihe had only confidered the unhappy 
lifFair, is affeding herfclf j but now fhe plainly fa w, 
it might afFe6t numbers, and create ftch infinite grief, 
as time itfelf perhaps might not efface. One day 
therefore, when (he was^, by the phyfician who at- 
tended her, declared paft recovery, in a weak and 
faultring tone, (he begged a relation who attended 
her, to lend immediately for Mr. Aimwell j who, dif- 
patching a fervant to him, he prefently attended her. 
On his entring the toom, and fering his dear Laeti- 
tia, confined on the bed of ficknefs, he (lood Jike.a 
llatue, nor could fpeak to her. At .length the gen- 
tlewoman who attended her, acquaintmg her Mr. 
Aimwell was come ; (he, at the mention of that 
loved name, lifted up her eyes. On his a(king her 
tenderly how (he did, (he was fo tranfported at hear- . 
ing his voice, that (he feemed to have recovered, by 
his prefence, better fpirits than drugs could po(fibIy 
infpire. Laetitia's relation in the mean time, hear- 
ing the phyficians chariot, ftepped out of the room 
to wait on him up, which gave them an opportunity 
of talking together, in cafe they could have made 
ufe of it ; but, alas ! Laetitia's diflblution was fo near, 
and Aimwell's grief fo exceflive, that the gentlewo- 
man and the doctor entered the room, before either 
could pronounce i word. The latter after flaying 
a few minutes, and ordcrihg her fomething to take, 
withdrew; and the former, in the fame manner (he 
had waited on him up, faw him a,fcend his vehicle. 

L.'ETiTiA now, as well as her weaknefs would 
permit, exprelfed great forrow for hei condudt ; but 
faid, (he had very fenfibly felt the fatal confequences 

of it Told him, (he had not a moment's peace of 

mind fince defired him to blefs fome happier wo- 
man with his virtues And, when fhe was no 

more — not to think too hardly of her. 

Aimwell, whofe whole foul was melted at hear- 
ing her, defired her to compofe herfelf to reft, and 
providence might yet, by fome fortunate event, make 

them 
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tfiem tiapp]^ in elch Other. " Oh ! no," replies 

the fair repentant ; "- not In this world my ftay 

*• here is but fhort 1 am on the brink of eternity 

" and a fhort time will bring me there 

** may eternal blelllngs ftill wait on you! and 

*' may you ever" — She could fay no more ; but, fall- 
ing into a fit, and her relation then entringthe room, 
after ftrugling fome time, as if wreftling with death, 
Ihe expired. 

Aim WELL, for a long time after this melancholy 
period, was inconfolable. His mind would ever be 
ruminating on the fatal catftrophe of his loved Lae- 
titia. All her perfections would be rifing in his 
mind, and the defpair of meeting with fuch excellent 
accomplifhments in any other woman, gave him in- 
ctpreffible concern. His friends endeavoiir'd all they 
could to comfort him, but in vain. His reafon aban- 
don'd him, and configned him to an excefs of melan- 
choly. In (hort, about fifteen months after Laetitia's 
death, Aimwell bid adieu to terreftrial aflfairs an4 ' 
fbliowed his lovely jniftref^u .. , . 
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hoiv John anJ JovLn together nvent 
To 'Squire's Hou/e to pay their Rent j 
And 'what misfortune them hefely 
The folloiving Story Jbeios full ivell. 

Anonymous; 



MR. Addifon, in one of the Spe6lators, has ob- 
ferved, with an elegance peculiar to hitn^ 
ieif, that there is more ceremony obferved in fettling 
the punClilios of a Country Vifit, than in. regulating 
the meeting of a whole bench of juftices, or fome- 
thing to this effect ; and if we attentively confidcr 
the condu<5l and behaviour of our modern farmers, 
we fhall be ftill more confirjned in this opinion : for 
however the country gentry in general may pride 
themfeives on their good breeding, the country ru(V 
ticks muft be allow'd to excel them. The follow- 
ing ftory, taken from real life, is an indubitable in- 
ilance of the truth of this afTertion. 

In a village, about ten miles from Bath, there 
Jived a happy couple, whom I fliali only call by their 
chriflian names, John and Joan. Than John, who. 
was a farmer and grazier, no man in the country 
could better diflinguifh good from bad corn, or knew 
the different kinds of beafts at a country fair, fo as- 
to choofe the beft from the worftfort; nor could- 
ikcy produce fuch excellent grain, or breed fiich fine 
cattle. His fame was every where rung, and he was. 
pointed out as the great example for men of his own: 
profeffion to follow. But if John was flulf^l in Hip 



JcHN and Joan : or, &c. 65 

fphere, Joan was no lefs fo in Her's : nay, it has been 
doubted byprofeffed judges, whether fhe had not' 
the fuperiority ; for no woman in the country could 
churn- her cream fo gracefully, and make it rife fo 
quick, to produce excellent butter, or had fuch pro- 
found judgment in making that ftaple commodity 
of the country, cheefe. In Ihort, no couple in Wilt- 
fliire were fuch artifts in their way of bufinefs, as 
they were univerfally confefled to be. 

It is not to be wondered at, as they were unincum- 
bered as yet with any children, that they were in a 
fine way of living, as it is termed. No man more 
pundlualiy paid his rent, than John. His landlord , 
who was the 'Squire of the parifli, a few miles from 
the farm our rufljck rented of him, was charmed 
with his punduality, and could not but think him- 
felf happy in fuch a good tennant. Inftead of rafing 
his rent, agreeable to the cuftom of the world, when 
he faw he chearfully paid it, he was greatly rejoiced 
to find him in a thriving condition, and often ihewed 
him fignal marks of it. 

One time, in particular, when fifty- three pound? 
were due for half a years rent, the *Squire fent ht« 
footman to defirejohn and his wife to dine with' 
him, and mention'd the day. He thanked the 
'Squire for his invitatioo* and promifed to accept 
of it. 

John and Joan were now very bufy, in prepar- 
ing for the vifit j and, 'till the appointed time, could' 
not help giving each other (bme hints, that as the 
'Squire was a very well-bred gentleman, and his lady 
a v/oman of great gentility, they muft not behave be- 
fore them in the manner they did at home. 

The time being arrived, John put his money m', 
his leather purfe, drelTed himfelf in the fiiied appa- 
rel he had, faddled old Dobbin, and, taking his wife 
behind him, who was fpruced out in her fined geer> 
fet out. Upon the road, Joan feem'd mighty diffi- 
dent about her hufband's behaviour, arid told him 
fo in plain t^rms j but John cut her off with an 
' G 5 ■« oddzoobi 
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** oddzooks ! Joan,doft think I'm a fool? I warrant 

" eye ril [Have myfelf as well as the beft O'um." 

On their arrival in the oourt-yard they alighted, 
and configned old Dobbin to the care of a feryant ; 
ivho John particularly charged to take care of Him, 
and he would remember him when'he went away. 

The couple now entered th© lioufe ; and going 
into the kitchen, in order to be ufliered in to the 
'fquire and his lady, they (aw a gentleman with a. 
bag-wig and ruffles, who they fuppofing to be the 
'iquire's brother or fome relation, bowed and curt- 
iey*d to for fome time; telling him they were hisr 
honours fervants : but he afTunng ^hem he was only 
my lady's footman, on being acquainted with the- 
buiinefs, ihewed them into the parlour,, where his- 
mafter and miftrefs were fitting. 

The gentleman was reading the news-paper, and- 
his lady liftning to him, but on his tenants approach- 
he ceafed, and rofe up to receive his guefts ; who 
were fcraping and curtfeying, as if the one was re- 
folved to wear out the boards and his ihoes, and tha 
other to make her knees pliable for fome other fuch 
occafion. The 'fquire and his lady received thei^ 
-vifitors with that eafy freedom, which diftinguiihes 
people that have feen the world ; and, defiring them< 
to be feated, after no little, frefli fcraping and curt- . 
feying, they obeyed. 

Th e 'Squire and John now cntred in difcourfe, 
on farming and grazing ; and the latter gave fu€h» 
pertinent anfwers, and made fuch ihrewd remarks, a& 
plainly Ihewed he was maftcr of the fubjedt. In the 
mean time, the lady and Joan were confabulating on» 
the management of the dairy. 

Hitherto eveiry thing had gone on very well;. 
but the 'fquire letting the news-paper fall out of hi» 
hand, and Hooping for it, received a great blow on 
the head, which almoft flunn'd him. How thisafBur^ 
happened, it will be nCcefTary to explain. John, 
whofe eyes was fixed on the paper, even before it 
had reached the ground, not being willing to be^ 
thought deficient in point of good-manners, darted 
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from tiis chair, and ran to C^e it up. Joan caAial- 
ly feeing her huflband rife', ^fid viewing the occafioni 
of it, was refolved he fliould not have the honour of 
Tfel^ring^.it to the 'fquiner; and flying, fwift as 
thought, It^v. e^f^cute her intent, (he had no fooner 
her hand on th^Hnlucky paper, than her head meet- 
ing John's received-a violent percuifion. Her head 
bemg as Thin as John's v^as Thick, could not refift 
the mighty blow, but funk under it ; and before it 
had reached the ground, meeting the Tquire's, occa- 
(loned the misfortune above-mentioned. As to John," 
he having a Leadeff-head, could fcarce feel it ; but 
his wife's Paper-Scull was almoft cracked. The 
'fquire and his lady, feeing her proftrate on the floors 
both endeavour'd to help her up ; which they effect- 
ed, without meeting the like misfortune with the un- 
fortunate couple. 

John, in the mean time, was ftanding in amaze; 
and fcratching his head with all his fingers ; but fee-* 
ing his wife's condition, he took' her by the hand, 
and ask'd her, what was the matter with her ? The- 
poor woman could not reply j but a glafs of wine be- 
ing adminiftercd to her, after fome time, fhe was againr 
HI Statu quo. 

After this affair, John looked very filly for fome 
time ; but the dinner being now ready, he was de^ 
termined to redeem his honour, by imitating the 
'fquire in every thing, and then h^ knew he could* 
not err. 

JoHN^ and Joan after no few bows and curtfeys, 
took their feats ; though John could not be recon- 
ciled to the thoughts of fitting above the 'fquire^ not- 
withftanding he was told the mafter of the family al- 
ways did fit at the loweft place, and for fome time, 
]ohn would not give up the point ; but the lad/' 
helping him to a ffice of roaft beef, he was forced to- 
acquietce. 

Thouck the 'fquire had gained this vidtory, yet 

he muft not expeft John will obey him in every 

thing } for, in fpite of ail his entreaties, he would^ 

. Bot come within a. yard of the. table, but kept at a* 

propetL 
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proper diftance. Flouri/hing then his knife and 
fork, and whetting them on each other, in imitation 
of a butchtr, and next rubbing the former on his 
greafy breeches, he cut away, and adted like a man 
that was no novice in the buiinefs. How many 
pounds of roaft beef he eat is not known j but certain 
it is, that the next difh, which confiftedof four large 
fowls, was half eaten by him and his Joan. The 

Jentleman now calling for fbme ale, and drinking ity 
ohn did the lame ; drank his Service to his vdfe> 
and his Love to the lady. 

I HAVE fometimes amufed myfelf with draining 
two violins to an. equal pitch, and can never without 
fome aftonifhment obferve, that the one being found- 
ed, the other refponfive vibrates to its note. There 
muft certainly be fomething fimilar in two minds, 
which are affefted by the fame pailions alike. So 
was it with John and Joan ; for as he had refolved 
to mimic the 'fquire's, ihe had determined to copy 
the lady's behaviour. In confequence of this, when- 
ever the lady called for bread, Joan called ; when 
the lady called for ale or wine, Joan did fo like- 
wife. 

But John, who was now almoft fatisfied, was re- 
folved to imitate his landlord, in calling for a glafs 
of wine ; and it being brought, he imagined he 
ihould pay him and his lady greater refpedl in drink- 
' ing it (landing. He therefore rofe up, and perform- 
ed It with no little grace. 

Joan, now thinking herfelf eclipfed by John's 
fuperior brightnefs^ thought ihe muft do the like ; 
and receiving agreeable to her call, a glafs of red 
wme, flic ilood up and drank her Love to the 'fquire. 
Looking ovci hcrflioulder on the footman, and fee- 
ing him la'..ghing, flie gave her Service to him ; but» 
as" the duce \kQuld have it, in re-inftating her head 
in its former pofition, flie hit it fo violently againft. 
the dafs, as fpilt every drop of it on the lady's cap, 
handkerchii^f and gown, who unfortunately fat next 
to her. She was now confufed, and under a . grea- 
ter eclipfe than before ; but the lady telling her na 

hann 
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harm was done, (he received another glafs of wme, 
and perfbrm'd the ceremony with as much elegance 
as John had. 

Theke happened to Be fomc peafe-foup on the 
table, which John did not choofe to eat before his 
meat; but declared it was the beft way to eat it af- 
ter, in order as he faid to fill up the chinks. The 
lady now helping him to a large plate-full, the 'fquire 
was going to hand it him : but John knew good man- 
ners better ; and taking it out of the gentleman's 
hands: to fave him the trouble, he did it fo haftily> 
that he overturned it on a plate of apple-pye the 
Yquire had juft helped himfelf tO; 

This was a fad ftroke on poor John^j but- he had 
(carcely refolved how to excufe himfelf, ere Joan 
apologized to the ladv, for her hulband's ignorance : 
but as misfortunes feldom come alone, when (he was 
in the middle of her apology, a bit happened to go 
the wrong way, which fet her a fputtering her appk 
pye full in the lady's face. The couple were now 
both confounded, and knew not how to frame any 
farther apology j but the lady, applying her hancU 
kerchief to her face, and the fquire talEng on fome 
other fubjedt, relieved the poor pilgarlicks from the 
unhappy dilemma into which they had been reducedi 
At length, however, dinner was over : John and 
Joan had paid the beft compliment they could to the 
entertainment, for between them' they had eat feven 
or eight pounds. Now they withdrew into another 
room, and, after the bottles and gla(res were 
fet in due formj John produced his leathern-purfe, 
in order to pay the Tquire 5 but unfortunately, John 
had mifcounted the money, and was deficient in half 
a guinea ; and as he had only feventeen-pence in 
his pocket befides, which he knew would be m(ulfici- 
ent, he asked Joan, whether (he could make up the 
fum ? Joan immediately produced her fnufF-box, and 
took out of it nine (hillings andfix-pence, which (he 
paid the Tquire ; who, alter giving a receipt, they 
prepared for toping. 

AFXBlt 
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Af TER John was a little elevated with the found 
double port he had been fwallowing, he bethought 
himfelf of poor Dobbin ; and told the *fquire, that 
as hishorfe had been always a good beaft, he Ihould 
be obliged to him, if he would let one of his * Drum- 
ftick fervants give him fome corn, which was ac- 
cordingly ordered. 

The fervant, in entering the room, had by fome 
ircans or other admitted a fine large cat, a favourite 
of my lady's ; who calling it, the cat jumped in her 
Lap, and the lady and the cat played together for 
fome time. By accident John had left a part of his 
fhirt, white as the driven fnow, about one inch in 
length, hang out of his breeches. This appeared 
not to the view of the 'fquire and the lady, but to 
the fharp-fighted cat. She therefore immediately 
quitted the lady, and ran under John's chair. This 
adtion of the cunning animal was unobferved by all, 
who in the mean time were talking on various fub- 
jefts, while the cat was viewing and playing with it. 
John's excelfive complaifance induced him to ftart up, 
to reach a decanter of water the 'fquire defired hia- 
wife to give him, and which flood on the other table. 
The cat, feeing the fhirt riling higher and higher^ 
and almoft out of her reach, catch'd hold of it, to 

John's great confufion The'fquire laugh'd ; but 

as for John, after fome time, he fat down with his 
eyes fixed on the ground, not daring to meet thofe 
who were witneffes of his misfortune. 

Th e 'fquire, feeing John much daflied, was re- 
folved to relieve him, and ask'd him how his wife's 
filler did .^ and whether Ihe had improved herfelf by 
going to London .? *' Oh ! Sir," replied John, ** ihe's 
** quite my lady Hearty" (that being the name of the 
'fquire's wife) " and tho' her hulband is no fcoUard, 
*' yet he's a main clever man." " pray, farmer," re- 
fames the 'fquire, " how happens it then, that he's 
« called boots and bacon ?" ** Why, Sir," re- 
plies he, *' he was once told by the do6tor, it was a 
** fine way to preferve them, and therefore he boiled 
" them with the fat bacon ; and though he do not 

love 
* ff^e fuppofe that John meant Domejiick, 
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•** lof e to Hire niention'd, the thing is true for all 
" that." 

The time now drawing on, when the fun length- 
ens the Ihadows of things, the happy couple prepared 
for their return home ; but as though fome envious 
JDaenion. reigned that day, they had no fooner began 
to perform the ceremony of taking leave, than 
John in fcraping, the floor happening to be v/axed, 
tripp'd up his heels, and he fell down on the ground : 
but as people that are falling, . like thofe that are 
drowning, will catch at any^thing to fave th^mfelves, 
fo John catched hold :of Joan, and Joan of one of 
the chairs, and they all tumbled together^ to the no 
h'ttle mirth of the 'fquire and his lady. 

But getting up, as well as they could, they be- 
gan their bowing and curtfeying again ; ajnd per- 
forming it now tolerable well; they left the parlour, 
and entredthe court-yard, but Joan reminding Johp, 
it would be but adling Gentle-folks Like, to give the 
fervants fbmething, he returned back' and gave the 
footman three-pence ; and after giving two-pence to 
the coachman, who took care of old Dobbin, they 
mounted andxode home. 

I SHALL forbear mentioning the remarks they 
made on each other's condudt ; the blame they laid 
on one another ; and the difpute who had behaved 
beft at the '{quire's ; lince it would only exhauft the 
reader's patience, and may be eaiily guefl"ed at by 
everyone: but having conveyed they Mannerly Cou- 
ple to their own houle, I fhall there leave them to a6t 
in a fphere of life they can fill with greater propriety, 
than that they had juft left. 
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The GENEROUS MAID. 

Lo^is the moft generous Paffion of the Mindy 
^bcfurejl Refuse innocence can find : 
// kindles nil the Soul ivith Honour*s Fire, 
tr» make the Lo'uer tvorthj his Dejsre. 

Drvdek. 



MR. Morclove had been left guardian of his bro- 
ther's only daughter, nameCeh'a, with afhid 
charge to give her a good education, bred her up in 
the principles of virtue j and when ihe was marri 
ageable, to take due care of her union with one, who 
dei'erved her. His brother died when Celia was only 
four years of age; and, tho' her juvenile years could 
not diftinguifli between the different ties of a parent 
and an uncle, yet when her reafon increafed with her 
ftature and years, ihe could not obferve that her uncle 
treated her with lefs tendernefs, or lefs affedlion, 
than can proceed from paternal love. 

Mr. Morelove was older than his brother by twelve 
years, and was likewife a widower j and, having had 
two children die fometime before, he now placed all 
his care on his infant niece, and conlidered her in 
the light of a child. 

Celia could not likewife but look on her uncle 
and her guardian, as her father ; for, as the lofs fhe 
had received by her father's death was unfelt by her 
and th6fe tender endearments which proceed and 
ate reflected from parental and hHal love, were alrooft 
unknown to her, that reverential awe and affedlion 
(he would have borne her father, were now beftoweid 

oa 
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Off Mr. Morek>¥e ; who indeed nuij be £ud crL^y 
and literallj to have been her father, if lovic^ and 
treating her in eveiy refpcd as a child may be laic u> 
-be (uch. The' her guardian then had not the name, 
yet he poflefled the feveral amiable qualities of the 
kindeft and moft indulgent parent. 

Her growing years confirmed the opinion her nn* 
dehad rormed of her ; for as her perfon was irrefifl- 
ibly engaging, though I dare not affirm fhe was a 
compleat beauty, her imnd was no lefs fo. The for- 
mer indeed was a proper emblem of the feveral per- 
felons of the latter ; and, both united, confpired 
to render her the darling of her uncle, and the ad- 
toiration of a -multitude of dying gallants. 

As fhe had now entered into her feventeenth year, 
^orn'd with every grace that exalt the fex almofl to 
angels, and poiTefled of a fortune of ten thoufand 
pounds, it is no wonder fhe had daily crowds of ad- 
mirers fighing at her feet. She looked on all of them 
with perfed indifference ; and though fome of them 
had H)rtunes fuperior to her own, yet fhe could find 
nothing in any of them particularly pleafing, fo as to 
sob her of heart- 
Bur 'as it has been remarked by fome of our mo(t 
celebrated authors, that all fufceptible of fine fenti- 
ments, and a delicate turn of mind, mufl fboner or 
later fall vidims to the mighty monarch Love, fb 
Celia now experienced this great truth. An amia- 
ble young; gentleman, of about two-and-twenty vears 
of a?e, now arriving in the country to pay a vifit to 
a rdation, cafiially faw Celia at church. He was 
ihtick with afl:oniiltment, on refle£ting that fb many 
charms fhould be before loil to him, and could not 
but look on her as the fweetefl creature he had ever 
feen. He immediately refolved to wait on her, and 
if the aocomplifhments of her mind were as engaging 
as the charms of her perfon, he vow'd eternal love. 
I SHALL pafsover this part of the flory, which 
poffibly might be more entertaining to fome of my 
i«ulers than the reft which I am going to relate, and 
be as condft^as I can ; only obferve, that after Mr. 
H Truemaii, 



74 CELIA, or, 

'i'nieman, for that was his name, had paid his ad- 
drelFcs to her fome time, in a ftile and manner dif- 
ferent from her other lovers, (he confefled a mutual 
paflion. 

Mr. Tmeman's fortune was far more confiderable 
than CehVs ; for he had twelve thoufand pounds in 
the hands of his relation, and four thoufand pounds 
in his own poffeflion. He had therefore no doubt of 
Mr. Morelove's confent, and was determined to wait 
on him immediately to follicit it. 

As foon as Mr. Morelove had been acquainted 
with his palHon, and being aflured of his circum- 
ftances, he told him ; that, could he gain Celia's 
conlent, he might be aflured of his. With this de- 
claration he remained perfedly well fatisfied, and in 
every meeting with his lovely miftrefs, exprelTed his 
ardent defire of being united to her as foon as pof- 
(Ible. 

The uncle being now acquainted of CehVs love 
for Mr. Trueman, and conftantly importuned by the 
amorous youth to fix a day for tlieir marriage, he ac- 
cordingly named one about a fortnight diftant ; and 
though Mr. Trueman would willingly have had it a 
v/eck fooner, yet on Mr. Mcrelove's acquainting 
him, that the writings could not be drawn in lels 
time, nor the wedding cloaths bought, and a num- 
ber of other things performed, he was forced to ac- 
quiefce. 

The intended pair were now happy as they could 
wifh, r.nd waited with great impatience for the com- 
ing of the day v.hich was to join them together. 
Mr. Trueman was conftantly with his fair one, and 
the uncle could not but think his niece would be ex- 
tremely happy, with one who was untainted with the 
vices of the world, and pofl'efl'ed of fuch internaland 
cxternrJ acconiplifhments, as would fecure him the 
Iriendlliip of the judicious. 

Tw o days before the happy day, Mr. Trueman's 
relfitlon fet out for Bologne in France; and not on- 
]v h'.ul lun greatly in debt, but had fpent every far- 
thiii'^ of the twelve thoufand pounds he had of Mr. 

Trueman'fi. 
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Tnieman's. But the gentleman did not much con- 
cern himfelf at his flight, fince he had an eftate of 
ieven hundred a year mortgaged to him by way of 
fccurity. 

The day before the intended celebration of their 
nuptials, when Mr. Trueman was vifitin? his fair, 
Mr. Morelove afked him whether the twelve thou- 
fand pounds his relation had fpent of his money did 
not affedt him ? Mr. T^rueman aflured him it did 
with refpedl to his coufm, but not as to himfelf 5 

** for," fays he, ** he has mortgaged the H fhire 

" eftate to me to fecure the repayment of principal 
V and intereft, and . therefore I intend immediately 
. " to enter upon it." 

But how furprized was Mr. Trueman when he 
was told, that the eftate had been mortgaged to two 
feveral perfons before j and as he w.as the laft mort- 
gagee, It was impofllble for him to receive a penny ^ 
Mr. Trueman was now a little terrified; yet ima- 
gined that, as he had the title deeds, he was fafe. 
But to this he was informed they were forged ; ** and 
" therefore," fays Mr. Morelove, * you can't ex- 
" pedl, if your fortune is not adequate to my niece's, 
** that I fhould give my confcnt." Mr. Trueman 
made no anfwer to this, but withdrew, to enquire 
whether what he had been told was true, and, un- 
fortunately, found it was fo ; and that the two prf- 
or mortgagees, not agreeing concerning their right 
to the eftate, were preparing to file a bill to difcover 
their feveral titles. 

He knew not now how to behave. Mr. Morelove 
had declared to him, that he would not give his 
confent, unlefs he could demonftrate his fortune was 
equal to his niece's ; and though Celia might not be 
fwayed by any mercenary views, but overlook the 
difadvantagesof an unequal fortune, yet fo generous 
was his way of thinking, that he could not bear to 
.refle^l on being excelled in love : for as he was en- 
raptured with the charming Celia, exclufive of any 
interefted regards, it hurt his generofity to fuppofe, 
that, provided Mr. Morelove ihould at length be in- 
H z duced 



76 C E L I A, or, 

duced to confine to their marnage, himfelf 'Aoold' 
be in a fitnation of being confidered in a difagreeatbte-^ 
light, by a cenfbrious and an ill-natof'd world. 

But he might have fpared thefe refledtiona ; for: 
the next morning he received a letter from Mr. Morie- 
1ove> acquainting him, that he mnfl: no longer loolt 
on his niece in the light of a wife ; and as there liad 
been an unreftrained intercourfc between •thein> his 
abfence from his hoiife was heartily defired. 

Let us now leave Mr. Tnieman 5 who, on re» 
ceiving this letter, inftantly fet out for London^ and 
ihew what paifed within the generous Celia^sbreftfL 

She could not applaud the conduct ef her uncfe 
by any means ; but ihewed, by her words and a^-r 
ons, that fhe diiliked it, and that her heart vntB (b-* 
entirely fix'd on her lover, that without hira iier life.. 
mull be miferable. She frequently told ktr fHicie». 
that coniidering Mr. Trueman only as -a man of iui<^ 
Uemifh'd honour and fine abilities, exclvfive of die 
ftffedtion he had for her, as the former would bejt. 
means of his acquiring reputation ja the worIdy^:K. 
the latter would give Tier more happinefi tjod plea-^. ■ 
fure with him than with any other perAw^ lK>wevier 
great her fortune might be : but the old gendemui* 
notwithftanding he was a man of great judgmeiity m^ 
tegrity, and generofity in other refpeds, yet couid. 
not be perfuaded to acquiefce in the truth of bis 
niece's remarks. 

Celi A now was Co much chagrin'4 «t her uqcIc^s 
lefufal and cruelty to her, as (he term'd it, that Ae 
became every day more and more melancholy. In- 
ftead of being the life and pride of fociety, as fhe 
usM to be, ihe was only a cypher; for as her thoughts 
were never off her dear Trueman, her tongue covid 
not be emplo/d on the fubjeds her iex in gencnd 
treat of. 

Among the reft of her admirers, there wass gen^ 
tieman immenfely rich ; who, in pourin? out his af- 
fe£lion for Celia, one day when Mr. ^^relove wks 
prefent» was greatly encouraged by him^ und ad- 

Wfed 
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vifed to purfue his addrefles with warmth and vigour, 
which he accordingly executed. 

The uncle, enraged to find his niece obftinately 
refblute in favour of Mr. Trueman, nowaffumed the 
arbitral^ authority of a tyrant father ; and inftead of 
cfther (offering her to follow the natural bent of Tier 
own inclinations, or reduce her to a6t as he defir'd, 
by the force of reafon, threatened her, that unlefs 
(he married with Mr. Dapper, he would feize on all 
her fortune to his own u(e, which he was impow- 
er'd to do by her father's v^ill, and would never give 
her a iingle penny. 

Persecuted and threatened by her guardian, im- 
portuned and teized by her lover, what could (he 
do? Alas! (he could only give vent to her grief by 
tears, which flowed from her fair eyes like a rivulet 
defcending from the mountain's deep, but no relief 
or confolation could (he pofTibly find. 

After a year or two had paffed away in this un- 
happy manner, Mr. Morelove had come to a pofitive 
determination, that, in fpite of her tears and her 
pretences, (he (hould marry Mr. Dapper j and, mak- 
ing ufe of a multitude of threats andpromifes to in- 
duce her, and encouraging the young gentleman to 
piifh the matter vigoroufly, (he at laft promised, that 
m a month's time' (he would obey him, and give her 
hand to Mr. Dapper ; but, as for her heart, it was 
out of her power (Ince Mr, Trueman was po(re(red 
of that 

This promife made to the over-joy'd uncle, was 
only to gain time, that (he might refledl on the me- 
thod (he (hould purfue. One while (he determined on 
quitting her guardian's, and flying to Mr. Trueman ; 
at another (he refolved on feigning illnefs, to be ex- 
• ais'd from performing her word ; but, after having 
wcigh'd the affair maturelv, (he thought writing to 
Mr. Trueman would be the bed: ftep me could take. 
In confequence of this refolution, (he wrote to ac- 

Suaint him of her having promis'd to marry Mr. 
)apper in a month's time, which (he dreaded moFC 
thaa death j that her heart was entirely rivetted on 
H 3 him; 
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him ; ftnd that unlefi he could acquaint her how Ihe 
could avoid fplitting on fo fatal a rock, ib( miift be 
eternally unhappy. 

This letter had no (boner reached her fond iovers 
than he was in raptures. Swift as thought he had 
formed a plan> which he doubted not would (bon 
put him m pofief&on of all his foul held dear. He 
immediately then ordered his horfes to be laddledy 
and his fervant to attend him> and fet out for the 
place of Celia's refidence. 

^ As he made great expedition, he arrived at the 
village the next night pretty late ; and» putting up 
at an inn there, he determined the next morning ta 
put his fcheme in pra^ice. 

The next morning, about ieven otlock, he diA 

Etched his fervant with the following note» fbr. 
r. Dapper: 

"Sir, 
" T Have fome obligations to you, of a pecufisr 
** X nature; and, as I would willingly return tfaeni» 
** if you will attend in the great fidd behind your 
^* houfe, in an hour's time, you will there meet 
•* with 

" Your humble Servant, &C.''' 

Mr. Dapper could. not guefs at the meaning of thir 
letter, but he attended there punftually at uie time^ 
and found Mr. Trueman, who, on feeing him, ac*- 
quainted him of his love for Celia ; and, as he had 
been informed that he was his rival, hemuftiirft 
merit her by proving himfelf worthy of her. " Draw 
« then," continueclhe " for it is by my death alone 
** you muft hope to poifefs her.** 

Dapper, whom the light of the cold ileelhtd 
almoil thrown in a fit, declared he had no maimer 
of love for Ceh'a ; and that the charafter of a lovery 
he had lately affumed, was only to pleafe her ujide i 
« though I muft own," fays he "that lif Ae had a- 
" ny pafiion for me, I don't knQW but I mi^t hare 

1* noixtfd 
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<< TMLtrfi her, had there been no other lover in the 
« cafe." 

Trueman wasfurp-kedathispufiUanimityj and,, 
ftflhming a fierce air, informed hhn, that this excufe 
ftould not ferve his turn, unlefs he immediately, 
neaited on Cclia in prefence of her uncle, and there 
teftified his averfion to the match, and hts refolution 
to drop all farther thoughts of it. This he would 
fain have been excufed fiom j as he faid it was a vi- 
ehtion of the laws of good breedings and fhewed a 
great want of good manners, which he would not 
ror the world be thought to be deficient in ;. efpeci- 
ti\j with refpedt to the fair fex, whom he perfectly 
adored. But Trueman making his fword glitter in 
his ejes, told him, he muft eiwer do that, orrefblve 
to defend himfelf ; and, putting himfelf in a pofhire 
of defence, as if waiting for his doing the like, the 
poor beau confented, and fet out for Mr. Morelove's 
noufe to perform the promifed talk. 

As fbon as he entered the room^ the uncle rofe 
Bp to meet him, and acquainted him that his niece 
was in a better humour than Ihehadbeen in for Icme- 
time : " Now then," fays he, " is your time 5 attack 
** her brifkly, and PII anfwer for*c you'll win her." 

Dapber, giving him an odd kind of look, told 
hhn, that he wanted no prompter, when a work of 
an amorous kind was agreeable to his difpofition: 
♦* but to tell TOtt the truth, Mr. Morelove," fays he, 
. •• I have no fort of inclination for your niece : I like 
** her welh enough^ as a friend, t^ chat and drink 
" tea with, but marriage is a penance I don't choofe 
•• to undergo yet, Befides, I have been told there 
** is a worthy young gentleman that is in love with^ 
•* and beloved by her : why then," continued he, 
** don't you beftow her on him ? He is a worthy 
** young fellow, loves her perfectly, and, Fli be 
*• frank enough to tell you, will make abetter huf- 
•♦ band than lihould." 

Celia bad never heard the beau with fb much 
pleafure a& fhe did now : but as to Mr. Mordove, he 
eyed him with a look of ^ger and difdain ; and» 

ftorning 
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fcorning to make him a reply, turned fliort upon liis 
heel, and left the room. 

Celia and her quondam lover, now friend, be* 
ing together, he informed her that he had been told 
by a fnend of his, that her heart was pre-engaged. 
" Who he IS," added he, " I am now very well ac- 
" quainted with, and lam fure he has a great affe£ti- 
" on for you." This was quite a myftery to Celia» 
who could not imra. el it j but Mr. Dapper informed 
her he had juft parted from her lover ; who, being 
his friend, and acquainting him with his pafHon, he 
had been defired by him to. wait on her uncle,, to in- 
form him of his refigning his claim to his friend ; 
** which," fays he, ** I have done with a great deal 
" of pleafure." 

Celia now thought herfelf under great obligati- 
ons to the beau, nor fufpefted that he had been for- 
ced to 2L&. thus ; and, as to him, it was not his inte- 
refl to betray his cowardice, and to own he had not 
value enough for her to hazard his delicate perfon in 
a duel. 

No fooner had the beau got home,, than he found 
Trueman there waiting for him j who, e;iquiring 
how he had performed his embafly, and hearing he 
had exceeded his commiffion, and recommended him 
to the old gentleman and Celia, he (hook him by the 
hand, and vowed a fincere friendfliip for him. A3 
to Mr. Dapper, he not taking to heart his lofs of his 
miftrefs, not only returned Mr. Trueman's profefC- 
ons of friendfliip, but promifed to aflift him in his 
amour. 

In the afternoon Mr. Trueman waited on Mr. 
Morelove ; and, as he was above ftairs, he was adi- 
mitted to his charming Celia, and enjoyed her com- 
pany fome time before he came down. She was in 
raptures to fee him. Her eyes were continually on 
him, and they beamed forth the foft fenfations of 
her enamoured foul. He fondly hung on her neck> 
and gave her a thoufand kifles ; and tho' her extreme 
delicacy made her blulh at the innocent freedoms he 

took. 
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.took, yet the joy of fteing him. made her forget to> 
chide him. 

While they were indulging themfelves in thefe 
pleating liberties, the .uncle entered the room, with, 
a look of anger ; upon which the fond couple threw 
themfelves on their knee^ and fblicited his confent* 
to their union in fuch tender, fuch moving exprefli- 
ons, that though he had before determined to refufe* 
it, yet he could not relift their foft entreaties ; but, 
making them rife, he pf om^fed they ihould be mar-^ 
ried as foon as poflible. 

They were now fupremely happy, and thanked: 
him for his confent^ in terms that fliewed how ienfi- 
hly they felt his goodnefs. 

Mr. Moretove infifled on Mr. Trueman's making 
ii(e of his houfe as his own ; and in about a week's 
tune, Celia, that Grenerous Maid, untempted by the 
numerous crowd of wealthy fuitors, gave a publicly 
teflimcmy-of her prefemn^ the real love of Mr, 
Tiveman, ^o ftli the addrems of men of the gitateft 
' gpiilence and wealth ; ftn4 they were joined '^o^ther 
- in ihe chaHe^ands of Kymeft, and* now live m«he 
liappieft maftBer> diat nappy fiate can poQibly af-- 
lonL 
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Virtue Triumphant. 



-As Virtue ne^ver 'will be mon^^dy 



Tho^ Leixjdnefs court it in a Shape of Hean/n ^ 
So Luft, tho^ to a radient Angel joirCdy 
Will feat it f elf in a celejlial bedy 
And prey on Garbage, 

Shakbspeaiu 



IN a certain city of this kingdom, famous for its 
antiquity and grapdeur, dwelt a perfon very much 
refpeded and efleemed by all that knew him> parti- 
cularly by thofe of a rational and confiderate difpofi- 
tion. He was, 'tis true^ of mean extraction, and in 
narrow circumftances ; yet, if ever man delerved 
that higheft title and moft honourable appellation 
that can be given him, an Honeft Man, John Mean- 
well was the perfon : For during the forty years he 
had exercifed his humble calling of a farmer, he was 
never known to commit a bad a£tion, tG^riMt or 
cozen thofe he dealt wit^, to fcandalize*^M^ffeigh- 
bours, to abufe his wife, to negled his donftftick af- 
fairs ; or, in a word, to be guilty of the different 
crimes of omiflion of any duty, or commilfion of any 
vice, that ufually bring forrow here, and puniihment 
hereafter. 

John had with great difficulty been able to bring 
up his children to maturity, and to give them an c- 
ducation fuitable to their condition. Out of fbuF 
fons, three were brought up to his own bufinefs j and 
the other, who had a genius for learning, having 
improved himfelf in Latin and French> as well as 

writing 
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writing and arithnietick, in common with his bro- 
thers, was fent to London to be articled to an at- 
torney, who had agreed to take him gratis. 

At the time that this youth, who was the young- 
eft of the fons, was in his derkfliip, to the great 
^rprize of honeft Meanwel!, his wii'e was brought 
to bed of a daughter. He was aftoniflied to find 
this female olive branch in his old age j and, as he 
never had one of that fex before, he* was more than, 
ordinary careful and fond of her. 

He bred her up with the greateft care, gave her a 
better education than the daughters of men of his 
rank ufually receive, inftilled the principles of virtue 
in her youthful days, and early initiated her in a ha- 
bit of piety and goodnefs ; that fo flie might not, in., 
a more advanced age, tread in the flowery paths of 
alluring vice : And flie, who feemed confcious of 
the greatnefs of thefe advantages, improved them to 
the utmoil. 

When Sophia, for that was her name, had at- 
tained the age of fifteen, fhe was looked on as a ve- 
ry accompli&'d girl. No perfon in the country bet- 
ter handled a needle, wrote a finer hand, or con- 
duced themfehes with greater decorum ; nor could 
they excel her in the other female qualifications, 
which enable them to appear with a good grace, in 
the difcharge of their domeflick functions. 

Mr. Meanwell and his wife could not, without 
the gteateft pleafure, behold the accomplifhments of 
their daughter. They were indeed fo fuperflitious 
as to imagine, that there was fomething extraordina- 
ry in her birth, in their old age, and that fhe was to 
be the honour and glory of their family. This it was, 
that induced them to behave with a greater degree of 
parental care and affection to her, than they did to 
their other children, and made them beftow greater 
charges in giving her a good education. 

She had no fooner reached her feventeenth year, 
than fhe was addrefTed by a great number of gallants ; 
foihe in the matrimonial way, and others in a difho- 
nourable one : But having, as yet, no inclination to 

change 
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duuiffe her happy ftate of life^ for one the thougbf 
herfelf too young to enter into, flie ^ve them fiich' 
difcreet anlwers to their feveral folicitationat as while 
thej entirel;^ deftroj^ed their hopes, (HU more clofely 
rivetted their aflFe£hoiis to her. 

Indeed her parents had now thought it proper 
fhe ihould get a place in fome gentleman's fainilj, ia 
the ftation of' a lad/'s woman; for as. their for tuse 
was too fmall to fet her up'in any way of bafinefs, . and 
it was impolllble for her to live on what thejr could^ 
give her, they thought (uch a^place would be: better 
for her, than to put her out an apprentice to a. rail-* 
liner, mantua-maker, or fome fuch trade : Por.be* 
ikies their incapacity to fupport her in it, they inuu* 

fined chat as the world was over-ftocked vntii theie* 
ranches, fo are there a great number of temptations 
which a young woman muft encounter with in them ; 
and therefore they could not but think a good place, 
in fome gentleman's family, would be the befl: thing 
they could do for her. They were therefore now 
enquiring for fome family that wanted a young wo- 
man, fuch as Sophia was. 

After, fome time, they heard of a gentleman who 
had occaiion for a fervtint, to be as a companion for aa 
old maiden (ider that lived with him. This gave them 
great pleafure ; and Sophia, knowing her fkdiei^ 
circumftances were infufiicient to maintedn henwith^ 
outwork, fet out for the gentleman's houfc, which 
was about three miles didant from the town where 
her father lived, attended by one of her brothers. 

On her arrival there, fhc was ihewn in to herin«v 
tended matter; who, on her approach, wasafixH 
nifhed. He furveyed her with the moft critical eye^ 
and ran over the charms fhe was poifefTed of, with 
the grcateft avidity. Indeed he muft have been ^* no 
** elegant fpeftator of forms," as Terence calls iCy 
had he not done fo ; for Ihe had one of the fineftv 
eafieft fliapes in the world 5 a winning air, a beautt-* 
ful face, a well turned neck; and, above all, an: 
eye, bright as the morning ftar, and which ihot its 
6ery beams into the foul of each raviflied beholdes;. 

Such 



A^iRTUs Triuttipliarit Sj 

*SucH was the lovely girl, who now appeared be- 
"fbre the gay JBfellario i for it was no other ijiaii that 
vcelebi:ated genUemaja that wanted her. He had a 
lift of ail the beautiful girls in the country ; and juv^ 
ting found that Mean well wanted a good place for 
his daughter, had contrived that he (hould hear of 
his. 

The charmiag maid had <ietivered her ^ech in 
fuch amiably iimple words, and fuch a fweet tone of 
voice, as thrilled through his very heart. Is it fur- 
.prizing then, that, inftead of anfwering her, his 
eyes ihould be intently gazing on het, and wandring 
'o'er her delicate peribn ^ But telling him again, that 
ihe had heard he wanted a companion for his lifter, 
and that he did not defire one who was to be Jooked 
on in the Hghtof a common fervabt ; and then mo- 
deftly recommending herfelf, fbe begged him to give 
her an anfwer. Bellario, tho' perfeSIy an artift in the 
affairs of the female world, yot was at (bme lofs ; but 
anfwering her that he believed flie would fuit him 
very well, and that he would call his fifter, he rung 
the bell for a fervant to acquaint her of it. 

His fifter had no fooner feen her, than (he was 
greatly prejudiced in her favour ; and, having alked 
her a few queftions, to which /he anfwered quite fa- 
tisfadorily, (he informed her, ihe would do very welU 
and appointed a day when ihe might come to her ; 
upon which Sophia took her leave. 

As foon as ihe came home, quite overjoyed, fhe 
told her parents that ihe was approved of, and a< 
groed upon terms, which they were glad to hear ; 
though the mother indeed was (b prodigioufly fond 
of her, that fee knew not well how to part with her ; 
but as there was a neceifity for it, (he comforted 
herfcif with that reflection. 

Th e appointed day being come, Sophia, attend- 
ed as before, iet out for BeUario's houfe ; and being 
arrived there, her brother putting down iier box, 
left her, and returned home. 

J Bellario 
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Bella RIO and his filler appeared very well pleafed 
with her, and every fucceevJing day liked her better 
than the former. 7'hey v.tre ever fhewing her 
marks of their eftcem, and Ihc thought herfelf com- 
pletely happy. 

She had been there almofl: fix weeks, before Bel- 
lario had the wi(h*d-for opportunity of meeting her 
alone. But one day his fifter happening to vifit a la- 
dy of her acquaintance in the neighbourhood, he 
was left 'in polTelfion of that happinefs he had long 
been fighing for. He call'd her into the parlour to 
him ; and, after aflung her various fiivolous quedi- 
ons, on different fubjeitts, he profefl'ed the efteem he 
had for her, and exprelfed liii forrow that fo much 
merit ihould be buried in ob'curity. Sophia v/as fur- 
prized at his difcourfe, but only anfwered him in ge- 
neral terms ; that fhe was obliged to him for his good 
opinion ofherj and that as thj itationof life in which 
fhe was, waswhat /he had never thought of exalting 
herfelf, fhe thought it her duty to be contented with 
it. '* Oh! fay not fo, my charming Sophia," replies 
Bellario, catching hold of her hand, and gazing on 
her face, *' beauty tike yours, merits the moft ex- 
** halted flatlon 3 and that ' prudence and virtue 
** which accompanies all your attions, will ftill ena- 
" ble you to fuppoit it with a becoming grace." 

Drawjng her hand from his prefTure, fhe faid ; 
thatfdch^ fine gentleman as him, fhould not put 
fuch notions in her head : for her part, fhe fhould 
alvvays endeavour to behave in that flation in which 
providence had placed her, in a proper manner ; but 
concluded with obferving, that Ihe was. apprehenfive 
his talking fo lo her, v;a3 only toi:now her opinion. 
Bellario was fo much flruck with her ianocent 
fimplicity, that catching her in his arms, and forci- 
bly dealing a kifs, infinitely fweeter than the honey 
of Hybkan Bees, which ferved as fuel to hi;j en- 
crfeafing flame, informed her, that he had fo great a 
paffion for her; that her happinefs fhould be his only 
'uimi that he would retain her ever in his heart, and 
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Is he had To pure a refpea for her, a refpefl free 
from any ill defign, but folely tending to her felicity, 
he could not believe fhe could be ungrateful : " for/' 
added he, ** is it polfible ihgratitude and contempt 
•* can refide within fo fair a form as my dear Sophia 
" poflefles ? Oh ! no ; it cannot be, fpeak then, my 
" deareft angeh and blefs me with thofe foft ac- 
" cents, which, gently dealing to the 'raptur'd foul, 
•* entirely fubdues and wins it.'* 

Sophia was amazed to hear her mafter talk thus ; 
and told him, that his language was too high for her 
capacity ; and that it was certainly more proper to 
be addrefled to people of his own rank : And, fpeak- 
ing a good deal to the fame purpofe, and telling him 
that all his fpeeches could not (hake her virtue, fhc, 
begged him to fpeak no more to her in that manner, 
and offered to withdraw : But he, now furious with 
dcfire, with eyes exprefling the emotions of his mind, 
clafping her in his arnis, and devouring fome kifles 
from her coral lips, was fo tranfported with his paffi- 
on, that reafon was expelled, and nothing but inor- 
dinate defire reiTgned; He proceeded to freedoms. 
In fpight of the refiftance of the trembling maid, in^ 
jurious to modefty ; and was proceeding to the lart: 
extremity, when ftrugling with all her ftrength, fhe 
at laft got quit of him, and already had opened the 
door, when he pulled her back and (hut it. And 
now, more violent than ever, he was refolved to rob 
her of that virtue he had before recommended ; 
when fhe, finding herfelf quite breathlefs, and faint- 
ing with contefling fb long againfl a fuperior force, 
fhrieked out as loud as /he could, which foon brought 
the fervants to the door. But they, feeing it was 
only Sophia, and knowing their mafler's humour, 
retired : And now Bellario was again proceeding to 
the attack, when he was prevented by a knocking at 
the door, which knowing to be his filler's, he fat 
down in the chair and compofcd himfelf as well a^ 
he could. As to Sophia, fhe retirv.'d to her room im^ 
12 mediarely, 
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mediitefy, where (he gav6 a vent to het gtifef, By- 
pouring out a flood of tears. 

The poor maid, dtiriiig Ae tfitte' of her b'emg 
there, had lived To happy, and was fb foild of her 
place, that ihe could not but rejgret the loling it ; 
for, after what had happened, (he was deteffftmed 
not to ftay there. However, (he th'Oti|rht it w^s not 
proper to (peak of the affair to any one but Ber pa- 
rents, for various rcafons. But (hortly after this, 
Bellarlo informihg her privately of his forrdw for 
what he had done ; and, making a thottfand pro- 
reflations of his never attempting tkt like again, (ht 
refolved to conceal the affair from even her own pa^ 
irents, and (!ay there a little longer ; fince her Coiti- 
ingaway, (he judicioufly confidered, Wotald afford 
matter enough for the whole tribe of fcandal-deafers 
to difcourfe of fbr a long time, and pethaps might 
not refledt much, in the opinion of the W6nd, to Set^- 
fi«nour. 

For brevity's fake I (haU pafs ever the numberfefi: 
(tratagems Bellario made ufe of, to feduce this inno- 
cent girl ; the vows he fwore, the oflPers he made^ 
and the attempts he would often make on her, but 
all were in vain ;. her virtue was inpregnable, and' 
ihame and friwtlefs hope were all her mafter Cdttld* 
obtain, in the profecudon of his unkwful defirei 

At length, after he had tried various fchemes, to 
force her to his purpofe, (he was refolved no longer 
to defer acquainting her parents, and begging their, 
advice ; but the (ame day her brother came over to 
her, and acquainted her of her father's death. She 
was fo aflioniihed and grieved at the news, that fh^ 
no more thought of her prior fntention ; but a little 
after, could not but approve her conduct, (ince 
to tell her mother fuch an afj^it, at fuch a time; 
would only add forrow to forrow. 

Her mother was fo much afl!i3ftedatherhu(band'» 
death, that (he furviv'd him but about a fortnight. 
Indeed (he had, for fome time, been cxceiTively ill $ 

but 
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but her hufband's fudden death, it was thought was 
the chief caufe of her dying fo foon. 

Their affairs were but in a very poor fituation at 
their deaths, and what little there was, one of the 
fonS got in his own hands ; and, by riotous courfes 
and extravagance, foon dilFipated \t. 

Sophia now had no friend to advife with. Hef 
parents, the bed fure that ever child had, being gone 
the road which all the fons and daughters of morta- 
lity muft one day take, flie was fo-dejedted, that for 
a long time (he could fcarcely be induced to take any 
kind of pleafure. Thefifter of Bellario indeed had a 
iinc«re aftedion for her^ and treated her more like a 
friend than.»a ferviant. By her nieans it was, that fhc 
was very converfant ki our' bed authors, underftood 
mufick and dancing. extremely well, and excelled in 
other qualifications, which are chiefly confined to 
high iife. 

But now a gloomy fcene follows Sophia ftilb- 

treating Bellario with the greateft rigour, and hiy 
pafTion for her ftill continuing, and prompting him to^ 
take every opportunity to bring her to his kre, (he 
was refolved no longer to lead fuch an unhappy life. 
One night then, takmg a little bundle with her, and 
leaving a letter for Bellario's fiflrer, wherein (he ac- 
knowledged the obligations (he had to her, and the ' 
eternal gratitude (he (lioiiUl bear her. (he fet out for 
London, intending to go to heryoungeft brother; who 
bdng a young fellow of great abilities, and having 
lived with- his'prefent mafter, and ferved him with 
great honour and fidelity twelve years, was now pro- 
mote<f to the poft of head clerk, at fourteen (hillings 
per week. She imagined he would foon be able to 
procure her a place 5 and, on the journey, notwith- 
ftanding ih/? wa» exccfiively grieved at being forced 
to leave hen place, could not but be pleafed with the 
pleafure (he (hould have in feeing London, her bro- 
ther, ^nd being fettled in fbine good family, which 
(ke imagined he would be able to place her in. 

I 3 a:: 
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Ok her leaving Bellario's, fhc ha4 in het purfc 
twenty-nine fliilling* and eight pence ; but fhe hav- 
ing overtook the fage-waggon, into which /he had 
got on paying the ufuai price, and being obiiged to 
be coofonnable to others in it, by the time fiie arriv'd 
at London, it being a dear road, ihe had only nine 
fbiUingsIeft. 

The iidl night fhe had lodged at the place it had. 
fet up at, and the next morning ihe had called om. 
her brodier, who was extremely glad to fee her ; but 
doubted, he faid, whether he fhoald be able to pro* 
cure her a place aft ibon as ihe had expected, never^ 
thelefs he would ttfe his beft endeavoiKS to ierve her. 
He told her too, that fhe might lodge at the fame, 
hou&he did, which vrould be more agreeable to her 
than at an inn, as well as cheaper ; which flie ap-> 
proved of, and accepted. 

She had been there fix weeks at her brother's ex- 
pence, fox her own money v^as foon exhaufted, and 
which indeed the young fellow could ill afford ; for 
he could hardly fupport himfelf, as he was obliged 
tO' wear good doaths, clean linen, &c; &c. and had: 
only fourteen fhiUings per week, threeof which he 
paid for lodgbg. 

Sophia now fent for the cJoaths fhe had left at 
Beflario's; andinabmit a week after fhc received-, 
them, with a lettei from his fifter, learning her con* 
dudl, . and accufmg her of ingra^titude. Thii fharp? 
letter fhe immediately returned mo, anfwer to, vindi-^^ 
eating her condu^, and fettihg forth the rcafons oC 
it, and defired the favour of aline ^ but this not ber^ 
lag coroply'd wiih, gave her no fmall uneafinefi. 

BvT now the jnofl fatal flroke happened to heri. 
Her brother was tafcen ill of a viotenl fever, andl 
what little money he had was expended on hi)fn, bu* • 
to no purpofe; for after flruggUng will? his difordep^* 
a fortnight, it cart/d him off, and left poor Sophtfti 
in a wretched ftaie of forrow, Iftdigence and de'C- 
pair,- 
^ To. 
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To complete her misfortune, the people where 
ihe lodged brought in a bill of iixteen pounds eleven 
IhilUngs for lodgmg, for her kte brother and her- 
felf; but flie informing them of her cafe, they defift- 
ed fuing her, and only topk her brother's cloaths, 
&c. in difcharge of the debt,, but iiifbrmed her fhe 
muft ftay there no longer. 

She was now expofed to the wfde world j at 
length, taking another lodging, fhe was forced ta- 
fell almoft aH her cloaths for fuftenance, 'tiU (he had- 
ftarcely anjr kft. No place could fhe get, for ihe 
had no perfon tO' grre her a character j and thofc 
people to whom (Ke applied to provide her with the 
former, on hearing h^f fetter crrcumftance, defifted . 
from their enquiries. ' 

It would fete impoffible to recrte what' this poorr 
girl, the vidlifn to innocence and modefty, fufFered.. 
Hopelefs and forlorn, abandoned by all: the world, 
/he knew not what to do. Many were the offers 
made her by the foas of vice and leudnefs, to com- 
ply- with their infamous defires ; but fhe was proof 
to all their temprtatibns,. . and would not liiien tO/ 
theit addrefles. 

How often has fhe wrth an heroick difpofition, . 
and when almoft ftarving, cryed out, ** Sooner will ! 
•* I defcend with purity and innocence to my grave, 
** than ftaih my body and violate my confcience, a^ 
«* birfe my reafon and fully my foul with the com*- 
•* mifIlon.:of a crime I camiot think of without hor^ 
« rorr 

How feldom is if, alas ? fuch a noble fpeech 13 
pronounced, in fuch circumftances ! Indeed it is as 
ibpoffible as it is ncedlefs, to dwell oa the miferies 
fhe daily and nightly encountered, yet was not her 
Ifeauty much injured. *Tii true .the rofes were' 
forced to-fubmit to the lillies ; a^id inftead of that 
Moommg frefhnefs, which fo.irreliflably. commanded, 
ihe had a ^ale languiMng^ countenance, which al- 
fiffiugly invited. 



5.2 I.wxocEXCz in Dlilrefs: or, 

After having tailed of variety of wrctchednefs 
{ome time, (he wrote a letter to an eminent tradef- 
man, folllciting his charity., and carried it herfelf. 
He had no fooner read it, than his heart fympathiz'd 
with the unfortunate writer. She had reprefented 
her diilrefs fo . pathetically, had fo movingly ex- 
prefs'd her woes, in a hand fcarce excelled by the 
fined writers, that he found his heart was touched 
w^ith her fuflferings. He defired her to come in, 
gave her immediate refrelhment, and put five gui- 
neas in her hand to buy her cloaths ; he a:iro delired. 
her to call there again, when he would do fome- 
thlhg better for her. She was fa overloaded with- 
his generofi ty, flie could Icarce fupport it. Words 
vrere too weak to defcribe it ; but a torrent of tears, 
ifliiing from her fair eyes, fpoke a language which ^ 
fhewed her gratitude, and melted all her fouLv 

To be as brief as poffible — She departed, bought^ 
her fome cloaths, returned agairi^ and appeared fo. 
excefilvely beautiful, which being flill heightened on. 
his telling her fo, he dropped his intention, and in-, 
(lead of afKing her to live with him as a fervant,. 
which he had before intended, he defired her to be. 
as a companion to his. mother. 

She accepted his kindnefs witli joy j and the gen-, 
tleman and his mother, on a aearer acquaintance,, 
were fo vaflly delighted with her, and (he with them, 
that it is hard to fay whicli of the three was the. 
mofl pleafed. Such virtues every day appeared in* 
the lovely Sophia, that the gentleman, whofe for* 
tune- was fuch as did not require him to marry out 
of any mercenary view, and whofe good fenfe was. 
fo predominaat as difdained to confider matrimony 
in the light of a Smitlifield bargain, paid his addre(r- 
es to her ; which being well received, and the mo- 
ther approving the match,- they iwere (horrly uniteiiv 
in wedlock's (acred bands ; and, at this time, they; 
live a life of virtuous love. Sophia, happy iaheR 
h'ulband, happy in a mother, and happy in three 
children, the produ6l» of their mutual afFedion, 

novt 
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now fees the benefits arifing from the adling virtu- 
cully ; and taftes thofe 'jcysf which a contrary con- 
du6l would have ever deprived her of. I ihall con- 
clude with thofe remarkable lines of the great Mr. 
Bryden; whieh> afttheyate founded onr &6I» and 
may h€ caafide#ed ft« a powerful kic€Ative to virw*, 
are not improperly placed here ; fince luch a beauti^ 
ful fentiment and excellent fimile, can never be toch 
often inculcated Ih the miiid. 

ViRTUR the more it is £^os'd> 

Lil^e pureft Linen» laid in open air, 

will Bleach the more, and Whiten to the view^ 
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Lovers, like Mifersy cannot hear the Stealth 
Gftbe leajl Trifle, from their endlefs JVealth. 

Si D LEV. 



AN eminent citizen of London, in tHe decline or 
his life, was poiTefs'd of two daughters, Cla- 
rinda and Lucia. Clarihda^ who was the eldefl, 
was about two-and-twenty, and was indued with 
fuch internal; and extemal'cHanns, as made her loved 
by every one. She. was of an open, candid difpofiti- 
on, and as there was no a6Hon (he ever committed, 
derogatory to the ftri6teft virtue, or reprehenfible by 
the moft rigid moralift, flie would deliver her fenti- 
ments to, and receive infhiidtion from more experi- 
enced, people, with that franknefs and pleafure, as 
always gave a peculiar joy to thofe (he convers'd 
with. Indeed, we may frequently obferve there is 
nothing fooner rivets the alfedtion of the aged, than 
liftenlng to their counfel with the profoundeft atten- 
tion, and appearing obliged to them for it. Howe- 
ver this be, Clarinda, who never was fo opinionated 
as to rely entirely on her own judgment, in all her 
^(Ellens conrulted her father and her friends, accord- 
ing as then' fell under their different provinces ; and 
as a pradice of this kind muft foon have enabled her 
to excel In every female accompllfhment, fo fhe was 
confulered by all her acquaintartce*, as (he really was, 

a very 
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«. very difcreet and prudent young lady, as well as a 
very engaging and beautif\il one. 

Lucia, on the contrary, who was two years 
younger, was neither Co charming m her perfon, fo 
agreeable in her difpofition, or fo winning in her de- 
portment. Far from being of that generous-fpirited 
and open-hearted nature her fifter was, (he was clofe 
and referved ; and a felf-fufficiency (he poITefs'd, in 
Guced her to confult no other monitor than her own 
reafon. She had too low a cunning, which, with 
the injudicious, is frequently miftaken for wifdom j 
and an air of oftentation and vanity, which accomt- 
panied all her aftions, betrayed that fource from 
whence they fprung. Yet notwithftanding thefc 
foibles, to give them no haT(her a name, me was, 
upon the whole, a dutiful child, and loved her fifter; 
Jtod though her feif-conceitednefs would fometimes 
prompt her to dlfpute her father's commands, yet 
the afFedliom (he had for her fifter, who always ad- 
vifed her on thefe occa(ions, would engage her to 
iiften to thofe remonftrances of obedience (he mad^ 
10 her, 

A YOUNG gentleman, whofe name was Merit, 
having very lately fet up in bufinefs, had frequent 
occafions of coming to the old gentleman's houfe, 
who, being a whole'fale dealer, fupplied him with 
the articles In which he dealt ; and as he fometimes 
dined and dtahk t^a\vith'thc old gentleman, he had 
the pieafure of converfing with the young ladies his 
daughters. He had not vlfited there a great many 
times, before he difcovered in Clarinda fuch per- 
fections, as quite captiyated his heart; and, when . 
he was become a conftant'vifitor there, he was every 
<:ay more and more charmed with her, that he long- 
ed for a favourable opportunity to declare the paifion 
which he felt for her. 

At the firft vifit which Mr. Merit had paid, Lucia 
could not help eiitel-taining fome regard for him, 
and the oftner he^came there, the greater was that 
rrjgarJ ; till, on a nA^ri^r and more intimate acquaint- 
ance, 
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ance, it loft that name, and klfldled into a ipoft \io* 
lent love. She was greatly difappomted, in not 
hearing hkn declare the paffion he felt for her ; for 
as he was a well-bred 9)an> who had (een fbjnething 
of the world, and was not ignorant of diofe faihion- 
able decorums and little gallantries, that the fair ftx 
neceflarily extort from the other, he had always be^ 
haved to her. confident with that charadter-. This 
ihe mifconftnied into love ; not confiderisg that he 
-behaved in the f^me polite manner to her fifter, and 
the other female vifttors that happened occaiionajly 
to be there. She was now revolving in her mind 
what method (he Hioiild taJce to confefs to him the 
friend he had in her heart ; and at laft was deter- 
mined, when Ae had a proper opportuniQ^, to ^ivc 
liim an occadpn to break his pallipn to her. 

But, as It unfortunately happened for her, nbe 
ne^t time he came to the houie, Qlannda only waa 
at home ; Lucia having been gone to fee a friend. 
Mr. Merit had now the opportunity he had long 
besfi wifhing for, yet was at fome lofs how to make 
ufe of it. The common chit-chat of modern lovera 
he was no {h-ai(Sr^to ; but the refpeft and afFedion 
he bore Clarindau would not permit him once to 
think of that threao^^re cant. While the fair one 
was pouring out his teaN^th an Irrefiftably pleaiing 
grace, his eyes were wanoltng o'er her charms, hii 
mind admiring her perfe£lions>s^nd ftudying how ta 
give vent to the fulnefs of his We^^but this laft bu- 
Unefs he knew not how to perform, nor could hia 
bufy mind fuggeft to him. At length, however, his 
tongue was untied, mighty love prevailed, and dic- 
tated thofe exprcffions, which itlelf alone can pro- 
nounce. He Ipoke what; he felt. The wordp which 
fell from his mouth defcribed the fenfations of hi« 
Jieart. 

It would be ridiculous to mention the converfati- 
on between them i fmce fcenes like thofe, thougk 
exccllively pleafing to the parties rfiemfelves, are 
yety flat and inupjd to others. I (hall therefore 

omit 
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omit this part, as having no fort of relation to my 
ftory ; and only obferve, that as the gentleman's 
paflion and ilncerity were written in his countenance, 
and breathed in his difcourfe, Clarinda confeiTed he 
was not indifferent to her; and that if he could 
gain her father's confent, at whofe difpofal fhe was, 
he need not doubt hers. After they had talked on 
this to pick fome time, the father joined them, and 
ihortly after Lucia ; and then all of them entering 
into converfation on different fiibjedts till eleven 
o'clock; Mr. Merit refpedtfully took his leave. 

Clarinda, though fhe was a perfon of the great- 
efl prudence, and had dfTumed a very great degree 
of coynefs in the difcourfe with her lover, yet was 
unable to refifl the power of love. The melting 
language he hid lifed to her, the ajr of unfeigned 
&ffe6tion he had appeared in, the pleafing form he 
was poifefs'd of, and, above all, the native goodnefs 
of his hearty had fo fubdued her foul, that though 
the natural modefly (as it is called) attendant on the 
fex, would not .permit her to confefs a mutual pafli- 
on, yet fhe felt it. Her heart was entirely his j and 
as fhe had no doubt of her father's concurrence to 
their marriage, fhe indulged herfelf in a thoufand 
pleafing refledtions, which Cupid generally forms 
and fends his votaries. 

The next day, on the young gentleman's calling 
there, Lucia could not help teftifying a more than 
commpn regard fhe had for him by every action ; but 
her fatlier's and fifler's prefence, prevented her mak- 
ing that full difcoVery fhe intended, at a more con- 
venient feafon : And while fhe was languifhing for 
the fortunate moment to reveal her love, Mr. Merit 
and Clarinda were no lefs anxious to declare theirs 
for each other. 

A FEW days after this, Lucia met that opportu- 
nity fhe had long been expeding and fighing for. 
As fhe was walking in fome publick gardens by her- 
felf, fhe faw Mr. Merit enter ; who approaching 
her, and entering into common difcourfe with her, 
K fhe 
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flie gave him fuch evident proofs of her love, tl^at 
he niuft have been blind to the laft degree not to 
have found it : But pretending ignorance, and that 
he only looked ,on it as proceeding from friend/hip, 
he imagined, that by difcovering his afFedion for 
her fiiler, he (hould at once ftifle her paffion in its 
birth, and gain a friend in her, who might be of 
great fervice to him in his happy meetings with 
.Cl.ariiida. 

Actuated with this opinion, after a few-necef- 
fary preliminaries, he acquainted her of his love for 
her filler ; of h,er having a mutual regard for him j 
and if (he would be fo good as to alfift him in for- 
warding the match, and ^procuring the old gentle- 
man's confent, he would think himfelf eternally o- 
bilged to her. Lucia, whofe good opinionof herfelf 
led her to imagine, from the beginning of his dif- 
coyrfe, that herfelf was the objedt of his love, and 
that a declaration of it was coming out, was now 
confounded. She could not for a long time anfwer 
him. Her pride had received fo fenfible a fhock, 
ihe could not fupport it ; and though fhe loved her 
lifter, yet as (he now looked on her in the light of a 
rival, (he was deterroined to interrupt their union to 
the utmoft of her power. 

Giving then no other anfwer to Mr. Merit, 
who, feeing (he paufed fo long, had again ipoke to 
lier to the fame purport -, than. That (he CQuld be 
of.no fervice to him in his amours, but that her fa^- 
iher's confent muft be obtained, (he took her leave 
fomev/hat abrjiptly ; but not to the furprize of the 
Jover, who expedled nothing elfe. 

He was now apprehenfive of meeting fome inter- 
ruption to his defign, for though his fortune was e- 
qual to that of Clarinda's, and he had fufficient rea- 
ibn to think Ihe loved him, yet he knew not what 
^uifreprefrntatlons might be made to the father and 
Clatinda, concerning him ; and the wiles and ftr^,- 
.tagcips a hufy mind might employ to hurt his quiet, 
und fruftrate his marriage with her : He therefore 
/ was 
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was determin'd to wait on the old gentleman the 
next morning, and beg his confent to his nuptials. 

On his afking it the next day of the old gentle- 
man, he received for anfwer, that he would make 
fome neceflary enquiries concerning him ; and if 
they were anfwered to his fatisfaftion, and Clarinda 
was not averfe to the match, he would not be againft 
it. With this anfwer the lover was well fatisfy'd ; 
and, after fpending an hour or two with his miflreft, 
withdrew. 

At dinner-time the old gentleman acquainted his 
daughters with what Mr. Merit had faid to him ; 
and declared to Clarinda, that if her affection was 
placed on him, and fome enquiries he Ihould make 
about him were fatisfadory, which he doubted not, 
he would beftovv her on him. Clarinda thanked her 
father for this frefh inftance of his paternal aflldion, 
and was as much overjoyed, as her fiflcr was chii- 
grined. 

Indeed the Jove which Lucia had before borne 
the charming Clarinda, was now, if not turned in- 
to a downright hate, converted into a cruel fpirit, 
refolutely bent to oppofe her happinefs with Mr. 
Merit ; and from this period too, Ihe behaved ftill 
lefs dutifully to her father than before. That there- 
fore, which was before as an equilibrium to her obe- 
dience to her father, now being removed, the fcale 
of difobedience preponderated and made the other 
** kick* the beam." 

The father could not but take notice of the al- 
teration of her behaviour, and was at a lofs v/hat to 
impute it to ; but as he was one of thebeft fathers in 
the world, he would reafon with her, inftead of 
chiding her ; and by the force of argument, and le- 
nity ot condudl, endeavoured to obtain what he v/elJ 
knew the tyranny of command, and the exertion of 
harlhnefs, would never fucceed in. 

Oh, would but fathers in general purfue this a- 

miable, this truly paternal method, if I may fo ex- 

prefs it, of gaining their childrens hearts, there 

K 2 would 
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would not be the twentieth part of that undutifulnefs 
and dirobedience generally complained of, and fen- 
iibly felt by everyone f For though mankind do not all 
bear the charader of father or fon, yet as they have 
all once worn the latter character, and have a clofe 
connedlion with people of both, the ill treatment of 
-cither by the other greatly affe^s them ; fince who- 
ever is injured and mal-treated generally is fo much 
i.ritated, that the refentment which cannot be pour- 
ed on the father, or being fhewn by the father to 
the fon, 13 vented on the neighbours and acquaint- 
ance by both. 

After he had received, from various perfons, 
fatisfadlory anfwers to his enquiries, he informed the 
young gentleman, that he had no objedion to hia 
being his fon-in-law ; " And therefore," fays he, 
*' gain my daughter's confent, and ihe is yours." 
To this, Mr. Merit informed him, that he had the 
good fortune to poflefs his daughter's heart ; and 
begged him to fix a day for their nuptials as foon as 
he conveniently could. A day was thereupon named, 
and the lover now rejoiced at his approaching hap- 
pinefs. 

While preparations on both fides were making 
for the approaching happy day, the old gentleman 
received, by that ufual channel of conveying poifon- 
ous fcandal of all forts, an anonymous letter,^couch- 
ed in the following terms : 

" Sir, 
" TV ^'R- Merit is not the man of honour and 
** j\x worth you look on him to be. He is en- 
" gaged by the ftrideft vows to marry a poor inno- 
" cent girl, whom he vilely feduced. This you 
•* may depend on as an undoubted fa6t ; and a re- 
** gard for you and yours alone, is the fole motive 
•* of my communicating it to you. I doubt not but 
** you'll take your meafures accordingly, and pre- 
•* vent Clarinda from fplitting on the rock, which 
•< will otherwife be fatal to Ircr. I beg you not to 

'* flight 
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" flight this notice, and to believe me to be, what 
" I really am, 
<* Sir, 

** Your fincere Friend, 

" A. B." 

This curious epiftle, as it well might, gave the 
old gentleman great furprize. Like a man of pru- 
dence, he took no notice of it to any one ; but cauf- 
cd an advertifement to be inferted, and repeated fe- 
veral times in the daily papers, " That if the wnriter ^ 
.** of a letter, figned A. B. would attend at fuch !a 
** place, and verify his alTertions, he fliould meet 
** due encouragement j" but no notice was taken of 
it. Inftead then of regarding the letter, he prepared 
for his daughter's nuptials^ and was more than ordi- 
narily merry. 

About two days before his daughter's marriage, 
he, laughing, faid he would entertain Mr. Merit 
and the company with a very extraordinary piece of 
wit ; and, pulling the letter out of his pocket, read 
it to them. They were all kftonifhed at it, but none 
fo much as Mr. Merit, who aflerted his innocence 
in: fuch an earneft and ferious manner, as caufed the 
old gentleman to laugh aloud. He then informed 
them of what anfwer he had given it in the publick 
papers; which they commended, and indeed had 
before read, but little imagined whom it concerned. 
In fliort, they unanimoufly agreed, that all Anony- 
mous letters fhould be no more regarded than that 
was 5 and all people that received them (hould either 
purfue the old gentleman's conduct, in advertifing 
them, or take no notice of them. 

To explain this matter, it is, neceflSry to fix the 
faddle on the right horfe, as it is term'd, and it will 
appear to be no other than the revengeful JAicia ; 
who, in defpair, had taken this method to hinder 
her fifter*s marriage. How it was difcovered was as 
follows : Clarinda had looked very attentively on 
the writing, and though the hand was much difguif- 
K3 ed, 
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cd, yet (he perfectly knew it to be her fifter^s ; how- 
ever, (he took no notice of it till the father difcover- 
ed it, as will prefently be related. 

The day appointed for the marriage being ar- 
rived, the fond couple were united together in the 
facred matrimonial band, to their infinite joy and 
the (atisfadion of the father j but to the great regret 
and forrow of Lucia, whofe hopes were now abfo- 
Jutdy deftroyed. 

While the happy pair are tafting that full mea- 
fure of human blifs, which the conjugal ftate be- 
llows on all who enter it with thofe tender regards 
for each other, let us fee what pafTed in the difap- 
pointed Lucia's bread. 

This unhappy girl, who was forced to quit her 
clum to her more luccefsful rival, took it fo much 
to heart, that ihe grew quite deje^ed ; and the en- 
creafing felicity of Mr. Merit and his lady, augment- 
ed her forrow. Her father, and Clarinda, who 
were ignorant of the caufe of her melancholy and 
illnefs, endeavoured all they could to comfort her, 
but in vain. After (he had pined with inward grief 
for fome time, it became fo violent, that her body^ 
unable to fupport the fhocks of her mind, was re- 
duced to a flow lingering atrophy j which diforder 
hanging on her four or nve months, it then wholly 
over-powered her, and brought her to her grave. 

A FEW days after her burial, her father, in look- 
ing over fome things in her efcrutore, found a paper 
of her writing, much blotted, interlined, and cor- 
redled, which at firft fight he knew not what to make 
of; but, on a nearer infpe^ion, he found it to be 
the original of the letter that had been fent to him* 
and which it appeared fhe had taken a vaft deal of 
pains to compofe. He was fbrry to fee it, yet knew 
not what could induce her to write it ; but afking 
Mr. Merit and his daughter, if they knew from 
what motive fhe had done it, the former, after fome 
little hefitation, informed him- 

Instead 
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Instead of making any moral, oti the incidents of 
this little piece, I ihail conclude If with the remarks 
of the old gentleman, on bein^ acquainted with his 
late daughter's indifcretion> wnich m^y be looked oh 
as one. " Oh, unhappy girl ! how is it poflible 
** thou fhould'ft expert good effects from a bad a6li- 
** on ; or think that happinefs can ever be attained 
** by illicit methods ! That only can be the offspring 
** of virtue, and whoever attempts to purchafe or 
** acquire it without, will find himfelf egregioufly 
** miftaken. Oh, would mankind in general, from 
** thy unhappy fate, learn this great truth, and z€t 
'* accordingly j then would they experimentally find 
'' what true felicity is, and even thy death would not 
'* be in vain." 



HlLLARIO 



H I L L A R I o and Leonora 

o R, 

The Unfortunate Lovers. 



Oby 'tis a hea'ify Tajk to conquer Lo*ve ! 

And lAjean the Soul from her accujionid fondnefs. 

Philips. 



AYomng gentleman, named HHIano, of a fmall 
fortune, but of a very facetious turn of mind 
and good fenfe, v^s violently in Jove vnth the beau- 
ful Kconora i and, being of an excellent addrefs, 
ni\d formed for fubduing the fair, had been fo for- 
tunate as to gain her heart, and extort a confeiHon 
of nmtual love. 

On Leonora's declarmg her paflion, the young 

Sentlcman applied to her uncle, who vras her guar- 
Jtn, lor his confent. He painted his affeftion for 
hfT in the mod lively colours, and begged him to 
Weft him with his niece : But the ohd gentleman, 
>\ho \<-A% not one of thofe who are to be moved by 

the 
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the recittJ of a love-ftory , would by no means agree 
to fo difproportionate a match. He told him, That 
as his brother had left him the care of his daughter, 
he could not difcharge his truft, if he did not marry 
her to advantage : " And," added he, *< as my bro- 
" ther left her a fortune of ten thoufand pounds, 
" provided (he marries with one I approve of, and 
" that is a proper match for her, I cannot anfwer it 
** to my confcience, if I confent to her marrying 
** one that has fcarcely three hundred a year ; and 
** therefore, for the future," continued he, ** I muft 
" dcfire you'll fee my ward no more." 

HiLLARio, finding the old gentleman obftinately 
rigid, retired ; and defpairing to obtain his confent, 
frequently faw his miftrefs by ftealth. Once, in a 
lucky hour, pouring out his love for her in the ten- 
dered, fofteft terms ; and fliewing how unfortunate 
his life muft be without her, he prevailed on the 
lovely Leonora to confent to a private marriage. 

As an aflfair of fuch importance, could not be 
tranfafted without fome afliftance, h| applied to his 
friend MaralU and told himofhis intenrion ; which 
was to procure a poft-chaife and fet out for Scotland 
as foon as poffible, there to be married to his dear 
Leonora, amd begged him to accompany hhn thi- 
ther, which the good-natured Marall joyfully pro- 
mifed to do. 

Mr. Marall was look'd on, by his neighbours, as 
a very pleafant companion j for he could hunt, fine, 
drink, tell a merry tale, and, in fhort, perform all 
thofe things neceitary, in the eyes of country people, 
to conftitute a gentleman. He was, 'tis true, no 
conjuror, yet he was far from being a fool ; and 
though he was not very converfant with Cicero or 
Ariftotle, yet there was no man in the country un- 
derftood cocking or fetting better. But what he 
moft excelled in was the native goodnefs of his heart. 
He would take a journey of an nundred miles, to be 
of the leaft fervice to a friend. He would openT his 
purfe to relieve the neceflitoiis, and his doors were 

open 



io6 HiLLARio and Leonora: or, 

o^n to the virnioufly diftrefled. The open candour 
of his mind, gained him the hearts of every one ; 
but the weaknefs of his head, woufd often lead him 
into dilemmas, out of which he had a hard matter 
to extricate himfelf. Any one might command him 
in all aflairs ; but if they expedled fecrecy or fuccefs 
in his negotiations, they foon found they were egre- 
^oufly difappointed. To fum up his character in a 
few words : He was one who was fond of knowing 
every one's bufinefs, and longed to allift them in it, 
fuch was the goodnefs of his mind ; but always mif- 
carrled in it, luch was the deficiency of his in tel- 
lers. 

Tw o or three days after Marall had promifed to 
aflift his friend Hillario, he happened accidentally to 
be in company with Leonora's uncle ; who informed 
him that there was a very rich baronet in love with 
his niece, and that he intended they fhould Ihortly 
be married. Marall exprefTed great furprize at this 
news ; and by a great many Sgnificant hums, and 
ha*s, and ihrugs, feemed to doubt, whether his 
niece was nofin love with another perfon, and could 
not forbear teftifying his diflike to the baronet j with 
whom however he was not acquainted, or knew a- 
ny thin^ of. This put the fagatious old gentleman 
to imagme, whether there might not be lomething 
farther in the affair than he hinted ; and as there 
was no man that better underftood the art of pump- 
ing, as it is called, he talked to him in fuch an art- 
ful manner, that before poor Marall knew any thing 
of it, he difcovered fufficient of the affair to find 
there was a plot laid, on fuch a night, and that 

there was a pofl-chaife a lover and Scotland 

in it. 

This was fufficient for the old fox. He took 
care, on the appointed night, to bring the baronet, 
and keep his niece in difcourfe on various topicks ; 
and ordered one of his maids to wait at fuch a place, 
till fuch a time, when fhe would fee a gentleman 
with a poft-chaif^ -who ihe muft go with to fetch 

fomc 
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Tome writings from his houfe. The poor girl obey- 
ed, fufpedling no harm ; and had not been long 
there before the poft-chaife appeared, and a gentle- 
man, leaping out of it, embraced her with ardour, 
and begged her to get in it immediately, as the leaft 
delay might be dangerous. She obeyed, and the 
poft-chaife drove away as faft as-poffible ; in which 
let us leave them, and return to the feir Leonora, 
her uncle, and the baronet. 

The old gentleman had been recommending the 
baronet to his niece in the warmeft terms, and the 
•lover had like wife fpoke of his pafTion ; but Leono- 
ra gave them fuch anfwers, as plainly evinced (he 
had the greateft averfion to him ; and never could, 
by any arguments, be induced to marry him. The 
baronet, after having ftaid there till eleven at night, 
finding his firft efTay unfuccefsful, was by the uncle 
defired to come the next day and try his fortune. 

In the mean time the poft-chaife inhabitants were 
travelling on at a great rate, and had got fome 
miles ; when Hillario, finding the lady quite mute 
to his declarations and proteftations of eternal love, 
took hold of her hand, and tenderly begged to know 
the caufe of her filence, when a ftranger's voice 
grating his^ ears with dif<:ordant notes, he was like 
one thunder-ftruck. His tongue was tied, and 
could not give utterance to the conceptions of his 
heart : But when it was loofed, in a fit of rage and 
defpair, he loudly aiked his companfon, who fhe 
was, and how fhe came there } She was terrified at 
•his manner of talking, and could give him no an- 
swer. This irritated Hillario to lo great a degree, 
that taking a piftol from his pocket, and holding it 
to her head, he fwore unlefs Ihe unravellM the myf- 
tery, fte was a dead woman. Recalling then her 
fcatter*d fpirits, fhe informed him, tliat it was by her 
mafter's defire, and briefly related the affair. Hilla- 
rio was immoderately vexed at the difappointment, 
and caufing the poft-chaife to ftop, he enquired of 

his 
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his friend how it was poOible for the old gentleman . 
to know of the matter. Marall could give him no 
anfwer, nor could conceive how it ihould happen ; 
they therefore all returned home with forrowful 
hearts. 

All the night Hillario was thinking of the caufe 
of his difappointment, but could not imagine from 
whence it ihould arife. One while he thought his 
Leonora was faithlefs ; but that odious fnggeftion 
foon vanifhed. Another while he immagmed his 
letters might be intercepted, or his private conferen- 
ces with his fair overheard ; but that likewife was 
highly improbable. At laft he was certain, it could 
be no other way accounted for, but in the infidelity 
of his friend. But then he thought his attending 
him, and getting every thing ready for the journey, 
plainly proved his fincerity. Thus all the night did 
Hillario rack and torture his brain to no purpofe ; 
without being able to fleep, or to compofe his mind, 
racked and tortured by his violent pafHons. 

Th e next morning he was inclined to think, that 
Marall muft have informed the old gentleman of the 
affair, and, full of this thought, he went to his 
houfe, and upbraided him with it ; which the o* 
ther, recolleding what he had faid to the old gen- 
tleman, knew not how to deny. Hillario, feeing 
him paufe, and the Hafhes of guilt rifing in his 
countenance, with eyes darting nre, and his quick 
hand fnatching his fword from its fcabbard, he dar- 
ed him to draw, and prepare to defend himfelf. 
Marall, with tears in his eyes, fell on his knees, 
protefting his innocency in intention ; and fetting 
forth how he had been drawn in by the uncle to 
revail fomething of the afl&iir, which he vowed he 
could not help telling him. But this did not iatisfy 
the furious lover, but rather more inflamed him ; 
and the charms of his miftrefs immediately rufliing 
to his mind, and refledting on what a treafure he 
had loft, by the treachery of bis falfe friend, he run 

the 
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•the "unftrtimate Mardl through thehody* and fled 
^jwith the greateft precipitaiton. 

. TifE wound which Marall had recrfverf was 
vftuad to bo^^ dangerous, but ^t mortal $. tend there- 
fore by the fmgular (kill of hw furgebn, was cured 
*in about four months. 

HiLLARio had tak«n horfe immediately, after 
he had revenged himfelf on his friend ; but as his 
ilife, without his Leonora, was not worth keeping, 
he had no fooner calmed his mind, than he return- 
ed, and went to the houfe of a faithful friend, who 
promifed to conceal him from juftice. 

Leonora, in the mean time* was continually 
perfecuted by her uncle ; who now acquainted htr 
of his having prevented her union with Hillarlo, 
and threatened to force her to marry the baronet. 
She was fo much affc6led with his threats and v/liat 
he had told her, that Ihe fell in a fwpon, out ^ 
of which ihe was with great difficulty recovered. 

He now confined her a clofe prifoner to his 
houfe, would not let her ftir out any where, and 
took every method to prevent her lover's coming to 
her ; which cruel ufage had fiich eifedl on her, that 
after having languifhed fome months, her health 
was vifibly impaired, notwithftanding which he 
continued his barbarity ; till, unable to refift the 
mighty preffure of grief, and defpairing of ever 
more feeing her Hillario, Ae fell into a deep fullen 
melancholy, which at length terminated in madnefs. 
Now flie would wring her hands, beat her bread, 
tear her hair, and commit all thofe frantick adions, 
that generally attend the deprivation of reafon. 
But not lon^ had fhe continued in this unhappy 
iiate, e'er thrs beautiful maid, whofe lovely mind 
every grace and every virtue had once chofen for 
their darling feat, now foared upon the cherub 
wings of white rob*d innocence to eternity; ex- 
claiming, in her laft moments, againft the cruelty 
of her unnatural uncle, and calling upon her dear- 
eft Hillario. 

L Her 
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Her tender lover, whofe whole heart was rivet* 
ted on his fpotlefs Leonora, had no fooner heard of 
her death, than he gave himfelf up to all the fiiry 
of broken-minded defpair ; and after a few weeks, he 
followed his lovely miftrefs. 



•JENNY: 



f E isr N T: 

O R, 

Tli€ Female Fortune-^Hcnter. 



Ho*w are deluded- Human Kind 

By empty Shows betrayed F 
In all their Hopes and Schemes ^ they find . 

A Nothing, or a Shade. 

Pitt. 



JENNY GOODMAN was the only daughter of 
farmer Goodman, of a certain little village in A 
certain county, which fhall be namelefs. The far- 
mer rented a fmall eftate of a widow gentlewoman ' 
of about forty pounds a year ; and; on the produce 
of this, with a little grafirig, he fupported himfelf 
and family in a tolerably decent manner, though it ' 
can't be expected he fliould be very rich. As Jena^. 
was their only child, they bred her up^with more 
tendernefs than they po Hi biy could, if they'd bad a ' 
large family. They Ibnt her to fchool, where ihc 
learnt to read, write, and caft accounts : and her - 
mother, who was a notable houfwife, taught' her* 
needle-work. i .^i 

But tho' they gave her this fuperior education to< 
what farmers daughters generally receive, yet fhe 
C z wa 
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was jDot permitted to be idle in the dairy. She Was 
to milk the cows, -pour the runnet in it, and form it 
into cheeTe. She was likewife to fktm the milk, 
churn the cream, and form rt into butter, with o-» 
ther avocations of a fimilar nature. Another part 

-Df her empk)yment, confifted in hollowing in the 
fields, to frighten the birds from the corn : but this 
was fliortly taken from her, and given to fimple 
Dick, the farmer's boy ; it having been found that 
jenny*tj voice was fo melodious, that inftead of ter- 
rifying the winged tribe, it attradted them to the 
grain. ShjS had other branches allotted her, but 
this will ferve as a general defcription of the different 
parts ihe afted 

As foon as Jenny had arrived to her twelfth year, 
(he grew immoderately fond of reading. AH the 
good farmer's books ihe had foon, with greedy ap- 
petite, devonred; aad^ as in mental voluptuartits, 
it generally, like oil poured on the flame, increafes 
hy being fed, ihe borrowed all her neighbours books. 
When Ukc had perufed the whole, fhe begun again » 
and again to read them over. This fixed m her me- 
mory, which was pretty retentive, t}ie fcope and 
tendency, as well as the particular parts (he moil ap- 
proved of among them. When (he difpaired of pro- 
curing any further fupply, an accident brought to 
her hands, a work which gave her greater pleafurt 
than any fhe had ever read. The title of this book 
is. The AraWan Knights Entertainment. The fame 
hand likewife furnified her with The Fortunate 
Country Maid, Pamela, and a great many others i . 
which fay, As How, from the lowell ftate of pover- 
ty. Virtue will bring fervant-girls, and folks of low 
degree, to ride in their coaches and fix, and marry 
their matters ; with other equally furprizing things. 
The perufal of thefe works, quite charmed her i 
and, whether (he was milking of her cows, cutting 
the weeds from the corn, or driving her flock to- 
their fold, flie was continually laying plans for her, 
♦wn conduct in life, and ftudying how (he ihould 
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put herfelf in a way of equalling thofe romandck he- 
roines (he read of. • 

Jenny, indeed, was fo delighted with what ihe 
had read, and what flie^ expected would be her own 
fate, if (he was Vartuous, and rejedted the illicit a- 
mours of the people of falhion that fhe expe(Sted 
would pay their court to her, that ihe never could 
put the pleafmg thoughts out of her head. ** Even 
" all the live long night," her lively imagination 
would reprefent crowds of amorous beaux fighing at 
her feet, and the tyrannick difpolition fhe alTumed. 
Fortune, pomp and powtfr, were likewife reprefent- 
ed to her mind's-eye 5 and the glorious figure fhe cut 
in the view of' the* world, gave a moft invincible 
pleafure. - The day prefented her the fame blifsful 
fcenes, and whatever bulinefs fhe was performing, 
ihe was figuriag' in her own mind the innumerable 
pleafures, and the tranfporting joys, fhe could one 
day reap with a rich and handfome hufband. 

Th-ese feveral gay, mental reprefentations, fhe 
indulged more and more ; till at length her imagina- ' 
tion became (b ftrong',- that fhe almoil: thought them 
reai ; and even when in company with -her father 
and mother, fhe would be mounting her airy throne, 
and imagining fhe was difhibuting joy and forrow to 
her feveral lover* : For though, at different times, 
other pLeafing- ideaar' would be brought to her mind, 
yet the chiefeft^art of them were of an amorous nan r 
ture.* Whedier there, are any other Jennys in the ' 
world, befide* my heroine, I leave to the confidera- ^ 
tion of the fair fex. 

A SECOND perufal of Pamela, created foflfie .new - 
thoughts in her head. She thought, that to put 
herfelf in fortune's way, fhe muiVgo to fervice j and 
then Hndoubtedly, if fhe perlevered in the road of 
virtue, as Pamela did, fhe fhoiild meet with the fame' 
fortune. Befides^ fhe had* read- in fome very karntd ' 
book, hep father had, " That the fiime Caufes muft " 
** always produce the fame Effeas." This inftantiy 
determined her to beg her father and mother, to let 
her live in fome-gentleman> family i but how ado-- 
L3 nilhed 
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ni(hed was ihe to find, not^kkftandio^ her ftron^ 

leafons, that they refufed it. 

SoMB people would have dropped their intjeiaion 
on fuch a repulfe, but not fo did Jenny : Nay, ihe 
was inwardly rejoiced at it ; for fhe thought, that if 
Ae ran away from her parents, and went to London 
to feek for lervice, the adion would be much more 
heroick, and found better in hiftory, than if ihe went 
the common way f for (he doubted not, that when 
her fortune was made, there would be authors e- 
nough to write her hiftory. 

Full of this opinion, flie put up her cloaths». 
took a few guineas with her, and one moon-fhi'ning 
night, when every thing feemed as if inviting her a- 
broad, fhe gently opened the door, and fet out for 
London. 

Su E had walked on for about four hours, during; 
all which time fhe had not once thought of the fur* 
prixe her procedure would occafionher father and 
mother, but was bringing numberiefs fcenes of gran- 
ckur to her imagination ; and already had ihe begun 
to build a magnificent fabrick, when fhe was alarm- 
ed by the barking of a dog. This roufed her from 
her golden- dream, and obliged her to difcontinue? 
tier refveric ; but finding it was only the dog belong- 
ing to an inn, and feeing a light in the houfe ue* 
went in. After refrefhuig herfelf, and finding a 
gentleman's return-coach was going to the place fhe 
was bound to, fhe agreed with the coachman to car-^ 
ry i^er there, and. accordingly fet out with him. 

After a very agreeable journey, fhe arrived at 
that gTcat metsopohs, yet was at fome lofs how to 
proceed. The coachman indoed had informed her,. 
that p.n eminent tradefman of his mafler's acquaint- 
ance wanted : fervant, but a- tradefman would not 
(uit jenny. Pamela^s hufband was a Yquire, and> 
wutth a great deal of. money; and therefore fkr 
Chvught« tnat by a fimilar beha.viour, fhe ought not 
do many any one under that degree, and was as wett 
cntiikd ro I'iich a one as Pamela was; becaufefhe 
t^(\? a( hamHtimg av Tumcla i« defcribed, and vras-de^ 

dermine^ 
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termined to adaa virtuous. Shfe thanked tfie coach- 
man however for infSrming her, but declined ac- 
cepting it ; giving him fome excufe or other, whick 
I have never been informed of 

She went to as inn, and informed the matter of 
It, that flie was come to ftay there till fhe could ger 
a place in fome gentleman'is family ; and if he heard 
of fuch a thin^ ihe ihouki be obliged to him to tell 
her. He teid ner.-he would enquire, and ff he heard 
of fuch a place he would acquaint her of it. 

Let us now leave Jenny in the inn, where (he is 
/pending her money pretty fail, and return to her 
lather and mrother. 

The farmer and his wife, on commg down ftairs, 
were furprized their daughter was miffing, and could 
not imagine what could become of her, f«r (he ufed 
to be ftirring the earlieft in the family. Their maid 
Nancy was called, and then Dick, but neither Dick 
nor Nancy could give any account of her j only the 
former faid fhe had found the outer door open, and 
therefore fhe thought fRe was gone out fomewhere. 
This anfwer wou& not fatisty the old couple ; 
whereupon, inftead of thinking of bufinefs, Dick 
was diipatched to- bring fome intelligence of her ; 
tmt, after fpcndinga great many hours in a fruftlefs' 
(earch, he returned jufi as wife as he went. 

Her parents were now greatly grieved ; for, af- 
ter making all the enquiries they couldr fhey were 
unable to hear any tale or tidings of her. 

Jekny, in the meantime, had (laid at the inn 
(b long, that there was a vifible confumptibn ia' 
her purfe ; but this fhe mfnded not, fince, when fhe 
was the 'fquires htdy, flie could roll in riches. She 
had been informed by the honeft landlord, of feve- 
ral tradefmen who wanted fervants, and one mer- 
chant i but tfaefe would not fuit her, ihe faTd. 

But at lafl, finding her money was all exhautted, 
except two Shillings and three half pence, (he def- 
f aired of finding a place, and therefore fet out horned- 
Wards : But, poor girl ! fhe was at the (Uftance of 
Iwtnty-three milerfrom home, when the wft penny- 
was 
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was paid awdv. Now fhe knew not what to do ; 
bu: plucking up her fpirics, ihe fold a few trifles, 
and the monej enabled her to reach home the next 
day. 

Her father and mother were at dinner when (he 
entered ; but as fbon as ever they (aw her, they 
ftarted up, and almoft devoured her with- ki(res. 
When their joy had a little fubfided, they a£ed her 
where (he had been ? (he told them, that as they had 
refufed her going to fervice, (he had taken it fo 
much to heart, that (he had fet out for London for 
that purpofe ; but, being unable to get any place • 
there, (he was returned Sick again. The good-na- 
tured parents were fatisf/d with this anfwer ; and, 
making her fit down to dinner, they entered more 
particularly into her expedition, without onCe cKid- 
mg her ; for they were fo overjoyed at meeting her 
again, that they could not find m their hearts to^ 
£> it. 

Jenny was cautious of difcovering the real mo- 
tives (he went upon, for (he was fick of her journey j 
and, tofay the truth, now faw the folly of her un- 
dertaking. She therefope refumed the employments 
(he had before held, and for fome time behaved ex- 
tremely well, and much to the old folks fatisfadtion. 

But perufing her books ag9.in, and her darling, 
Pamela, and the Fortunate Country Maid, rifing to 
her view, (he could not help employing her imagina- 
tive faculties in their antient fundion. She now in- 
dulged herfelf in adling the prude with one, the co- 
quet with another ; and the *fquire, her mafter, af- 
ter having in vain attempted her virtue and inno- 
cence, now breathing an honourable paillon, (he was 
married to him, and tafted fome of thefupremeil 
pleafures imaginable. She was now ripe for another 
London journey ;. and, tamake(hort of my (tory, 
fhc fet out for that dear, delicious place, in the fame 
manner ihe had before, and arrived there in high . 
fpirits. 

She had cominued there for about ten days, du-". 
ring which time (he had refufed fome excellent places; . 

but* 



The Female Fortune-Hunter. 117 

Bm accidentally hearing a baronet wanted a cham- 
bcr-maiid, (he was fo tranfported. with joy, ihe could 
fcarce contain, herfelf. 

She watted on him early the next morning ; but, 
on arriving there« was told iHe mud caU agam^ in.a- 
beut two nours, which ihe took care to do. Being 
admitted to him> ihe was fomething dejedted at find- 
ing him near three-fcore years of age y but her coun- 
tenance immediately brightened up, when a young 
gentleman entered the room, whom the baronet fa- 
luted with the title of fon; 

The baronet finding her to be a girl of good 
fenfe, and being a good deal prepoflefs'd in her fa- 
vour, (as flie was indeed very pretty, had an ingeni- 
ous, innocent tXMintenance, and a fweet voice) told 
her fhe might come there as foon as ihe thought pro- 
per ; on which ihe reply'd, that her cloaths were at> 
an inn, and ihe would. bring them immediately. 

This ihe accordingly performed ; and, as ihe had 
been at no great expence Hnce her coming to town, 
and had brought more money than (he had the jour-' 
ney before, flie had bought her fome linen and 
cloaths of different forts, and appeared with as much 
credit as became one in her ilatioa. 

TsB pUice in which ihe was, was an extreme 
good one. The baronet was a good-natured, chear- 
nil man ; humane to his fervants, and good to eve- 
ry one. His fon followed his example, and a£ted fo 
prudently, as quite charmed his father, and gained 
him the love or all that were acquainted with him. 
Among thoie who had the greateil affedtion for him, 
was jenny. She had entertained a regard for him 
the firit moment fhe had feen him, and it was now 
increafed to a mofl ardent love : But how furprized 
and difappointed was ihe, not to hear him declare 
his padion for her, after ihe had been there aix)ve 
nine months, and had frequently given him oppor- 
tunities, which ihe imagined he would have catdied 
at with great eagernefs : Inftead of thisy though 
ihe frequently would be g«xing on him, he never 

returned. 
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reraraed ber glances, or feemed to take the leaft 
notice of her. 

This puzzled her extremely, and flie knew not 
how to account for it. She could not imajgine her 
farourite authors could be miftaken in their relati- 
ons« nor could (he think herfelf poflfefied of lefs 
charms than thofe fortunate villagers were. What 
then could be the meaning of the joung gentleman's 
inattention to her ? — He was not infenuble of the 
power of beauty ; for no man in the univerfe was a 
greater adorer of the fair fex, or took greater in- 
nocent freedoms with thofcin his own rank in life, 
than he did. How then could flie account for his 
infenlibility ?— -In ihort, ihe was puzzled to the laft 
degree. 

She had wrote a little after fhe was fettled to her 
fatisfadion, to her parents^ and informed thtrti what 
fhe had done ; and they, finding her fo very fond of 
that fccne of life, willingly conlented to it, and from 
rime to time fent her a great many prefents, and be- 
haved to her with a trnijr parental goodnefs. 

After fhe had lived vain thte baorortet almoft two 
years, a young lady happened tof pay a vifit to him. 
She vras a country lady, and this was. the firf^ time 
of her coming to London; Her ms^mma came with 
her. The young gentleman had no fooner beheld 
fo much beauty and modefty, which adorned her, 
than he fubmitted ta its force, and acknowledged 
its fovereignty. After he had declared his pamon 
for her, had met with a favourable reception, and 
the old foiks of both fides had given theif confent, 
they were united in Hymen's bands, to the great joy 
of alK 

Jennv- was amazed. She knew not what to 
think. She began 'to pifll in the horns of opinion, 
and doubt the verity of the books (he had read, 
which had the appearance of truth. But the young 
gentleman being married, and now living in ano- 
ther houfe, the baronet's nephew^ on his defiring it, 
lived ^tii him ; and, aS he was unmarried, Jenny 
thought' there might be fome chance ftill left her to 

captivate 
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captivate his heart. But, ftrange to tell, he never 
once fpoke to her. A great number of arts the poor 
girl made.ufe of to fobdue his heart, but they weie 
ineiFe^bial. 

She wa»at laft of opinion, that his not declaring 
his affei^ion muft certainly proceed from an excefs of 
modefty ; and, full of this thought, (he wrote the 
following lec(er, which (hfi .contrived to place in his 
chamber. 

" Sir, 
" "1TTHEN> Cupid reigns ttiumfant in the heart 
" W of a female that . is of meaner degree than 
" her loyier, and perhaps be m^y be adtuated by too 
** much modefty, I think the conveyence of her 
" thoughts by thjat ufual^one^of paper, isthebeft. 
" I am now reduced to this-neceflity, fince a maid- 
** ens bluihes prevents my mentioning with my 
** tongue, what I now write with my hand ; that I 
" can't view your perfedtions, without being won 
*' by them. 1 need not figne my name, ftnce, if you 
" have the affedlipn fpr^me | hear you, you will 
" foon find me out ; and if you have not, it is to no 
** purpofe for me to mention it." 

This letter coming to the young gentleman's 
hand, did not a little furprize him. It was wrote 
in a hand he was quite ignorant of, and he knew 
not how to find whpfe it was. After he had tried 
various methods to discover its author, which were 
ineffedual, he at laft left an anfwer to it in the iame 
place where he found.it, and defi red the. writer to 
meet.him at a particular place there mentioned, if 
fhe had (uch a regard for him as (he declared. He 
told her, he had an equat pallion for her ; and that 
his reafon for taking this method was, becaufe in 
that houfe it was impolFible for him to fpeak with 
her — and he diredled it, ** To my deareft, lovelieft 
charmer." 

On his attending at the appointed place, who 
fhould he meet there, but Jenny. He was aftonifh- 

ed 
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ed to fmd die author was his uncle's chamber-maid 3 
and alkiBg her, in a very cold manner, whether fhe 
had received his letter } which flie infbrming him 
fhe had, he left her — to her very great furpnze. 

As foon as he pot home, throwing the letter to 
the baronet, he told him, that letter was wrote to 
him by his chamber-maid. The old gentleman, on 
reading it, could not help laughing ; but on Jenny's 
coming home, he gave her a le6ture, fetting forth 
her folly, and fkewmg the abfurdity of fuch a con- 
du£t, in fuch glaring colours as convinced her of it. 
She wepff and declared ihe would never do a thing 
of the kind for the future ; but the old gentleman, 
who began now to entertain a very bad opinion of 
her, bid her pack up her cloaths and receive her wa- 
ges, for (he muft ftay in his houfe no longer. 

All entreaties to ftay were in vain. Setting out 
then, in a day or two, for the country, fhe arrived 
at her parents houfe, who were extremely glad to 
fee her ; and fhe now making no (cruple of divulg- 
ing her folly, they enforced thofe arguments the 
baronet made ufe of, and made her foon behold her 
error. 

She- had not lived at her father's 'above feven or 
eight months, before young Ralph, eldeft fon and 
heir to farmer Hodge, courted her ; and, obtsuning 
her confent, as well as her father^s and mother's, 
they were foon after married. 

Jewny has now quite forfaken her quixotifm, 

wonders at her miftaking the true end and defign of 

• thofe excellent books, before mentioned ; and makes 

as good a wife as any woman in the parlfh, and 

Ralph is as good a huiband. 
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